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while those tluat 'formerly existed hiave
been increased and perfected. Foremost
as a means of educatiomi and general im-
provement stands the periodîcal. At the
close of the eighteenth century tluc critical
magazines and i-eviews hiad greatly iii-
creased in numbe-s, but at the present
time they have become almost innumera-
ble, as havc also the daily papers. They
;are tic greatest political ol-gans, giving to
the people the thoughts anid actions of
tlii- repi-esentatives. Good and bad are
both brought befoî-e the people, and are
uphc-ld or condernncd. The mnovemnents
of otlier nations are publishced, and thus
sympathîies are enilarg,,ed andl thoughits
w'ideiied, as people are ino longer lîimited
to the know'ledge- of affaii-s iii thecir owni
narroir circles, but are also initeri-eted iii
that whichi occupies the atteiltion of thieir
bi-otiiers iii other lamîds. They contaiii
articles on ail current topics, cspecially iii
science and philosophy. They are also
thue gmt-at orgaîîs for litei-ary criticism, and
aIl classes have the results of our greatest
t!iinik-crs, publishied iii the literai-y revievs.
Owviîg to the luiiit of space they have iii-
ti-oduced a bî-ief, cleai-, conîcise style, ofteîî
elegant and eloqucnt, but aliways positive
and effective. It is tue surest pi-oof that
the gencri mid is becoiuîing moi-e ec-
vated and that the desii-e for kîîowledge is
iîici-casing, as sliuow-îî by the gî-owvtl of the
periodical -ind daily' pa1 îers. The increase
of the foi-mer lias gî-eatly perfectcd the
essay, and w~as, iii trutu thue inistruim-biît by
ivhuicli it was originatcd. VIany' w-riters of
the cssay attaiîi alnost to poctiy iii tlîeir
gî-and anîd lofty style, and wve w'ould ]ose
much thuat is attr-active amîd valuable iii
oui- literature w'ere the productions of the
cssayist left out of the accouîît. Pluiloso-
phy, scienîce, art, religioîî-all come uîîder
their sw-ay, nmd tlueir inîfluence on ali lias
beeui unibounded. XVe do not fiuîd iii tlîe
critical essayists the personal bittcriiess,
tluat so ofteîî prcdoinaýýted iii thue wvriters
of former periods. With thue enlighten-
ments of thuis age lias corne a more pro-
found aîîd eîîlargcd conception of tic
functioiîs of a critic. This is seu to a
superior degyrce iii tlie %orksý, of Macaulay,
Carlyle. Arnîold, Ru.-k-iiî and inally othcrs

hardly lcss known. They each possess
their characteristics, and they differ ii
style, but in the works of each we find the
innate refinement and clevation of thought,
opulence of adorniment and il 'lustration.
To deal wvitl thieir peculiarities iii the
least-to try to wvrite of the majesty of
Macaulay, the profundity of Carlyle, the
exactniess of Arniold and Froude,' or the
sublimity and beauty of Ruskin -requ ires
time and space unlimiied, but they ai-e
and evel- ivill be uplield as the greatest
wvriters of Englishi prose in its golden age.

I America, also, the essay is the g reat
instrument of enlargement of thought,) andi
ini this branch of literature the w'riteî-s have
attained to great excellence. Thoreau.
Hawthorne and the sublime Emerson need
but bc mentioned to prove its perfection.

As the d:aîna %v-as the great instrument
of cc:-;,cationi and amusement in the Eliza-
bethan era, so lias the novel becomne iii our-
ovn diay. It is our di-aima, and to it the
people turni foi- efflarged ideas of the
inanners aîîd customs of the day and truc
pictures of life. Duringc the early portion
of last century thîs bi-anch of literature w~as
almost extinct and conitiniued so until, in
18 14, it acqui-ed anl uniprececnted lustre by
the mnasterpieces of Scott. The samne in-
fluenices that di-ew froin him his historical

lioinsbroghit to lighit the historical novel,written iii a style, easy and graphic, fuil of
grace aïid .vwig ith brightness, but
neveî- polishced ; alw-ays devotcd to tlîc
clevation of truth and virtue-to the deg-
i-adation of vice. We fincl in imi one w-ho
look.- at the broad general effect, devoting
inore tinie to hispictures than to thçîinelody,
and impi-essing ail w-ho, read lus wvorks wvith
the love and synmpathy lie lias for his
follow-ers. he favorite of his ag îdread
throughiout the country, lie still holds that
position- in ii e heaî-rts of thc people. Iii oui-
0wm day, the pictorial nîovel is the most
popular. It possesss chlaracteristics of tle
historical and descr-iptive imovels, but ail tlîe
productions possess to a greater or less
extent, tue roniamîce clememît. Lord Lytton
is thue most illustî-ious representative of this
bramuch, and ivas a great pow-er iii his day.
No one cati read bis -Last Days of Poinpcii"


