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pendence of the people. These and other reasons combine to form a
sentiment evervwhere favorable to missioiiary work.

In 1872 tlw, first churcli, of cloyen members, wvas organized in Yo-
kohama. rirom that time work -%as carried on with, steadlly increasing
energy. In 1886, fourteen years af terwards, 1.93 ehurches, with 14,815
baptized meînbers, were reported. Iu 1877 the first Japanese clergy-
manl was ordained; nine years later there were 93 ministers. These
Christianls are not rie " Christianis. Out of their poverty they gave
in '.886 almost S27,000 for ebiciwork. Sixty-four churchos are
wholly self-supporting and 119 arc partly so. Iu proportion to their
meaus the mnembors of the Preshyterian and Colngregational ehurches
give as liberaliy as do Presbyteriails and Cougregatioualists in the
'United States. In the il theologricai, sohools 169 students are prepar-
ing for the gospel ministry. in the varlous schoois are uearly 5,000
studeuts, whio are trained in Chris,:tian kuowledge, as thoroughiy as in
secular iearning. The Bible hias beor. transiated, aud the New Testa-
ment lias been sold ini ail parts of Japan. Somethiug lias been doue
towani' creatiug a Christian literature.

When Japan was freely opcued tcý Christian work and it was apparent
that a field of unusual promise invitod labor, every denomination, aud ai-
most evory sub-deniomination, of Protestant (Jhristiaus sent on its tiny con-
tingent. For the most part, ecd fol1"ews its own course, and takese on-
sel oniy with itself. Iu 1886 twenty differeut societies were represeuted.
At how great a loss of money and strengtli is this petty denominational-
ism maintainedi Nover are the divisions of Protestautism so coutempti-
bic as when brouglit face to face with. the multitudes of heathendomi.
Whien the ehureli undertakes this warfare -%'ith full appreciation of its
dangers and difficulties it wiIl flnd mens to) combine ail its resonrees in
confederate league for the great rrusado. Lt lias not yet learnedl this
lesson. In 1887 the missions of the Reformedl Churcli, the Ainerican
Presbyterian. Churcli, and the Scotch United Preshyterian Chiureli,
united in forming the -Uited Chiurcli of Christ in Japan. The mis-
sionanies of two other ehurches. kindred in doctrine and poiity, have,
joiiied with them, and now, in 18871, a -ývider Union, embracing ail of the
Presbyteri.au, Reformed and Congregtional names, is formiug.

To thiis 'United Chiurcli will be given in large degroe the work of shap-
ing the Protestantism of Japan. lu 1886 thieso churches had two-
thirds of ail the chiureli membcrs in tho empire within thecir folds, and
wieided more than two-thirds of the CI-ý,istiau influence. The church,
18 independeut, froc of ail foreigul eccïtesias;ticatl coutro], Japanese in
form, and, we believe, Christian in heanrt.

The Methodists are seeking a like union for the. churehes of their
name; and the Episeopaians have united the efforts of thecir three
socipties in the cstabliý-Isment of a Single in(dopeudent Japanese Epis-
copal Chureli. The Japanese ininisters exceed in number the foreigu
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