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WE WOULD SEE JESUS.
John xii. 20-36.

. Those who made the request. "These were
not ‘Greek Jews—Jews speaking Greelt—as
some have supposéd, though there were many
such. But these were Gentiles who were
accustomed to worship not only their own
gods, but the gods of the city or region into
which they had come. They also brought
offeringa to Jernsalem, and frequently attended
the great feasts of the Jews. Wence, there
was jo the temple the court of the Gentiles,
80 called by appointent of Solomon, 1 Kings
viii, 41.

Of whom the request was made. It was of
Fhilip. Why they came to Philip is not
stated. It may have been because they kuew
he was from Gelilee. These Galileans had
beard of Christ, and perhaps had seen some-
thing of Mis triueiphal eutry at Jerusalem,
sad'were led by cariosity, as Zaccheus, or by
desive to learn semething wore of Him, to
make this inquiry.

How their request vas treated. Thilip
told Andrew, and they both told Jesus. . It
is 0ot said whether the Greelis were admitted
to converse with Jesus, but it seems probable
that these words were spoken to Philip and
Audrew in Teply, and in the hearing of the
atrangers and of the disciples. The answer of
Jesus was suggested by the uppearing of these
Gentiles. The hour was come for the glorifi-

eaticn of Clirist, and this was conndeted with ;

the conversion of the Gentiles. Ile rejoiced
in spirit, and before his andience Le discoursed
of the solemn events that were about to occur
to prepare the way.

« Observe-—1. Thoss who seck Christ must
enquire of his word and people, and use the
proper means, ver. 21,

2, The death of Christ was necessary to the
design and glory of his kingdom, ver. 24.

3 The same Divine law applies to the dis-
ciples a3 well as to the Master. His kingdom

aud saving grace.— Britisk Aessenger,

THE GOOD NEWS. -

was to be carried ¢n'by their instrasientality)
and ouly as they submitté_:l to self-sgcrifice
would they attain to everlasting life and glo¥y,
ver. 25, '

4. That the “lifting up” of Christ would
draw all classes of men and of operatiots to
himself. ‘I'btts the. attractions of the cross
are varied aud powerful.

A SECRET FOR MOTHERS!

Mr. and Mrs. Ashton, with their nume:
rous family of sons and daughters, camne
to the Lord’s table an unbroken circle. I
never witnessed the Llessed sight withoht
asking myself, * Whatsecret fuwmily influ-
ence has been owned of God Ly thess
precious results?”  One day I said {0 the
youngest daughter, a child of twelve yéars,
“Do you ever forget Jesus?” « Oh nol®
she seplied, “we can none of us at home
ever forget Him; for mother speaks to us
of Jesus evory day. e is ever with ua'™
O mothers, take to your hearts the pro-
ciouy secret of thac faumily’s bhiss. The
mother, ever abiding in Jesus, made his
name 4 houschold word.  His presence ever
acknowledged, ever feit,

«She speaks to us of Jesus every day?”
Mother isit tue of you? Do your lips
and life daily, hourly breath theknowledge
and love of Jesus into the kearts of the
little ones at your knee? Is Jesusa nama
which your baby often heass, acd early
lisps?  Trust not that formal counsels, in-
vitations, and prayers will be ovned and
blessed of God in the salvation of your
children.  The ever-abiding, ever-pleading,
out-breathing, out-speaking love of Jesus
alore shall prevail. ~ Giving yourself, and
your little ones, unto God 2o b2 saved by
the blood of Jesus aloue, according to his
Lis everlasting covenant to you andfo your
children, trust him utwaveringly to keep
his word.  So shall you bs sustained in
your work of Clristian nurture, not.alone
by hope and faith, butby the blessed assir-
ance that God will maka your labours
effectual unto salvation, by his converting

»



