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normal condition. The heterotopie location of these cells dis-
tinguishes carcinioma from all beniga epithelial tumors.
Atypical proliferation of epithelial cells signifies their growth.
and multiplication in a locality w'here they have no legitimate
citizenship.

The inalignancy of carcinoma is due to the fact that the
epithelial cells remain ini their embryonic state, fail to reach
maturity, retain their abnormnal vegetative capacity until de-
generation sets in, and by virtue of their ameboid movements
invade the nei ghboring tissues, enter the lymphatic channels
and finally give rise to regional an d eneral metastasis. It is
this abnorial behavior of the epitielial cells, their prodigious
vegetative capacity and their migration into all adjacent tis-
sues, irrespective of their histologie structure, that characterizes
their Ilife history and intrinsie pathologie tendencies. What
are the general influences or local conditions productive of
such a morbid erratie celhlar life ? The discase in its in-
cipiency being local, it would be natural to search for local
causes. If this be the case. where do the first textural changes
take place? Are they to be found iii the epithelial celis or
in the tissues iii their innnediate environment ? These are
questions tliat must be answered before the etiology of carci-
noma is definitely settled.

FAc'rons N TE ETIOLOGI oi C.1 caoI.

That the gencral condition of the organisn, ani aptitiide,.
lias soime influence in determining the disease there can be no
question, but that it is entirely responsible for it is more
than doubtful. If a general predisposition vere the principal
agent in caushig the disease, autoinoculation experimients
ought to have proved successful. In the case of an inoperable
carcinoma of the leg, a few vears ago,I implanted subeutane-
ously fragments of carcinomna tissue fron the saine patient
at two points on the affected linmb. A little nodule foried at
the seat of inoculation, j7emained stationary for about two-
weeks, and then disappeared entirely. The saime experinient
bas bee.n made by several other surgeons, with a similar nega-
tive result. The miroscope lias proved an invaluabl' aid: it:e
study of tle histology and histogenesis of carcinoma, but so
far it has beei. powerless i demonstrating its cause.
Future microscopic researees ilty yield uexpected re-
sults, but it appears to m1e tliat the tiie is at. hand to'extend«
our nquirîes regarding the etiology of carcinoma beyonc the,


