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TUE GREEK CUJCH AND THE GOSPEL.

BY I. E. I3UDGETT MEAHIN. TUNIS, AFRICA.

fllow few of us realize wvhat is really embraced by the titie "'The Greek
Church" . In usiug it vie speak of a religlous organzation subîniitted to
by more~ millions than Rormanismn and ]?rotestantism can niubtdr toguctler;
ve speai- of a church named by the name of Christ, and styling itself t1i<,.
ouly orthodox, by the side of vihicli the P«-ope of Rome is an arcli-Protvs-
tant ;* va speak of a despotismn unsurpassed under the Inquisition, and
of a heathen darkness great as tliat of the xnost vatintcd stronghuold of
idolatry.

To xnost of us the Chtirch of Rome is the eînbodiment of evii in the
Christian fold-tho only ]3abylon. Day by day vie have before our very
ejes her human teachings and ber superstitious practices, while vie arc aise
enabled from our ovin experience to gather soine iduit of lier fruits. Buit
of the worldngas of the Church of Greece vie rcniaii iii comparativeigo
rance, ana in consequent indifference. Yet the millionsý under its bwv are
nunnnbered by man, ana te every one of thes it is :is xnuchi our duty te
preach the Gospel as to our brethren whlo sit in darkness by our side.
Dean Stanley bas aptly written of tlic Eastern Church :" That figure
which seemed so irnposing when it was the only one that met our vievi
changes ali its proportions when we sec that it is ov'ertopped by a vaster,
]oftier, darker figure behind.,, t Hle says tlîat the study of ;t briigs about
"9a two-edged disappointinent, " for that it is Catholie and Protestant at
once, a strange anornaly, a living, death. It wvas at one ime the dream of
this divine, as it had been of Melanchthon and others before Min, thiat an
amalgamatffion migit, some day be effccted betwcen this (?huirel and Protes-
tantism-that " the Grcck race may yet 'baud back froni Euirope to, Asia
the light which in former days it handed on fromn Asia te Europe ;", but
the induigence in sucb a hope only sbowed flic, Deau's acquaintance withb

* lie ls Indcd su stlod by one writer or thie (4rm'ek clurai.
t 'TeEuern Cxrcb,1" 1'*4 (p. 43!, to which ici %ritc-r is fifflebtel for mn or tuc coinibari-

$muto tbL-c opeffing paragraphu.


