The Cross.
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In this week he triumphs over ain, death and

hell—destroys the dominion of the Prince of
Darkneseg, opens for his children the kingdom
tof his adwirable light,' takes nway its sting
from deatl, its herrvors from the grave, converts
the gibbet of infuiny inte a standard of glory,
bears off an entire world as the spoils of his
victory, leads captivity captive, and bestows
gifts on wen, visits and consoles the gloomy
prison of the Saints of old, hursts asunder the
the bonds of Death, the Child of sin, and rises
from the tomb in the majesty of his own pow-
¢r, after having caused the angels of Heaven to
rejoice, as well as the creatures whom he had
redeemed, and offered to his eternal Father the
greatest homage, the sublimest glory, the ful-
lest atonement which even o God could render
to a God.

Oh! this is indeed a great week, a myster-
ions week, a hioly week, a weck of mercios in-
numerable, of graces most abundant, of lessons
most eloquent, of sorrows ost profound, of
love must attractive ! Weil might it have been
asked i times of old, Who will refuse to be
convested in this week 7 What siuner's heart
will remain obdurate 2 What eyes can behold
the sufferings of Love without floods of tears?
Who is so wicked that in these days he will
not become holy > 1Who so intemperate that
wili notbecome sober? \Who so passionate
that will not become meek ? Who <o loqua-
cious that will not become silent? Who so
uncharitzble that «will not forgive ? ‘Who so
impure that will not hecome chaste 2 Who so

unmortified that will not become penitent 7,
Who so dend in sin that will not be restored to !

the life of grace ?

In this week also the Ciwrch, the Faithful
Spouse of him who loved Lar o denih, secms
to exhaust ali her heavenly resources 1o shew
inore fully the extent of her feelings, The most
beantiful and touching passages of tho Book of
lile are chiosen for her 1furgy. David, aud Isaius
and Jeremy, thr Prophet of Sorrows, are called
into requisition, and their thrilling words are

wedded to the wmost plaintive sounds of music,,

and accompnniea by the mostaffecting ceremo.

diction,distribution,nnd procession of the Psalin

~—her melancholy prophecies of the pussion,
and her Gospel narratives of the sufierings and
death ofier Spouse. Her altars ere nalked, de-
solate and covered with mourning. Ste and her
children fast according to his own prediction,
¢ for the sorrowful cays have comein which the
Bridegroom is taken away’ She has Ler Tene-
bree and office of mourning in which she bewails
the extinction of the ¢ Light of the world’ All
her sounds of gladness have died away, her
joyful words are heard no longer. 8he is fast-
ened to the Cross with Jesus The Cross is her
whole theme—-the subject of all her homage,
the Great Book which she presents to her chil-
dren, that they may read in its bloody pages all
the enormity of sin, and all the love of its Ds-
stroyer. In this week too her charity is un-
hounded. As Christ died for all, She prays for
all. Not only hererring and disobadient chil-
dven who have risen up ungratefully against
this best of Mother’s—not only those ¢ather
sheep which are net of her fold’ but theHeatlr-

en, the Infidel, nay, the Deicide Jew is included
i by name in her peiitions for merey.  ln Jbis
| week, she admits to pardon bsr penitent chik
I dren, and baptises Ler Catecliuntens in the foun-
{ tain of Regeneration.

Oh et us spend this Holy Week as becomes
the Saints. Let us renounce our © dead works,
iw serve the Living God® Let us hastei 1o Cals

vary with our Beloved Mother, and under tha
branches of the Tree ot Life which is plantedd
on iig suinnit, let us refresh our wearied souls -
and repose in peace. Let JesusCrucified bs
our only Knowledge,and his wounds ocur assured
‘ refiuge.

! Let us read them over one by one. and suffer
them to transfix our sonls ns arrows of divine
love. Let those bloody ape:tures iv the budy
of our King, Lie so many eloquent mouths 1o ex-
hort us to love him,  llis sacred side Lias been
opened for us, and a passage therghy made to
his tmost loving herrt.  Let us enter in by the
way of love, and emwhrace with our wiole
heurts that n.ost affcctionate Heart which loved
us so wuch, and vwhich we have so often cruel-
Hy wounded.  Let this be our refugo and ever-
lusting repose.  And when our hearts shall be

j entirely united to Jesus, let us die with Hiin on

nieg, every onoe of which is  au justructive Ser- | the cress, to sin, and we will Jeccrve to rise
tnon preachcd, through all the zenses, to the | with him at Easter to all the glories of & row
heart. In this wesk ghe has her Solemn Bene- ¢ life.



