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1n the Glusgow Herald of Friduy, 11th instant,
we obsctve with pleasure tho announcement that
the Scnatus Academicusof the Univensity of timt
city have conferred the degree of Doctor in Divin
ity an the Rev. Robert McGill, Minister of St.

Pauls Church, Montreal. Dr. McGull received | fully affected at the cight of them, whoonce were

his Education in that University; and it must be

lughly gratifying both to himself and to his | now reduced to want and lyime prostrate under

numerous friends here and in Western Canada,
where he Jaboured solong and so zealously, to find
that his merits are not forgotten by his Alina
Mater, and are thus handsomely acknowledged.

LOWER

THE CHURCH IN THE
PROVINCES.

[From the I and F. Missionary Record for
November.)

Lelter—Rev. A. M Tean to the Becretary, dated
Gth Septemnber, 1853.

From the accounts which reached us somie time
ngo, we were led to hope that ere this we should
hare the pleasuro of seving one or two more
Gaelic preachiers aunong us, but we have been
painfully disappointed, and now we begin to
fear that this year at least will pass without any
addition being made to our numgzrs. We cannot
but feel surprised that the licentiates of our Churchs
should find such a difficulty n the way of offering
their scrvices for the short term of three years.
‘We do not ask nor can we expect those, who have
the prospect of extensive usefulness at Home, to
make up their winds at once to a permanent
settlement at thisdistance from their country and
friends, but, considering the destitution which
prevails here, and has prevuiled so long, and
conzidering likewise that those who have been,
aund are so destitute, are among the Church of
Scotland’s most devoted children, it is indeed
painful that, owing to the backwardness of licen.
tiatesto respond tothe appeals of your Commutive,
the very people, who faithiully and Grmly adhered
1o our Church during her trials, should now, when
that Church is agan 1n 2 flouriching condition, be
in danger of bewng absolutely forced to make
application to other Churches in order to have
their spiritoal wants supplicd. While knowing
that the Church had difficultics to contend with
at Home, they were willing to wait, ani they did
so patiently ; but now they hear that she is pros-
perous, that her halls are fiiled as in past times,
and they therefore ask with surpiise—and they
have some reason to do so—Why is it that they
are still to so great an extent unprovided withthe
mcans of grace!  The nuinber of minmsters hiere
was last year considembly increased, but that
oumber is still allogether inadequale to the extent
of the ficld.  In many districts it i3 yet the case
that our people are but ecldom called together to
worship 1n the sanctuary, and in spite of our
utmost cfforts, while so weak in numbers, it will
and must continue s0.  For many a long tedious

year hiad they to complain of this,.  Had italways
n thus with them, they would not be »o pain.
fully sensible of the nature of their condition.
Jad they never had regular ordinances, a sermon
now and thea would render them to some degree
satisficd. Buot many of them were arrived at
manhoad cre they 1eft the 1and of their fathers,
where oa every retarmning Sabbath they heand the
aolemn toll coming from tho holy place to invite
them up to its courls; and for some years after
scttling in this country the same privileges wero
cnjoyed.  To men thus brooght vp—thus accus.
tomed regulatly to repair to the House of Gad—
it is not difficult to conceive with what feclings
they find themselves now for 2 great part of the

car excladed from i, and compelled to d
Sabhath after Sabbath in their lonels dwcllm.g&
The privileges whichtheyonce enjoyed, and which
some of them might perhape have slighted then,
are now vividly before them, and to the extent
1o which ther tnderstand their precicgeoess do
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they feel the bitterness of the cbunge. It is in
ong sense true that their condition is not 2o to be
lamented as that of those who never so regulatly
enjoyed the same privileges; but it is cqually
truc that that man cannot feel who is not pain-

prusperous and in the enjoyment of every comfort,

| the weight of privationand suffering.  What can
| possibly call up the feclings of Christinn sympathy
, if it be not dune Ly secing mrn dragged ayainst

their will from the ordinances of the Gospel—
‘ clinging to the privileges of God's Housg, but

their privileges torn from them~—walking in sol-
emn sadness around their veloved Zion, where
once they joyously sung praises to God, hut the
gates of that Zion barred against them,—adhering
tc the Chureh of their fathers with all the strength
of attachment which the affection of youth, grow-
ing and maturing with every passing year, has
been able to establish, aud receiving at best but
a doubtful reply totheir heart-fetched inquiries,
“ When is o minister tocome yrom Scotland to
us?” Who can but grieve nt such a state of
thiogs? But such, alas ! ia the condition of large
congregations in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island™ Oh!that we were able to gain theattens
| tion of the licentintes, who are uncmplayed at
Home, to the condition of those ple. Could
we succeed in bringing their miods to dwell for a

littte on the matter,—could we fix their thoughts
on it for just the few momentsnecessary to cnable
them to realize to some extent its painful nature,
and still mo:e painful consequences, which are
too certain to need conjecture,—could we do that,
then i Iconfident we should soonhave assistance.
Nova Scotin looks but small when seen in its litde
t cnrmer of the map of North America, and the
importance and urgency of its claims s.ay per-
haps on that account have failed to enlist toa
greater degree the attention of probationers,
but Scotchmen are not the men to consider any
country of comparatively little importance because
t its miles in length and breadth would make it

appear fo.  Once here, and that error would swon
{ be rectied. The complaint would be, not of the
?_ml::lllnm, but of the far too great extent of the
icld.

‘To give youa minute description of all our
| vacancics, were I able to do it, would far exceed
! the linits of an ordinary letter. 1am not able
to do it. I havenot had yet an opportunity of vis-
iting them all. There are two or three of these
vacancies, howerer, which I would especially
bring under your notice. The first is that called
the congregatian of the West Branch and East
River, “This congregation for 17 years cnjoyed
the faithiul ministrations of the Rev. John Macrae,
now of Stomoway. For the last 9 years they

§ have beenwithout a pagtor.  Long indeed, and i

{ most trying, has been their destitation, but their
) attachment to the Churdh: has continued unbroken:

and, strange as it may scem, notwithstanding

that their pastor, to whotn they were exceedingly |
! attached, left them, and notwithstanding the
cfforts made by amother denomination to gain
them over, they arc at this day, after their ninth
year of deetitution is_nearly completed, stronger
in numbers, and certainly stronger in ability and
zcal 10 support a minister than they were 9 years
ago. They are perfectly able to guarantee a
good stipend ; and I have the fullext confidence in
asserting that whatever amount they promise
#hall be punctually paid.  They are now begin-
ning to feel discontented. They say, and we can-
nnt blame them, * We have waited patiently
for 9 years, and is there still no prospect? We
fear we will not geta minister from our own
Church.” I hope their fears are groundicss; bat

tow can we remove them?! We cannot give

£ I would urge, withall the CATDEStRess of
which I am capable, the claims of thia congre
gation an the attention of your Committee. It is

cncotragement Lot as we haveauthority for do:ng |

would have the certuinly of every nssistance and
encouragemerf i his work, of being comfortably
maintamed, und neither in tho Colunics nor else-
where might he expect alarger amount of kind-
ness.  Buch a character T am enabled to give this
congregation. 1 am wot doing so trom whatI
have seen and kaown of them for the last few
months ; I know them well. 1 was brought up
from my youth among them, and 1 am intimately
acquainted with every circumstance connected
with them from the duy they were first formed
into n separnte congregation. To lenr of such o
congregation, solong destitute of the means of
grace, o earnestly, so long, bnt so unsuccessfutly
besceching the Church of Scotland for aid,—2an-
not but gricve nny member of that Church, who is
able from his own attachment to her to sympa-
thizo with others thus situnted.  But, were those
who must thus feel, though at the distance of
8000 miles, to mingle with their people as we do,
and to listen to their complaints, while in the
bitterness of their hearts they mourn over their
condition and prospects, quite sure I am that,
strmg as are the ties which bind yourg men to
their country and their homes, there would be
found among our licentiates, not one, but many
who would willingly make the sacritice, and, as
sure I fecl, that never would thoy have cause to
regret it.

Another destitute locality, which I would wish
to mention, is that of Barney’s River and Ioch-
aber. ‘These two places are a few miles distant
from one unother. In cach of themwn we had a
flourishisng congregation before the Secession of
1843. Qur Free Church brethren were then
followed by the greater part of the people ; and in
Lochaber especially 1t was supposed that almost
the whole hud left our Church. So much was
this believed to be the case that none of the dep-
utations from the Church visited that place.
Some months ago at the request of a few families
resident there the Presbytery of Picton ordered
me to st Lochaber. 1 was agrecably disap-
pointed on arnvang there. 1 found, not a few f-
milies, but a crowded church on the Sabbath,
and a_respectable audience on the week-days 1

seached among them. The Fiee Church min-
ister, who 1s resident there, was absent on that
Sabbath, and therefore I could not yudge to what
extent the feelings of the people inclined to *he
Church. I supposed the greater part mighthave
attended from the pawral curiosity 0 hear a
stranger. A short ime ago I again "visited that
wlace, and 1t happened that Mr. Campbell of the
Free Church was that day at home.” The con-
gregation was at Jeast as 1arge as on the former
occasion. ‘The church was again crowded, and
1 was told that some from want of room were
oblige 10 remain outside. A few among them
never flinched in their attackment to the Church
of their fathers, and some who left'are anxions to
return.  Together with Bamey’s River, they
could with very httle aid, and that md for only
a very shorl time, support & mitster ; and, were
they to oltain the semvices of & good Gaclic
preacher, inavery few years, I feel assured,
they would be able to form themselves into two
scparate congregations, and thus enjoy, as in the
happy years which preccded the unfortunate Se-
cession. the ordinances of God’s house on every
returning Sabbath,

“The only other congregation I shall 10w speak
of, 1s that of Belfast, Prince Edward Island. [
cannot prescnt the claims of this very large con-
gregation in stronger terms than have already
heen done by my excellent friend, the munster
of Charlottc Townj; but, if T caa do nothing
more, I may repeat these claims, and cven that
may not be wholly uscless.  About threemonths
ago, at the camnest request of tne Rev. Mr. Snod-
wrass, the Presbytery desired me to visit Belfast.
On the first Sabbath after my res- ning the is-
land, I preached in Charlotte Town chusch; and

frc- I must here finst say one word to express the

pleasure J denved from observing the snccess

ano of the best congregations in this oolony.  In | which has already attended the labours of AMr.
every vespeet it is 2 most desirable field for a | Snodgrass in that congregation.  Under his zeal-
' oung man. If ot all qualified to be ueefo), he | ous and judicious management it has become a




