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In ill that constitutes modern civilization we are the beirs of
great ideas, of the experience, of mankind, o~f the best thoughits
of the wisest men of two or three thousand years of hutuian
culture. In politios we have the ideas o? liberty, law, governinent,
the state. In religrion we have the ideas of God) faithi, conscience,
eternal life. In education we have the ideas of scholarship,
culture, liberal arts and sciences. One of these ideas, traceable
at Ieast to the Greekýs, is expressed by the terni "liberal
ed ucation."

There is at the present day a remnarkable consensus as to the
imaportance of liberal culture, and 1ikewvhse perpetual disagree-
mient with respect to the agencies by whichi it mnay be secured.
Educationists should miaintain a sharp distinction between liberal
education considIered as an end, and liberai edlucation cc'nsidered
as a means by which it is prornoted. It is quite possible thiat
the differences of opinion are riot as serious as they seeni, and
that there may be a conisensus as to the goal to be reached, if
there is not respecting the route to be followed.

What end should %e ln view when plans are made for the
promotion o? higher ediucation ? What should be tht product
of our colleges and seniinaries of Iearning?, What should be
the marks of a liberally educated man? In common with
strong characters not liberally educated hie should have a strong
wilI. He sbould aiso have certain well trained and developed
intellectual powers. Amiong these inay be mentioned the powver
of concentration and obsevation, and of jadgmient.

Th contrast of opinion in nearly every field of thoughlt, thie
struggol-ý of old and new standards lu religyious and social life,
t)uch the physical and spiritual needs of the individual far too
closely for us to remain unconcerned observers; of the age iu
which we live. That we live in an age of rapid social variat'nn
cari scarcely be doulted by arnyone who regards attentively the
wvorld about hlm. It is a period of strong socialist tendencies, a
time of extrenies lu religlous faith, disti-ust o? authority, and
qucstioning of long establishied inethods and institutions. The
rush and whirl of the gî'eat world may not ho st.rongly feit here,
but not a few of you have seen iu other countries fierce contests
betw'een labor and capital, street processions and head riots,
meetings of ail sorts an(l descriptions, rchigious, semi-religlious,
anti-religions - characteristics wvbich seelu to mark alinost a
decadence of social anity. And in our own land we are of ten
brought face to face wvith the most confiicting opinions and the
most diverse party cries. With the increase of freedoni bas
corne the increase o? individual responsibility. The young voter
of to-day is tbmust into a maze of political probleuis that is
almost appalling. If his "tribal conscience lias any stuif iu it,"
he feels that the problemis ought flot to be settled, so far as he
has the power of settling them, by bis own family or personal
interests, or by bis individual prospects of profit or loss. He


