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:utional effect will, 1 dare say, be convinced, on findmg tle faling cir.
culation of coilapsed jauents becoming active and strong, whileheatang
life are diffused into cvery linb and orgap, some of which muy have
previously Leen ina semi-imoribund condition. o remurkuble was the
cffect 1 sume of my cuscs, 1hat it looked more hke magic then medi-

cine.
Little St. James Street, Augast 21, 1854,

ART. XIV.—Nature of the Morlnd Peisons and of tie Diseases to whch
they give rise. Being an Inaugunal Disscriation presented, March
1854, to the Med. Fac. McGill College. By RoperT CRAIK.

It is not my intention in the following pages to attempt an elaborate
description or expianation of all the phencmena connected with the di-
seases produced by the morbid poisons. The snbject is too extensive to
be included within the narrow limits of an inaugural dissertation,and too
abstrase and intricate to be undertaken by any but those whose minds.
have been trained by long habits of research und discrimination.

But there are certain promiuent points that stand out as landmarks,
challenging the attention of every observer, and which have been sub-
jocts for investigaticn to men of science, eversince Medicine deserved the
name of a science.

Some of the most remarkable of these features, for instance, are the
contagions nature of the disecses to which the morbid poisons give rise;
the great dispropostion between the eause and the effect; the immense
multiplication or reprodaction of the poiscn within the system ; the re-
gular sequence which the symptoms gen:rally preserve; the immunity
irom a subseyunent recurrence which many of them have the power of
conferring ; together - ith other peculiarities less prominent, but scarcely
less charactenistic. 1t is the consideration of some of thess prominent
deatures, including the rature of the morbid poisons themselves, that 1
propose 63 the subject of the followin- essay. I do not intend to take
them up seriatim, iv the order in which 1 have just enumerated them,
but as they suggest themselves in their appropriate places as I proceed.
In the exumination of the subject, eursory as it must necessarily be, I
shall pass Lightly over those parts which may fairly be considered o
settled, and entcr more fully into those which still remain in obscurity,
alluding briefly to the various theones which huve been advaneed by.
diflerent authors, stating the objections to them, and in some cases ven-
turing to suggest others which may seem more strongly surnorted by



