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and condescension with authority, as to inspire the
‘minds of their patients with gratitude, respect and
confidence.

2. Every case committed to the charge of a
physician should be treated with attention, steadi-
ness and humanity. Reasonable indulgence
should be.granted to the mental imbecility and
caprices of the sick. Secrecy and delicacy, when
required by peculiar circumstances, should be
strictly observed ;and the familiar and confidential

~ intercourse to which physicians are admitted in-
in their professional visits should bz used with
discretion, and with the most scrupulous regard
to fidelity and honor. The obligation of secrecy
extends beyond the pericd of professional services;
none of the privacies of personal and domestic
* life, no infirmity of disposition or flaw of character
observed during professional attendance should
“ever be divulged by the physician, except when he
is imperatively required to do so. The force and
.fand-necessity of his obligation are indeed so great,
. that professional men have, under certain circum-
stances, been protected in their observance of
e crecy by courts of justice.
3. Frequent visits to the sick are in general re-
‘quisite, since they enable the physician to arrive tv
. amore perfect knowledge of the disease—to meet
promptly every change which may occur, and also
tend to preserve the confidence of the patient.
'But unnecessary visits are to be avoided, as they
give useless anxiety to the patient, tend to diminish
“the anthority of the physician, and render him
. liable to be suspected of interested motives,
=8 ‘4. A physician should not be forward to
" ‘make gloomy prognostications, bccause they savor
" of empiricism, by magnifying the importance of his
services in the treatment or cure of the disease.
But he should not fail, on proper occasions, to give
‘to the friends of the patient timely notice of danger

. when it really occurs, and even to the patient’

~ himself; if absolutely necessary. - This office, how-
“ever, is so p=culiarly alarming when executed by
.\hlm, that it* ought to be declined wheaever it can

be - a551gned to any other person of sufficient
}udgment and delicacy. - For the physician- should

‘be the minister of hope and comfort to the sick ;
that, by such - cordials to the drooping spmt he

- ‘may smooth the bed of death, revive expiring life,
..and counteract the, depressing mﬁuence of those
o l‘maladles which often disturb theé tranquility .of the
~most. Tesigned'in. their last moments.
a smk person can be ohortened not only by the .

‘acts but also by the words or the manner of a phys:

‘self carefully in this respect, and to avoid all thing

, already hard at work agam. .

The life of

cian. Itis, therefore, a sacred duty to guard him-.

which have a tendency to discourage the patien
and to depress to his spirits.

5. A physician ought not to abandén ap
tient because the case is deemed mcurable for his 'z
attendance may continue to be highly useful,torvi:
the patient and comforting to the relatives around:}
him, even in the last period of a fatal malady, by
alleviating pain and other symptoms, and by:
soothing mental anguish. . To decline attendanc
under such circumstances, would be sacrificing to.
fanciful delicacy and mistaken liberality, that moral
duty which is independent of, and- far super,‘
to, all pecuniary consideration.

6. Consultations should be promoted
difficult or protracted cascs, as they. give -rise. ‘to
confidence, cnex{,) and more enlar“ed we\vs in’
practice. T

7. The opportunity which. a ph)sxcu
unfn,quem]y enjoys of promoting-and streng{
ening the "good- resolutions of his patxent
suffering under- the consequences of: vicious' co
‘duct, vught never to be neglected. = His _counsg
or even remonstrances, will give satisfactioz, ni
offense, if they be prdffereduwyilh politeness,
‘evince a genuine love of virtue; accompanied-by.
sincere interest in the welfare of the person to
whom they are addreséed. o =
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PERSONAL

Our readers will regret to learn of the 1Hness in
London of our young confrére, Dr. Rollo Campbell _;
his father, Dr. F. W. Campbell,” being summoned:’

to England toattend him. From advices recewed
to-day however, we are glad to learn that his 1lln
isnotof a dangerous nature, bemg snnply nervous
exhaustion from overwork in preparing. for an
passing the first half of the examination ‘for the
M. R. C. P., London, in which he: has been suc:
cessful. He has heen ‘advised to defer the pa
ing of the other half until his health is better;’ bul
with the’ determination Whlch is 11ered1tary‘he

Dr. J.B. Howard and wife have sailed for 2 pro
longed visit to Europe. ~ We are glad to Jearn tha
with good care she has comp]etcly re coveled
health C - :

. The wife. of Dr. G T. Ross has plesented
mth a4 daughter



