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MINERS MISZ"\'I)I;I{SI‘ ANDI \(,S

The union mincrs at Nanaimo- and they
all zlaim to be unioun men there have dif
ficultiex among themselves, And the
cause is the five per cent. assessment that
has been levied upon them for the past
sixteen or scventeen morths for the pur-
pose of maintaining the Wellington
“ gtrikers.”” These people, according to
the report of the Financial Secretary of
the Miners and Mine Laborers’ Protective
Association of the Island of Vancouver,
have been receiving $32 per month for
married men; §25 for single; $12.50 for
half members or boys who were working
The

W would thus appear,
been doing so badly atterall; at any rate
they have been receiving at least as much
as would keep body and soul together
without suffering, and more than that
many of them possess their own ranches
or small holdings, at which tley have
been able to grow many things for their
own consumption. Under these circum.
stances, it was not to be wondered at that
from 70to 100 able bodied miners should
have been prepared to hold the fort for
this extended length of time. Ifa prin-
ciple is worth anything at all it is worth
contending for, particularly since its
maintenance, as in this case, has not in-
volved absolute and entire loss. Then, too,
Mr. Tully Boyce, the leader of the miners’
movement has, it is stated, been getting
upwards of $100 a month in wages and
Union allowances, since, whether he
worked in the pits or not, he has had his
wages made up to that sum out of the
Union funds, while he has been allowed
liberal travelling and other expenses for
visiting San Francisco and other places on
business connected with the Association.
Other ofticials of the Union have also, it is
said, received moneys for scrvices ren-
dered. This, it is undcerstood, is the or
dinary way in which strikes are success-
fully maintained.

Another fact is that during the month
of July Mr. Robins, the manager of the
Vancouver Coal Compauny, entered intoan
agreement with representatives of the
Protective Association to employ only
thoee who are its memYers, to dismiss no
member except for cause ; the Assoclation
on its part binding its members not to
strike except for cause, and not to inter
fcre with the company in cmploying or
discharging employces. ‘the parties hav:
ing made the arrangement in good faith,
cach considered itself and the others
bound to carry out the undertaking. For

1891,

some time there has been a growing disin
clination upon the part of some of the
actual working miners to pay their tive
per cent. assessment, it Leing felt that as
work was almost as active as ever at
Wellington, and, that, despite the boy.
cott, there was a demand for more coal
than the Wellingon pits could supply, the
strike was virtually over, and that any
furtber contention was useless. Between
two and three hundred of the Nanat..io
men who had regularly met the demands
upon them recently determined to pay no
longer, and their names were sent up to
the manager of the mines in order to be
discharged, as not being members of the
Association,  Accordingly, a few days
ago, some forty or fifty of them were
posted at the pits® head for discharge this
month, the manager of the mines dis-
tinctly, it is said, eaplaining, since that
was done, that he did not discharge, the
men, but that, not having carried out the
rules of the Union, they had discharged
themselves, The men who had been thus
marked out naturally got excited, and a
small deputation waited on the manager
of the Nanaimo Company, who said there
*vas nothing for him to do but to carry
ot the agrcement. On Saturday, a mass
mceeting of miners, called by the dissen-
tients, was held at the Green, Nanaimo.
It was attended by a considerable number
of men, although loyal members of the
Union had been officially warned to keep
away. The speakers all strongly de-
clared themeselves to be Unionists, and
spoke of those to whom they were op-
posed os *‘ the other faction.” A resolu.
tion was unanimously adopted that they
would pay the assessments no longer.
After this had been done, there was a
considerable amount of discussion,
marked by very great moderation, two
miners, manifestly representing the offi-
cers of the Union, informing the mceting
that it was their own fault if the affairs
of the Union had not been conducted as
they wished. It was their duty, they
said, to attend the mcetings, and indicate
by their voices and votes what they de
sired, and therc can be no doubt but there
was considcvable force in this, It was
further pointed out that the policy of
capitl was to divide and conquer, on ac.
count of which differences ought to be
healed, one of the speakers, though he
could not make any prowmises, pledging
himself to do his utinost with the officers
to sccure a scttiement and a speedy end to
the contiunuance of the assessiment.

But here, and at several previous por
tions of the mc~ting, was made the an-
nouncement that the men who had been
reported for discharge lhad, uuntil they
strongly objected, been paying the assess.
ments regularly, while there were hun.
dreds who had never paid a dollar of as.
sessment, who were left undisturbed;
those who were up for discharge being
honest, thrifty mer;, who were among the
best of citizens, Inaacordauce with the
sugrestions of the men who were sup.
posed to have spoken for the Union,a
committee from the mceting was ap-
pointed tomecct asimilar committee, which
it was supposced the Union would appuint
with a view to an ad,)mtmcnt.

This, as far as we can gather, is a plain,
unvarnished statemcut of the case. There
are in no way involved any labor and capi-
tal controversies, Mr. Robins is carrying
out, no doubt at the expense of much mis.
interpretation, what a3 a straightforward
business men he was bound to dn, the
whole trouble being within the Protective
Association itself outside of which, as a
circalar of Mr. Keith stated, the business
of the Union ought not to go. But having
gone outside, it has, as & matter of course,
become subject for discuasion,

TRADE WITH THE EMPIRE,

The Toronto Empire, commenting upon
British trade prospects, says, that it wasno
wonder the English papers take a rather
gloomy view of the matter when they saw
the returns for July. Certainly the official
statistics, which have now bheen received
in this country, are not reassuring. In
July, the exports were £21,945,156, against
£24821,830 in July, 1890, and £22,124,506 in
July, 188, Theimports alao show a steady
decrease.  The commierce of Great Britain
for the seven menths of the prese..* year
is also greatly below that of the vrevious
year, and thare are reasons to fearthat the
rest of 191 will not recover lost ground.

The decroases areheaviest in the exports
of manufactures, an indication that the
artisans are suffering Jrom the prosent
state of affairs, Take “the case of tin
plates, for exumple, the prices for which .
have not dropped, notwithstanding the
cnormous falling off of the American de-
wmand, the export for July being 4,000 tons,
against 37,000 tons in July, 1880. The
rcason why English prices keep up is on
account of the wholesale stoppage of work,
s0 that the loss has come entirely out of
the pockets of the tin plate workers, It is
upon conditions of thiskindthat the policy
of the United Empire Trade League is
based, and thosc who maintain that Eng-
land will never give up her free import
system, forget that the votes of the work-
iugmen are a potent factor in the result.

So far as Canada is concerned, the
Empire continues, it should not be forgot-
ten, in this connection, thather trade with
the Enipire is nearly balf of her totr] com.
merce aud more than her trade «ith any
other single nation. Taking the figures
for last year, we find that Canada's aggre-
gate trade with the United States was, in
round numbers, §92,800,000; her aggregate
trade with the Ewmpire was £97,550,000, and
this has been constantly expanding, baving
climbed up nearly $10,000,000 since 1873
Analyzing this trade with the Empire, its
chief elements are found to be as follows:

CANADA'S AGGREGATE TRADE.
\\'ﬂh Great Britain.eeeeceeecencennns $91,70.95

Rritish West Indicx, e 271093

*  Newfoundland.. . 165533
Australasife . oe.... o vene cesens 9%,103
“ British Guianf..ee ceceesenne oo 403,238
* British EastIndies.ccccececeann. 191,994
* British AfricR.ccecnenenn... . 90,30
**  Other Britizh posscssione....... 33
197,551,088

With the comparatively recent establish-

ment of better steamship communication
to the West Indies, and the prospect of

of matters and the restoration of perfect | ! similar connection with Australia, there is

harmony. Mr. Robins wasalsotobe aaked
to suspend all discharges for the present.!

reason to look for steady growth in the
volume of this commerce with the Empire.



