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0BSTITRICS,

THE INJECFION OF PERCHLORIDE OF
I

N.
By Dr. Ropent BARNES,

In discuseing the action of powerful styptic in-
joctions in arrvesting {looding after labour, the
couditions undor which the practice I have re-
commended is indicated have not always been ac-
curately appreciated. The great agent, of cowrse,
in stopping bhemorrbage, is the constriction of
the uterine vesscls by the muscnlar wall in which
theso vessels run. All the owlinary means of
arresting hemorthage se aimed at producing
wuscular contraction. But muscular contraction
depends on nervous power., Thus cold, grasping
the uterus, introducing the band, galvanism, all
depeud for their eflicacy upon the spinal cord
belag able to respond to the peripheral call
When, therefore, theso meaus prove sutlicient,
the inference is generally warranted that the case,
although serious, is not desjernte.  The condition
i8 very different wher the excito-inotor function
is suspended ; when neither by periphosal ex-
citation, nor by centric stimulus, the nerve-forco
enn bo drawn or sont from the spinal corl to the
uterus in suflicicot intensity to cause contraction.
At this point, unless the bleeding is mrvested by
syncope, or by temporary enfecblement of the
circulation, the patient is in the most imminent
danger of death. The slightest shock or distiu~
bance will gxtinguirh the flickering spark of life.
Under such circumatances I have known death
follow, to all appearance immediately causcd by
the injection of cold watew, or.passing the hand

" into the uterus, If, instend of cold water we in-
ject asolution of perchloride of iron, the same
catastrophe may ensue. I8 it wnore likely to en-
sue? Very careful ohservations are required be-
fore this guestion can be answered in the afiirm-
ative. . Peoplo ate apt to think that cold water is
so simples thing that it connol do any harnu
But if it cannot do any barm, is it not probable
that it is, nnder the conditions discussed, equally
yowerless to do any good i Harmless remedies,
an a rule, fail in grest emerjencies. Now, cold
water fails not because it is barmless, for the
shock and depression which it causes are extreme-
ly dangerous ; but it fails becnuse, nervous power
being exhausted, it cnnnot excite uterine «un-
traction, and it has no other virtue in mresting
hemorrhage.

Here, then, it is that atyptics come to the res-
cue. The emergency is extreme, and would be
desperate but for ihe new power invoked. If
blood be still running, it iz instantly seized at the
mouths of the vessels, which become sealed up by
coagula. 1t alno conatringes the inner surface of
the uterus, snd thus further closes the vessols.
The systera then haa time and opportunity to
rally, and by and by the contractive power re-
turns. an estimating the relative value, then of

* eold water and perchloride of iron, we must re-
flect that iron ects and saves life when water is
inert or injurious.  If oocasionglly death follows,
and is apparently aoccelerstod by, the iron injeo-
tion, wo have, on the other hand, to remember
that it was used 68 & last resonrce, whem the;n-
tient was likely to dis even if nothing were dono

and that even under these unpromising conditions
many lives, to all appearance, doomed have been
saved, .

The great lesson to learn is to use the sty'ptic
in time; that in, beforo the vital power has sunk
too low. It was not to bo expected that a re-
mesdy powerful enough to mave under the last ex-
tremity shonld be nltogether frec from danger.
But I have scen so many women bleed to death,
and bave scen 8o many raved by the timely use
of the iron injection, that I am much more afraid
of the bleeding than of the remedy.

In some canes, there is renson to believe that
the iron cnters the mnterine vessels. I have
known intense pain in the uterus follow immedi-
ately on the injoction. How is this cxplained ?
If blood were present in the vessels, it is a chemi
cal necensity that contact with the iron would
cause congulation. I infer, then, that there is a
certnin rimount of suction-action induced by the
relaxed state of the uterus, and by the lateral or
somiprone position of the patient. I wonld
therefore urge that the patient be placed on her
back, and that the uterus be grasped firmly
between the two hands of an assistant during the
injeccion.

In rome cnses, it is easy Lo carvy a swab or
sponge sonked inthe iron solution into the uterua.
In this way probably some of the risk attaching
to injection is avoided. The persulphate of iron,
which is preferred by onr American brethren,
mny have its advantages. Its styptic fores is
probably greater. It may bo used in the form of
one part of the liguor ferri persulphatis of the
British Phannscoperin to six or cight of water.
The proper strength of the perchloride solution
is ono in ten.

ERGOT OF RYE IN RELATION TC RE
TENTION OF URINE.

In No. 23 of the Ceniralblatt, Dr. Wernich
culls attention to a physiological circumstance
which should be borne in mind in the sdminis-
tration of tho ergot of rye. 1t has long been re-
marked in the autopsics of persons dying after
poisoning by this substance that the bladder is so
constantly found distended that this must be re-
garded, not a8 an accidental circumstance, but as
due o a causal connection. The explanation, in-
deed, is not difficult, as the action of ergot on
the sphincter of the bladder has often been re-
sorted to in therapeutics—e.g., in enuresis, incon-
tinence of the aged, paraplegia, ete. Moreover,
in a Dumercus series of experiments performed
with ergot for other purposcs, the author foundin
nurnerous instances that although the bladder
was emptied before the application of ergotin,
yet very soon after this had been sccomplished
the organ was found enormously full. It'is evi-
dent, therefore, that some other factor must have
come into operation besides th spasmodic action
of the sphincter excited by the ergot.

However, Dr, Wernich does not attempt the
explanation of the phenomenon on this occasion,
oonﬁninghxmselftothoobstbtﬁul point of view,
snd in this giving s useful prectical hint. Fo
refers (0 byo canes in which ergot had been nd-
ministered on ac.ount of mhon of pain, bat in
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which effective pains secm to have been kept off
by resson of & distended bladder ; and he wishes
sccouchenrs to bear in mind mot only that ths
condition of the bladder should be ascertained
prior to any manipulation being undertaken, but
also that when mecale has been administered =
iong time without effect they should have re-
course 10 the catheter. It is, Le says, highly
probable that a large portion of the instances of
the failure of ergot iz not due to the bad condition -
of the drug, or its erroneous employment, but fo
the obstruction to delivery cauned by the coexist-
ing distension of the bladder.-—Meod. T5mes and
Gazette,

SEORT NOTES.

ACTARA RACEMOBA.

Actes {according to BMr. J. J. H. Bartlett, of
Kensington,) iz a most useful drug in the treat-
ment of chronic and sub-acute rhecmatixm and
lumbago. Out of fourteen cases of lumbago ele-
ven were cured, and out of £fteen cases of chronio
and . sub-acute rheumatism eleven were cured.
The acteea shenld be givem in doses of half =
drachm of the tincture three timea & day. Inthe
case of two children the dose was ten and twenty
minims, respectively increased to twenty and
thirly minims. Giddiness, headache, nauses, and
irregular. pulse are the symptoms produced by an
overdose. The tincture ahou]d be fmh]y pro-
pared. .

TEE PROCESS OF TAKING COLD,

Daily experience teaches the inedical ‘practi-
tioner that persons whe guard most anxiously
against every possible chance of. taking cold are
most frequently its victims. Geiger inan erticle
on the mortality of children at Wiirtzburg, Ger-
many, translated by Ch. Rauschenberg, M.D.,
Atlanta, Ga, shows that diseases “of the re-
spiratory organs cause, in the first year of life,
the death of relatively many more legitimate then.
ﬂlegmmaw children ; while the contrary is trae’
of diseases of nul.ntxon, proving that the too
great care of fond mothers to their oﬂhpnng fre-
quently produces what it is intended to prevent,

MODIFICATION OF ACUPRESSURK:

The great objection to scupressure (says Dr.
Will, of Aberdeen,)-is the disturbance of the*
tissues caused by the *“ corkscrew” of wire dnring
its withdrawal, and the consequent danger of dis-
turbing the clot. This dificulty may be overnome
by using silk or catgut ipstead of wire¢ The
needle is to be passed under t.he vessel, and ita
point made to emerge beyond it YA double liga-
ture is then to be passed under the pomt, them
brought backwards and tied in the usual surgical
under, but a little to one side of the proximal
end of the pin. Of the four ends of the ligature
4hree should be cut off neatly, leaving the fourth..
Two loops may seem unnecessary, but it is not so,,
for, when ouly one is used, it takes such a firm
hold of the tissue abont the vessel that, durmg its
removal, the safety of theclot is endangered. To
withdraw : first remove the pin b"sgentletwmt-
ing motmnq after which, the knot bemgh‘betw
‘ed, the hpt::n can be readily pullod out.




