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points in the diagnosis and treatment of some of the more common
diseases of the eye. My communication will be almost entirely based
upon my own experience drawn from the very large clinical material
at my disposal in the Montreal General Hospital.

Conjuncti% itis is one of the commonest eye diseases which con-
fronts-bolthspeialists and general prartitioner-durihg their career;
yet in no otfierloculàrdisease bas there beenumore room, for advance
both in the matter of diagnosis and of treatment. Happily during
the past few-years great progress has been' made in both these part-
culars and the results have been crowned with success. Looking
back over my comparatively short-eareer, well do I remember, how
in the- old hospitalrdays iuLondbn there was a routine treatmenit for
conj-unctivitis-; the, diagnosisý wasl stirctlyr limited, by, the nature of
the secretion and condition of the conjunctiva, and the treatment
consisted in the use, or I' might ratlier say the abuse, of various
astringents. In,some, cases. this,treatment.happily. it the mark, but
in others the result was a fâilure, or else a prooxged chronicity.
With the promulgation oLthegerrntheory,,,there was an opportunity
for advance, yet but little- was done in this direction in eye diseases
for some years. Astringents were at tlhis tine dropped to a certain
extent; andantiseptic4otionstook:their. place; yet .aaryingiamoint
of empiricism, persisted, ande results, were- not always. so- successful
as onecouldiwish. Duringthe. pastfe.w yearsa uhowever,,great. rides
have been:mad e'by Koch,, Wèeks, Muoraxand Axenfeld,;. new gernis
haverheeedieovered,;.theirrelationshipsi to ,erfain, formsonf octilar
disease havebeen: worked. out ; theconditions e ciay favouring
heirdevopment-have beestudied ; the symptoms they. give rise to

'havebeannotedand3astl, whatissofLmostLiiportancedo the.clinic-
ian, appropriate remedies areý being.discovered. There is, however,
muchýlefttobe, idoneras:. evidenced, fon examples. by the: unceríainty.

- whichoverhangs the germI ofthatiscourgel trachoma.
Tostarttith be it- remembered the, cnjunotival sac inthe w

bornisheld'to be- free frambaeteria but immediatelythednfanthas
entered ou its existencesinthistworid the conjunctiva is exposed to
infectiondéfomtle:'atmiosphere orifrom thei s]hin.withuwhicinitis, in
immediate proximity at the edgesothe lidsa The organisms.there-
fter fomnd intheeyevary greatlein:tleir unature:andupathogenicy 

Their malignancy depends a great deal upon the resisting power of the

424


