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TOPICS OF TRADE INTEREST.

ZOR w lony time, it has heen understood

in the trade that it the owner of a
British
importation into Canada of foreign reprints,

copyright  desired to prevent the
e must  copyright the book in Canada.
This

are of Smilex v Beliord, in 1877,

the decision in the celebmted

This,

was

howeser. is not the present position of the
law, und the history of the chunge i inter-

esting.  The haperinl Copyright Act of
new tiguT on 1812 prohibits the fmporta-
E’&;,},’.‘;‘,{,‘” tion of foreign reprints into
ACY. u Buitish possession, but in

IS17, The Coloninl  Copyright  Act
ia~ed, which authorized Her Majesty,  in
asc the Legishiture in any  Possession
should e disposed to mnke due provision
for sceuring or protecting the rights  of
British authors in such Possession, and
should pass an Act dfor that purpose, to
eapress Her Roxal approval of the Act, and
therenpon  to issne an Order-in-Council,
dechiring that <o long as the provisions of
the Act continund in force within the col-
eny, the prohibitions aguinst the lmporta:
tion of Toreign veprintg should bhe anspens
ded so fur ax vegards such colony.,

wns

In 1568, the Parlinment of Cannda placed
itsell  under the provisions of thisv Act,
which Her Majesty by onder of the Privy
Council  approved,  and  the  prohibitory
clanses of the Act of IN12 were suspended
~0 Jong as the provisions of the Camidian
Act contined in foree within Canada. The
protecd®on which the Canadian Aet affosied
wats the imposition of o duty of 12 1-2 per
ceut. ad wvalorem for the benediv of copy-
right holders over and above the revenue
duties payable.  On the revision of  the
Statutes of Canada in INNG, the Act of
ISG8 wak trented by the revicers as having
Deen superseded by the National Policy
Tarli Aat,  and recommendad  for
wepaal, and accopdingly, in the repealing

Was

schedule, the Act of 1868 wax repealed. Jt
id curivus to learn that, notwithstanding
the repenl of the Act of 1865, the Govern-
ment of Canadi still continued the collee
tion of the 12 1.2 ad valorem duty imposed
by the Customs Aet, and without uny
anthority whateser, went on remitting the
collections  to England for the benefit of
copyrieht holdews,

The Tariit Custons Act of 1891 provided
that tho collection of the 12 1.2 per cent.

B .

was to ceaxe ot the 22nd of July, 18095,
The cffect of the repeal at the revision of
XSG of the Act of 1868 and the abandon-
ment in 1805 of the eollection of the 2 1.2
per cent, ad sulorem dor the benefit of the
owners of British copyrights, revived the
provisions of the lmperinl Act of 1812, pro.
hibiting  the  importation  of  foreign
reprints, for the Imperinl Act of 1817 and
the order of the Queen in Couneil under
which the prohibitions contained in the Act
of 1842 were sugpended, only provided for
such suspension o long ax the. provisions
of the Act of 1868 under which the 12 1.2
per cent, wag collected, continned in foree
within Cannda.

It has pecently been held by Mr. Justice
Robertxon, in the awe of Mormng v, The
Publishers’ Syondicate, that  the effect  of
thix lewislation has been that the owner of
a British copyright i~ entitled  without
copyright in Canada to prohibit the im
portution of foreign reprints inte Coanada,
Acting upon this deci<ion, Messrs, A, & .
Black, of Edinhwszh, have recently obtained
un infunction vestweining  the hinportation
into Capada of forcign  reprints of the
Eneyelopacdin Britannica.

The trde in Swmiper books showed o
steady inerease with dhe inilux of tourist«

*This was the tesult of the differences regarding
copyright lexlslation betweet the English and Cana-
dian Governments,

) . lk’_\"!

who come in grater numbers to Capixda

overy  year, As noted  elsewhere,  roaw
5;‘:#:“ d‘mlors attract t.h? nm‘-n-

J ssing visitors b,
200K TRADE. tion of passing visitors by

signs in the windows stut-
inge that the Canadian editions of new copy-
right fiction are chenper than they are in
other countricx.  Local organizations in
wvarious parts of Canadn are working every
souzon to attret more vizitors from ubroad,
No bimneh of tmde will benefit moro from
this movement than books and stationery.
Menntime, Summer sales of books steadily
expamd, The Coanndinn oditions have
driven out the colonial oditions to » con.
sidernble extent.  The renson is that many
of the voloninl «litions are published more
in nccord with English conceptions of what
colonial tastes should be than what  they
nettully are.  In the nest place, hooks by
authors not well known are hard to sell.
Nenrly all the novels by famons  writers
uppenr  in - Canadian editions,  In conse-
quence some denlers aeport that they can-
not. scll the  colominle  except ot grently
rediteed prides. even ax low ux e, for a
e, paper odition. The English publisher,
in some enses, finding that their coloninls
do not xell ax of yore ofier them nt reduced
prices.  But as iar ag fiction is concerned
in this market, it ix doubtiul if reviva) of
colonials ean be ofiected for the reasons
nlrendy stated.

Asx will be secu in our list of June copy-
rights, the  Canadian  publishers of the
Own.”  “Girk Own™ and
* Leisure Hour,” Warwick Brox. & Rutter,
have  copyrighted in Canndy  certain con-

tinued  Storiex in these
(’:2:":::%? periodicnls  which  appenr
"« serinlly in  this  country,

There uovels are by noted writers, and the
ngistmtion of copyright ix doubtiess inten-
ded-to exclude other editions of them. The
titlét nre * Mury Linday's Trinl by
Jenn AL Owens, and ** Something Like &
Snake,” hy G. Manville Fenn. On all thews
questions of copyright we have one and the
sme advice to give the tmde : Respeet all
nuistered elnimy, feaving Iaw costx to those
whoe have money to throw away on them.
We admit that the Canadian copyright law



