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tutional effect will, i dare say, be convinced, on findmig tle failing c:r,
culation of co"lapsed jetients beconing active and stronîg,whileheat an-i
life arc d ffised into c% ery limb and organ, some of which nay ha%
pre% îously been in a semii-imoribund condition. So reinarkable was the
effect in suie of niy cuscs, ihat it looked more hke magic than nn<di-
cne.

Little St. James Street, Aurg·st 21, 1854.

ART. XIV.-Nature of the 11bid Poisons and of the Diseases to u:chc
they give nse. Being an Inaugural Disscrtation presented, March
1854, to the Med. Fac. McGill College. 13y RoBERT CRAIE.

It is not my itention in the following pages to attempt an elaborate
description or expianation of all the phenomena connected with the di-
seases produced by the morbid poisons. The subject is too extensive to
be included within the narrow limits of an inaugural dissertation,and too
abstri-ise and intricate to be undertaken by any but those whose Minds.
have been trained by long habits of research und discr;niination.

But there are certain prominent points that stand out as landmarks,
challenging the attention of every observer, and which have been sub-
jects for investigation to meen of science, eversince Medicine deserved the
name of a science.

Some of the most remarkable of these features, for instance, are the
contagions nature of the dise&ses to which the morbid poisons give rise;
the great disproportion between the cause and the effect ; the immense
multiplication or reprodaction of the poisn within the system ; the re-
gular sequence which the symptomis gerrally preserve; the imninity
Irom a subsequent recurrence wbich many of then have the power of
conferring ; together - ith other peculiarities less prominent, but scarcely
less cl.aracteristic. It is the consideration of some of these prominent
deature3, including the rature of the morbid poisons thenselves, that I
propose as the subject of the followin- essay. I do not intend to take
them up seriatim, i c the order in which I have just enarnerated theim,
but as they suggest themselves in their aipropriate places as I proceed.
In the examination of the subject, cursory as it must necessarily be, I
shall pass lightly over those parts which nay fairly be considered v
.settled, and entcr mare fully into those which still remnain in obseurity,
alluding briefly to the vurious theuries which have been advanced by,
different authors, stating the objections to them, and in sorie cases ven-
turing to stggest others which rpay scem more strongly surr>crted by


