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El it & privilege to bear the responsiity of acnding abroad peatil.
nce, and musery, and death ?
“Qur cause 18 gaing down,” su:d Judae, *and a price is set
ppon the head of our master: and it I do not betray him some.
body else will.  And why may not I as well pecket the money as
another 2 If you consder it a privilege to pocket the wages of
panighteousncss, do so.  But do not pretend to be the friend of
E;od or man, while you count it 4 privilege to msult the one and
n the other.
*I wish it were bamshed from the carth, But then what can I
™ What can you do? You can keep one man clear; you
an wash your hunds of this wretched busincss,  And if youkgge
ot wilhng to do that, very httle rchance can be pluced on yo
wishes.  Ho that 1s wyust m the least, 15 unjust aiso

ach., I eap hardly conc ive any tlune more inconsistent with §
- creature of God i8 to be caten or drank! We sce in this law that

rery gencrous fecling, every noble principle, than retailing ar-
oot epriit at the present day. ‘The days of ignorance on this
bject have passed by; every man acts with his eyes open.
ok at the shop and comyany of the retader.  His principal fur.
itare 13 a barrel, two or threc bottles, and a half dozen ghsses,
e has a few other things just for a show, brooms, earthenwarc,
ceo, &e.  The inventory is scon made. I say he has & few
her things—for even he 18 ashamed to appear as a dealer in
pat only. His shop needs no sign—every drunkard knows 1t as
I were by instinct.  And even the blind might discover it by in.
plible tokens, and the company 18 a combination of all the
hameless and abandoned.  And there stands the retwler e the
hidst of dissipation, and human nature, in the last stages of carth.
§ wretchedness, in all its degraded forms and'filthy appearances,
wrounding lum.  And his whole business 18"td kindic stnfe, to
meourage profanity, to excite every evil passion, to destroy all)
plutary feats to remove every restraint, and to produce a reck.
psmess, that regards neither God nor man—and how often in the
poridence of God 15 he given over to drink hie own poson, and
pbecome the most wretched of this wretched company. Who
ka beirold an instance of this kind without feeling that God 18
to him. ** He sunk down into the pit which he made, in the
let which he hid is his own foot taken.”
When we think of the ycars hq;’has spent in this scrvice, the
fantity he has scattered abroad, and the he has caused,
yio can calculate the responsibiity 7 And who would envy hum,
rea though he had accumulated a fortune ; or who would take
Is gaina, burdened with all this responsibility 7 But some one
ril sy, I neither make norsell it.  But you drink it occasionally,
pd your examiple goes to support the usc of it. You sec its tre-
pendous effects, and yet you receive it into your houses, and bid
Godspecd.  As far as your mflucnce supports it and gives it
urrency, so far are you a partaker of its evil deeds.  If you lend
bw influence to muke the path of ruin respectable, or will net
plp to affix disgrace to that path, God will not hold you guilticss.
[ou cannot innocently stand aside and do nothing. A deadly
pison is circulating over the land, carrying disease, and desola.
P, and death in s course. The alarm has been given—a hue
pd ery has been raised against it.  Its deadly effects have been
pcnbed, scen and felt. Iis victims are of every class; and
bwever wide the difference in fortune, education, intellect, it
gs them to the same dead level. An effort has been made to
y the plague: and a success surpassmg all cxpectation has
woed the effort. Sl the plague rages to an iminense extent.
i will every good eitizen do? Wil he not clear his house,
shop, his premises of it? Will he not take every prccaution
defend himself against it, and use his influence and his exer-
ta duminish its circulation, and thus diminish human misery ?
be fears God, or regards man, can he stop short of this 7 Can
» W the plenitude of his selfishness, stand up and say, “I'll
€ 0o promiscs—I'll not be bound—I am in no danger? If
_can say this, and gtand aloof, shall we count him a good
? 1'speak as unto wisc men: judge ye what I say.—7Zem-
arce Recorder.

Remarks suggested by the foregoing Discourse.
‘1. 1 there had been men so mad and wicked, as to pay the

‘This 18 the most cominon cxcuse for retaibing. |

{
| the ereation of ali things.

" ecommand of God, for a very important purposc, and us a memorial

v
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~gwit 7 The appheation of this remark to these who pay men for
.making and dealing cut intaxicating drinks, after they know their
nature by their effects, is obvious.

2. This law shows the absurdity of the argument, often brought
forward, in favor of aleohoi, that 1t is a good creature of God.
Is not theox so alro ! In the cast, much
:increase was by the strength of the ox!  Besides, 18 not man also
a creature of God, and once a good and noble creature; and if

i What though it were ?

, the pericious article in question, were remeved out of the way, it

' would be far easier to restore hum to what he was. Why then

ishould the supposed creature be spared, at the expense of ruin to

the real creature of God?  How absurd to suppose that every

nothiug was to be spared which opposcd the great end of God in
The brazen scrpent was made by the

of what might be useful ; but when, by the folly of man, it was
perverted to a bad purpose, the good king Hezckiah destroyed it.

3. The owner of the ox could not be surc thet the animal
would kill any—all that can be said against hum is that he had
much reason to dread such an event—neither is he charged with
keeping the ox after any was killed by him, but only after he was
“wont to push;” much less is he charged with keeping the ox
for the sake of pushing or killing and making gajn thereby.,  But
kthe dealcrs in the drunkard’s fuvornite drink, continue the business
afteg they have secn or known thousands and tens of thousandas
bciné’Mncd by it, and they prepare and keep this article, though
not for tNy, very purpose of ruining men, yetsurely for the purpose
which they sec lcads to that result, and they do so for gain. The
der.dh occasianced by the ox was what men wenld call accident—the
cfféntof carclessness ; the ruin occasined by alcohol is the effect of
a fixed purpose persevered in for gain. The law respecting the ox
shews in how many ways men may be guilty of a breach of the
sixth commandment without intcnding or committing actual mur-
der. Thus we may and ought to see that the law of God is ex-
ceeding broad, but not more so than his glory and the happiness
of man require it to be.

4. If a man knew that svich an ox as here referred to were at or
near the way side, and saw another man ignorant of his danger
approaching that way, and neglected to warn him; would he not
be chargeable with the came criminal indifference to human life as
the owner of the ox?  And does not this equally apply to all who
know the danger of intoxicating drink, and do not warn their fel.
low men? Do they love their neighbour ?

3. The above excellent discourse was written during the daysof
the old pledge, and thercfore speaks only of ardent spirits; but if
all the dismal effects of spirits may be and are produced by all
drinks, containing an intoxicating quality ; ist not foolish and even
absurd to condemn onec kind and commend or allow another con.
taining the very same bewitching, deadly poison, producing all
the fearful effects, which are condemned. If human life be
cnminally taken away, what matters it by what instrument ?
Well may Satan rejoice a% the folly of those v~ t"nk it wrong
to kill men with alcohol in rum or brandy, and right to do the
same thing with alcohol in something called wine !

6. To shew that the dealers in intoxicating drinks act more in
opposition to the spirit of the law of God, than theowner of the ox,
we may add, that the ox would enly kill the body, but the other

of such an ox, would they have been implicated in his

in many instances ruins body and soul for ever!



