
f

f
i

ing it-the division of the produce of
laboi-in the inverse ratio to the,, iai
itself-comimunism wotild be preferable.

But this comipatisen is net just. We
must !omrpare communism at its best,
with the institution of prîvate property;
net in its present condition, but as it
ouglit te be and as it might bc mnade.
The truc princIple of private property bas
never liad a fair 1 rial-at least not in our
ownecon ntry. The law'sof property liivc
not as yet conformcd to thec principles on

R'Ih thjustification et private propoirty
rcsts. Legisiation lias miade property of
what ouglit not to be preperty and --iven
absolute property whiere only qualified
righits ought to exist. It lias given ad-
vantages te sonie and hieaped impediimen ts
upon ollers it has acgavatecl rather
than tcnîpered the inequalities of chances;
but if the tendency liad been. in. the
opposite direction,-to encouriage, the sub-
divison of produve and to favoi' diffusion
instead ef concentration, -the principle
would have none of thicse connections
with sýociùl evils which ail socialist
wvriters assume to bc inseparable.

The decision between comimunism and
private, preperty wvill, perhaps, i'est on
one consideration, and thnt is, which of
lie two secures the greatest anmount of

liberty te the human being. After the
mea ns of living are previded, the greatest
wvnnt of a being is liberty, and that desire
for liherty inc.reases as thr, intelligence
becomnes more developed. On. our liberty
is based the perfection of social and moral
institutions; and any systemn w'hich
would destroy liberty, liberty for the
sake of equiality, 'would deprive mnan of
thc highiest characteristic of human
nature. It lias not been show'n th-at this
liberty is compatible wvith. any extreune
socialistic sdhieme, and it is a question
whether there ivould be left any indi-
viduality of character.

Many modified suhemes have been
proposed by socialists, but we believe
that ail such systemis rnust entirely fail
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in a countury Jike otj?' o)1,1, sin(e the\-
attc-nipt to displice a state 0 o it
bised on private property.

'l'le ('0-operati vo 1movenient wlî Wl lins
bceen assamning sonie sig-nifivanve, ni ay
lead to a benefieiai change iii thc carry-
ing on ef trade and commzierce. Co-opera-
tien maty be called a- vers' iiocl-tied foen
of socialismu, but here eapit-il as well as
the quantity of labor rendet cd is t dccii
into accounit.

\Ve mig-lit allso mention hecre the more
modern socialistic soc-Ieties. \Ve refer
more partic ul rl y to tInt Nihitisun or
Satanisiun w'hidh lias spread abro<1. TIc
supporters ef this doctrine -w'ould di. aw'ay
withi ail governmient anci niorality,
wliether politiual, soueFîl or dorniestiu, and
would even say witli their diviuîît\
,Evil be tlouimy gooci." Thiesaniiie idea1

is found in Feniauism and Erenchi Com-
nunisnîi, where tIe inethiod of persuasion.

is by means of -assassination (and dyn:tiite.
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Otten, as with wonder, awe and delight,
1 liad gazed at the starry heavens wlîich
seemed to be smiling dowvn se lovingly, the
desire burned witliin nie te learn something

iabout those brilliant orbs. I wondlered if
they wvere inhabited, what was their distance
from. our earth, howv large they were, and
many other things too numerous te
mention.

Net far from, my home lived a man
reputed te be deeply learned in the science
of astronomny. lncieed se %vise wvas lie that
people regarded him with a feeling amount-
ing almost to reverence. Here 1 thouglit
was my golden opportunity I made known
te my parents my desire te study about
the heavcnly bodies, asking permission te
take lessons from this %vise astronomer.
They theught it a wild idea, but being an
only daughter, my request was granted, and
one bright night 1 prepared te go for my
first lessen. My fathers's coacliman wvas te
drive me te the humble_ abode ef my tuter,
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