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ninisity, and setiled at Luss, a parish beautifully.
situated on the romantic banks l.ochlomond. In|
this delightiul and sequestered spot, he enjoyed a;
favouruble opportunity for pursuing his studies,
which he did not fail to improve, his whole time

lnbours. Being fully convinead that the extraor-
dinury relicions excitement which at that time pre-
vatled was of’ God, he did not consnlt his own cuse,
nor even is reputationt  but while some of hig
brethren stood aloof; he was at great pains to

being occupied with the discharge of his more procure and cummunicate well attested accounts
active pustoral duties, or with his books : and his'concerning the progress of religioa both at home
cnlightened and discruninating mmnd well knewland abrond. e had several correspondents

how to make all his literary pursuits subservient
to the interests of religion, and of lis own
professional improvement.

"This promising young man was not allowed to
continue long n the sccluded situation of a
country minister.
soon taken notice of in the neighbourhood of|
Luss, and by many in the surrounding country,
who had the opportunity of becoming vequainted
with his worth. His unafiected piety made him
acceptable to the friends of religion, his learning
and ingenuity to persons of improved intellect,
and.his modest and cheerful temper to all who
enjoyed his society. Ifaving occasion sometimes
to preach in Glasgow, which he did with universal
approbation, he received a call from the congre-
gation of North West parish, to suceced the Rev.
Mr. Anderson, well known for his writings in
defence of the Presbyterian forin of church
government. e was admitted to that charge
n 1723, to the great satistaction of all concerned.
e was now introduced into a field of arduous
labour and extensive usefulnesy, but which did
not allow him so much time for study as he
formerly enjoyed. It was, however, well adapted
for one who had previously laid so good =
foundation, and who had smcerely devoted all his
time and talents to the work of the mumistry.
His activity and pious zeal carried him through a
great deal more of useful work than wmeny cowld
have done. His calls to visit the sick and the
dying were uncommonly frequent, and his experi-
ence in the exercises of the divine life led him to
be often consulted by persons under the influence
of deep concern about their eternal interests.  In
order to_promote the spiritual intcrests of his
Highland countrymen, he preached once every
month to them, in their own language; a privi-
lege which must have been considercd of high
value, no Gaclic chapel being at that time in
clistence in the city. In every benevoient
scheme he took an active and promivent part.
He most efficiently assisted in concerting
measures for the regularmaintenance of the poor,
and promoted, with successtul efiect, the erection
of the city hospital. In all plans and endeavours
used for suppressing vice and impiety, he was 2
principal mover ; and heartily countenanced a
society instituted at that time in Glasgow for
prosecuting criminals and reformation of manners.
But if his zeal and activity were so grest in
regard to matters of ontward reformation, they
were still greater in regard to the interests of in-
ward and vital religion. Nothing gave him somuch
Joy as its advancement, and when the remarkable
revival commenced about 1742 in several places of
the west of Scotland, he was invited by the
ministers in-whose congregations the uncommon

His talents and piety were!

Boston and in other purts of New JFngland,
whom he greatly esteemed and loved, particularly
Abiel Walley, Fsq., the Rev. Messys. Cooper,
Prince, and the celebrated Jonathan Edwards.
ITc communicated the results of s correspon-
dence freely to his religions fiiends at home, ad
wrote largely and purtienlarly to his Awerican
correspondents what intelligenee he could procure
of the state of religion in Scotland. So much
was his heart in the work, that he met once a
week with some of hiy Chustiun fuends residing
in Glasgow and neighbourhood, for mutually
communicating  religious intelligence, and to
converse on divine subjects. At this period of
active exertion in his various pactoral duties, he
greatly encouraged sccicties for prayamana wist
cd them w:th hisadvice andco-operation.  Several
years afterwards he was the chiet’ origmator
and prometer of a general concert for prayer,
wh'eh was united inby great numbers buth i Great
Britain and in her American colonier,'n recomn en-
dation of which, his friend, the Rev. Jonathan
3dwards, published a tract, entitled ¢ An hmnble
attempt to promote explicit agreement and visible
union of God's people i extraordsnary prayer.’
Toward the laiter part of his life, Mr. Maclau-
rin felt, in comman with the Willizons and other
pious men, peculiar anxiety regarding the peaco
and prosserity of the Church of Scotland. He
had all wlong, during the course of his pubiic
ministry, used his utmost endeavours to prevent
strife and division, bat not with such successtal
effect as = lover of 110 peree of the Chureh, anid
adevoted iriend of divine truth could have wished.
Ilc was, however, at great pains in precuring, by
his influence, the peaceable settlement of vacant
congregations, as appeared partly from papers
found among his manuscripts, snd from circum-
stances well known to his christian friends and
brethren in the ministry.  While he was far from
encouraging an unreasonsble opposition among the
people on the one hand, he was decidedly adverse,
on the other, to the intrusion among them of min-
isters to whom, from conccientious motives, they
were opposed,  An appointment to the oflice of
the holy ministry by ordination, he cousidered o
solemn and very important bu...nct:, which ought.
not on any account to he made sub. crvient. to po-
litical measures. He was perzuaded that the
great design of the sacred function—the edifica-
{ion of the body of Christ—could never be pro-
moted by such violent means as fixing a pastoral
relation, in the face of an universal oppusition;
and, therefore, the violent and arbitrary me-
thods he had scen pursued by a dommant
majority in the Church, in not oniy authernsing
such scttlements, but, as in the cage of Mr. Thos.
Gillespic of Carnock, depoesing frem the holy

religious concern chiefly appeared, to visit and as-
éist them in their _most important and delicate
P2

ministry those who, for canscience’ sake. had
refused to tuke an active part in them, made 2
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