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able guilt of bis geener conirade wilI aise show hini
that, even elle of sticb ripe wvisdoîn and advance.-1
scholarship as Mdy Lord iîîîself is iîevertheless seine-
what unquahified for a judge, and not yet iinvested
wvitb the authority of an executie,îer.

0BERLIN College is just, new% excitcd over its
JOratorical Contest. Hlo% would it do to start

something of the kintl amnong the maritime province
collage studénts? 1 V think the idea not a bad oe,
and dIo not .see why iL would not bc quito possible.
Certainly there are arguments îr its favour. It would
stimulate stu(ly ini the departnient of Englislî to an
extent which lias not perhaps beeîî attained hitlierto.
The study of Rhetoric, h)ovver excellent it may bc
in itseif, is not an object of special regard %vith înany
college students, but., having an object of this kind in
viev, zest would bc added thrcughi tho elemnent of
utility thereby coinected. Logic %vould be put in
direct and important use. Authors wvould be studied
with au oye îîot mrnely to their power of l.!easing,
plot iutai-est, eharactor developmneît, but for the t'1-
tivation of style, niethod, iniagination, lariguage, etc.
But the greatest lit -%efit which wvoulà grcw fi-om sucli

aprinciple %v'ould lbe the cultii'atioîî of the art of pub-
lic speakitig. Tt w ould lay the foundation for larger
and more extended efforts in broader capacities. No
pet-son doulits the usýfulness of sucli early training.
Indeed, it iii a question whîether thore, is a branch of
college work deserving of inira censideration than
that of preparation ini a practical wvay for platform
wvorkr. A student is expocted, after graduation, to be
a kind of walking eîicyclop.edia, miaster of ail branches
of study, versed ini everythinig, ready to write au
essay, criticize an author, niavigate a ship, build a
railroad, preach a sermon, expound the law, drive a
horse, and black a boot. Notlîing wvill floor bum
quicker tban a request for a speech. He niay have
the knowledge, the ability, every requisite except the
getting up and niaking it; bu t this, teîî chances te
ona, lie can't do decently. And why , Because lie
never had tha practice. the experie.ace. lie feels silly,
but, aftzar ai], it is v'ery often riot ]lis fault. It is lus
nuizfortune. 13y coneneing, oi, tha oponing of bis
college career, a systeniatie course of study, mid occa-
sional drill in the practiceocf speaking itself, this
trouble would in a largo mensura boe obviated. lia
would coule out, if not a finished orator, at least ne

niera novice iii the art of speaking, and quite prepared
to express bis tlîoughts on any public question in
which lie was at ail conversant. If ail did net taka
adv-antaga of the opportunity, miany would be induced
se to dIo, and wo are incinied to think ail would have
a try. If no pecuniary -inducements were offered by
the autiierities, tlîay would prebably offer no objec-
tion, providiuig it could be satisfaetorily arranged.
Expeuises could be defrayed by admission fes te tha
coutest If an objection should be raised on the
ground tlîat an undue allowance cf tinia would bie
givan te this particular subj oct, te tha neglect of other
studios, iL could easily ba obviated by restricting cern-
petitors te such as mnada a certain fair per cent. ia ail
branches. WVe comnîend thea matter te tuan thoughts
of studants, the censideration of authorities, and notice
cf h.-changes.

WE gladly giva spaca in this issue cf the ATIENEUM
TVte the latter of W. P. Par-ker, B.A., o! Halifax, an

eld graduate cf the collego, and an enthusiastic worker
in Acadia's interests. Both the latter itself and the
annexc'd circulars slîould be read by avery person,
graduate, friend, or student who wislies ta sua Acadia
keep hier place ini thîe proud front cf Canadiali institu-
tions cf learnineg

CORRESPONDENCE.

Thec Editors ù] Me «"Acadia A.theizoeurni
Sins,-Tlie following Cii-cula-a addressed, one te

the inenîbei-slip, cf the Alumuni Society, the ether te
graduates and past stuclents who ara flot members,
will show a portion cf the work wliich the Society has
in baud for the preseut year.

WVith a v'ieîi te afl'erdiîig gi-caLer financial support
te Acadia C'ellege at this tima wlîcn nioney is se
urgently required, tha Aluinni .Society is making a
special effort te inece iLs uîambership (and by se
doiuig te increase tLs revenue) n aias mn L

members a Jubilea Ofiering or contribution ef five
liundred dollars toward the sala-y cf thea Professer cf
tha newv chair of MNodemi Languages for the acadeile'
yca- 1887-88.

Vie collection cf this, $500 will net z4Toct the rais-
ing cf the $50,000 te ba added te the Endowmient
Fund. The Alumini ara contributing te bath objects.


