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OBSTETEICS.

THE IJECFION OF PERCHLORIDE OF
IRON.

By Dr. RosEaT BAaYs.
In discuscing the action of powerftd styptio in-

jections in arresting flooding after labour, the
conditions under which the practica. I have re-
comended i indicated have net always been ac-
curately appreciated. The great agent, ofcouse,
in stopping hemorrhage, in the constriction of
the uterine vessels by the uisuculnr wall in which
these vessels run. All the ordinary means of
arre:ting hemorrhage ntre aimed at producing
musncular contraction. But muscular contraction
depends on nervous power. Thus cold, graaping
the uterus, intrnducing the hand, galvanniam, all
depend for their efficacy upon the spinal cord
benig able te respond to the peripheral call
When, therefore, these means prove sutlicint,
the inference in generally warranted tbet the case,
although serious, is not desperate. The condition
is very different wher the excito-înotor function
in suspended ; when neither by periphiil ex-
citation, nor by centric stimulus, the nerve-force
can be drawn or sent froin the spinal cord te the
uterus in sufficient intensity te cause contraction.
At this point, inlems the bleeling is anrcted by
syncope, or by temporary enfeeblemenut of the
circulation, the patient is in the mont imminent
danger of deatL Tie slightest shock or distur.
bance will retinguish the flickcring apark of life.
Under such circumstances I have known death
follow, to ail appeurance immediately causcd by
the injection of cold water, or.vssing the band
into the uaterus. If, inîstend of cold water we in-
ject a solution of perchloride of iroi, the sanme
catastrophe may ensue. le it more likely te en-
sue? Very carefl observations are required be-
fore this question can be anwered in the aflirm-
ative. . People are apt te think that cold water is
se simp)e a thing tiat it cannoL do any harn.
But if it cannet do any bari, in it not probable
that it ia, under the cond.ions discussed, equally
powerless to do any good 1 Harmless remredies,
s a ruie, fail in great enerjvncies. Now, cold
water fails not because it e harinmlcs,. for the
shock and depression which it cause are extrme-
ly dangerous ; but it fails because, nervous power
being exbausted, it cannot excite uterine c:,n-
traction, ansd it has no other virtue in t-resting
hemorrhage.

lere, then, it i that styptics corne te the rs-
cue. The emergency is extreme, and would be
desperate but for the new power invokea. If
blood be still running, it i8 instantly seized at hbe
mouthe of the vessels, which become sealed up by
coagula. 1h alo constringea the inner aurface of
the uterus, ani thu further closes the vessels.
The system then hÀa time and opportunity te
rally, and by and by the contractive power re-
turns. àn estimating the relative value, thon of
cold water and perchlöride o'f iron, we must re-
flect that ion acta and savez lite when water is
inert or injuriou& If oocasion*lUy death follown,
and in apparently accelerated by, the iron injeo-
tion, we have, on the other hand, te remember
thai it vas w ad as a lat rebourco, vhen the pa-
tient was likel to die even if nothing were don

and that even under these unpromising conditions
many liers, to aU apparance, doomed haa bee
ased.

The great lesson te learn is te use the styptic
in time; that in, before die vital power ha sunk
too low. It was not te be expected that a re-
nedy powerful enough te nave under the last ex-
tremity ahould be altogether free from danger.
But I bave seen so many Vomen bleed te deatb,
and Lave een no many saved by the timely une
of the iron injection, that I am mach more afraid
of the bleeding than of the remedy.

In some casie, the-e i reason to believe that
the iron enters the uterine vessels. I have
known intense lmin in the uterus follow immedi-
ately on the injection. How i this explained i
If blood were present in the vessele, it i a chetui-
cal ncessity that contact with the iron would
cause coagulation. I infer, then, that there i a
certain aimnount of miction-action indued by the
rclaxed state of the uterus, and by the lateral or
semiprone position of the patient. I would
therefore urge that the patient be placed on her
back, and that the uterus be grasped 6rnly
between the two bands of an assistant during the
ijec&ion.

In some cases, it is easy to carry a swab or
sponge soaked in the ron solutinn into the utenat.
In this way proliably saie of the rissk attaching
to injection is avoidel. The persulphate of iron,
which in preferred by our American bretharen,
may bave its advantages. Its styptic force ie

probalbly greater. It may b used in the fora of
one part of the liquor ferri persulphatis of the
British Phannacolxria te six or eiglt of water.
TIe perop>er strengtl of the perchloride solution
is one in ten.

ERGOT OF RYE IN RELATION TO RE-
- TENTION OF URINE.

lu No. 23 of the CejrulIaU, Dr. Werniae
calle attention te a physiological cireumstance
which should be borne in mind in the admini8-
trtion of theergot of rye. It ha long been re-
marked in the autopsies of persona dying after
poisoning by this substance that the bladder ia ne
constantly fôund distended that thie mst be re-
garled, net ai an accidental circumstance, but an
due te a causal coanection. The explanation, in-
deed, is net difficult, as the action of ergot on
the sphincter of the bladder han often been su-
sorted te in therapeutics-e.g., in enuresiX, incon-
tinence of the aged, paraplegia, etc. Moreover,
in a numerous seriez of expeimenta performed
with ergot for other purposes, the author found in
numeous instances that although the bladder
was emptied before the application of ergotin,
yet very soon after this hald been accomplished
the organ was found enormoualy fuIL It'is evi-
dent, therefore, that sme other factor must have
come into operation beasides the spasmodic action
of the sphincter excited by the ergot,

However, Dr. Wernich does net attempt the
explanation of the phenomenon on tis occasion,
onfinng himeoit- e the obstetrical point of view,
and in thi giving a uneful practical hint. Fe
refers te tyo fefes in which ergot lad been aa-
ministard on ar.ount af a..ationn of pain, but in

which effective pains sem to have bean kept off
by reason of a distended bladder; and be wisieS
accoucheurs te bear in mind not only that the
condition of the bladder should be ascertained
prier to any manipulation being undertaken, but
alo that wheu secale has been adminiaterei a
long time without effect they should have -e-
course to the catheter. It i, !ie says, highly
probable that a large portion of the instances of
the failure of ergot is not due te the bad condition
of the drng, or its erroneous employment, but io
the obstruction to delivery caused by the couai
ing ditension of the bladder.--Md. Times and
Goue.

SHORT NOTES.

AcrAtA iAcElrosa.

Actien (according te Mr. J. J. IL Iartlet, of
Kensington,) ie a mont usefusl drug in the tieat-
ment of chronic and sub-eute rhematipn and
lumbago. Out of fourteen cases of lumbago ele.-
yen vers cured, and out of £fteen cases of chronio
and . sub-acute rheumatism eleven were cured.
The actma ahould be given in doses of Lalf a
drachm of the tincture three timea a day. In the
case of two children the dose -an ten and twenty
niuns, respectively increased te twenty and

thirty minima. Giddiness, headache, naunea, and
irregular.pulse are the symptoms produced by an
overdose. TIe tincture should be freshly pre-
pared.

THE PRoaCEs OF TAKINO COLD.

Daily experience teaches the muedical -practi-
tioner that persona who guard mont anxiously
against every possible chance of. taking cold are
Most frequently its victime. Geiger in an article
on the mortality of children at Würtzburg, Ger-
many, tranelated by Ch. .Rauschenberg, KD.,
Atlanta, Ga., shows that diseaSe'of the re-
spiratory organs cause, in the fint year of life,
the death ouf relatively many more legitimate than.
illegitimate children ; while the contrary i trao
of diseases of nutrition, proving that the too

great care of fond. mothers to their offspring fra-
quently produces whai it is intended to pravent,

MODIFICATION Or A<UPRF .URZ

The great objection te acupressure (says Dr.
Will, of Aberdeen,)-is the disturbance of the'
tissues caused by the " corkscrew" of -i- dnring
its withdrawal, and the consequent danger of di-
turbing the clot. This difficulty may bo evernome
by using ilk or catgut igstad of -wir The
needle in te be passed uAder the vessel, and its

point made 'to emerge béyond it' 'A double liga-
ture i then te be passed under the point, the-
brought backwarde and tied in the usual s'urgical
under, but a little teo ne aide of the. proximal
end of the pin. Of the four enda Of the ligature
.hree should be eut off neatly, leaving the fourih..
Twe loope may seem unnecessary, but it in.not s,.
for, when only one is used, it takes sch, a firn
hold of the tissue about the vessel that, during its
removal, the safety of the clet in endangered. To

witdiraw : fini ramoea the pin by a gentle twist-
ing mantion' after which, the knot beig e
ed, the ligatere can Le readily pulled out.


