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NATURAL HISTORY FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

M'.R. WORNI AN'D lits FMiY

1 saw a boy mnake a hale in the grouîîd, and (Iig out
fl wormi.

" What cani you teli nie about wvomis ? " .said 1.
" Vorus arc long, sort tngaieat bath ends. If

you eut One in twvo, ece nd gocs offand inakes a
wiîole ncw worm. l'hey have no bcads and no fect anîd
no feelings, andl are no good but forfshbt.

That boy thouglit lie knew ail about the vormi.
Let us take a careful look at aur humble friend. lie

is a long, roundl, soft, dark, siiniy thing. I-is body is
miade of froîii oîie hundred to tvo liuindred rings. Eacb
ring lias on it tiny hooks, too snail for you ta sec. lly
these books tic wvorn limoes lion-' and digs bis wvay in
the grouind. INr. Wormi (..n liold 50o f.ist ta bis, den ur
liole, tlîat yoti bave liard work to pull imii out. Have
yau seen Mr. Robini brace lus fcct and tug witli ail bis
iniglit, wbcen lie p)ulls out a %vornî ? 'l'le worni is liold.
ing fast by bis lîaoks.

Hisîiotih lias two lips. Thei upper lip is larger titan
the tunder. lie lias îîo tcctlî. He is dark.-coloured be.
cause lus biody is full of the eartli wiîicl lie sw.tilows.
If you keecp hini out of the carth for a white, hissi
ivili -et pale and clear. I-e dlies verv soon if lie is sbt
up in a close box. NIr. WVormn bas no tcetlî witli wiîich
t(i grind lus food. He lias inside bis iîody sniai bits of
sto tic. i'lese are as sinail as grailîs of sand. rhîey are
iîîstead of tecîli ta griîîd lus ,"food. %%'lieu you study
birds you wvill fiîid tit, like MIr. W'orni, tliey have no
tctlî. Tlîey, too, carry little miiilîstones itiside tlieir
bodies. 'l'le %oft bmody of tlie wormi wiil stretcb like
lndia-rubber. It wvill hlîod a great deal of food. One
end bias tbe licad, tiîc stoîuiaclu, the parts iliat serve for
a hrinii, and a liîart. L ook at tc wvormi wben lue lifts
luis licad, anîd youi %vii sec lus nioutu. 'l'lie tail end lias
.very stroîig hooks witl wluic ta hld fast ta Ilis ccli.
Thuis tail eii( is also lus trowel, or iiould, a tool %witu
wlicli this poar, ugly w orni liLili)s ta burnld the %varld.

Thue chiief food of tbe wormi is dcad Icaves and stenîs
of plants.

Teworni also likes mnct, anîd will suck tlîc bodies oif
dead waris. Tiiey have na tectli. 'l'iiy pincli off wbiat
tlîey cit. 'I'ley like aniaîîs and cabbage best of ahil
food. They likec miter, aîîd inis live iii danîp places.
If you wisbi ta flid wornis ta study, yau inust scck for
tlieni iii early lulorniii< or late iii tue evening.

Tiicy liturry ta the, surfaîce ta cîujay tlîe falhiîug min.
\W'lin tliere is a long, dry tintie, tuc worîiis go down
dcer aîut deeper inta tue Carlt. Vat calnat find
tlicni %vlien yotî dig for tlienu.

Thiis is vcry strange, that hîumble and dirty worîîis caîi
lie a lîelp t a il ! Lect us sc.

'l'lie wvomis live uîîdcr ground. They îuuakc long,
winding halls, like streets. Thiese littie tunnels liclp ta
keep) tue earth loase, s0 that tic fie roots of tic plants
can grawv well inii . Thcy also serve ta liclp tiîc air
miove mîore casily thîrougli tlîc sou. AIl thîis is af great
tise, aîd people say-"1 Maîiy wvarnîs, ricli land?' Wlien
tlicy iake tlîcir halls and bouses, îliey fi11 thecir long
bodies witii the eartb. Sanie say it is tlicir food. Mr.
Darwiii says-" Oit, lia ! thiey fi11 ilucir bodies witli cartli
just ta get it out of tlucir ta>." 'l'liy turiî tlieiniscîve-s
ilito baiskets ta carry tluc dirt ont front thueir haoses.
Tlhliy work, work, work aI tic tinme, taking ont cartlî,
and carryiîig il ta the top of tic groaund. Eacli picce

is tue shape of a smali worni. 'l'ierc are sa mîany warini,
bîîsy aIl tlîe tinte, tlîat cadi ycar tiîe) briîîg n) tonis ai'
eartli. Th'iis shows yotî the pîower iliat is iii sîinali, %Ve.k
thiîigs. 'l'lic wornis îuîakc tuc Carltfille aii<l mse, h\v
piîiclig it off vitlu tlîeir îiotts. 'l'leî tbeY hrilig this
riclu .soil 'froni b)elow, anid lay it on top, anîd so oit and
au. It is aîuly soniîe tweîîty years silice tis %wîk (if
warnms uvas knoivii. At fîrst peopîle said--" ()I, no, lit)
It caliot be tIi u little, soft worîîis eatiid C()ver :î great
field, soutec inueles dccp, witl i îew eartiî." But il %vas
slîowî ta be quite trtuc. Fields onîce staiiy aiid liard
have becoîîîe ricli and fine. Thiîgs grow îiaw %vliec
onîce scarccl)y aiyting %vould grow. Ail titis is (lotie 1)3'
tue buîsy warni. 'I'iat is wliy 1 said tluat lie lîelps to
build, tue wvorld.

Ba>' waris are just like the parenit wvorîîs, 0111\
siiialler, an<l have flot so rnaîly rings. As thicy gîaw,
tlîcy get miore rinlgs. In soniec kiîîds of sou i t truîis
arc born in a little lîar<l skiîî bag. T'his kehs îiîeîîi
froîn huarîîu, uuîtil tliey get strang. 'Mr. Worîi's hontei is
like a rawv of louug halls. TIhîcsc halls are liuicd %viili a
kind of gltue froîîî tlîc wornii's- body. Th'lis -hic ui.îkt.s
tlîc walis rirmn tbeî tlicy %ili uiot rail iii. The ha:lls are
îlot ver>' decp) under groind. Mienu wiîiter contîes, tlîe
warnis plug tîp tlie (bars of tlîeir hanses. Th'lis s (lotie

b>' draggiîîg into it a planlt st tlîat wull fl anîd l'il
it. 'l'lie warîîîs carry int tlîcir liites Iiaves aii< siaiks
ta Cat. TIhicy bring oni, aîîd tlîrov away, thligs wlichi
tlîey do îlot like. Warnis showv îiicl seuise iii the w:îv
lu wliil tlicy carry tlîiîgs in andu(att of tlîeir boles. ifl
a steni wiil îlot go ini, thîcv toril it over, aiid îry it in sonîiv
otiier wav. WTarnls usually conte ont ofi lîcir hales ai
iii-.lt or in wet wcatlîcr. If tlî> gp faîr frontu tînir lu~.
tue> caîîîot flîîd thîcir wv back. ThI' lieî àu>îîîi. liL )
hale. Eacl wrîi lives abioîîe. Ofteiu iii tue eveliiig or
carl>' îîîrning, or during raili, youî wvili sec woriis îîea-
tlîcir haoses. 'l'lie birds know ail thiese wv i oriiie
woris. WTatch a robiîî or a bluebird. le searclies
for lus food at sunrise, or after stnset, or whle it rains.
Now luis k-esn cyes sec the wori at lus door! l ii gocs
huis sharp bill ! le plls like a goatl fcilowv ! île is
lîuîîgry. He wauîts lus breakfast. 'l'lie woriii lîolds fast
by lus biooks. 'l'lie l>ird braces lus ct anîd luis tail, aîud
tugs liard. Out conies tue woriii ta fcd NMr. Bird. lie
<lacs îîot break off eiven îcittle bit of liis suurt body1>.
No boy coulcl get lîiîîu ont iii tlîat %va'.

Little yoting worîîis kîow liowv ta dig hanses, îîiikc
worin casts, carry otît tlîe sou, finid food, aîîd ihlîi up
the door afi dîcir hanses. TIhey kîîcw nt once aIl Z)tlat
01(1 woris do.

'l'lerc is nuniclu marc ta be fouîid otit abiout %aris,
wliiclî I lioe yoti will be glad ta fearni for yoanrseivcs.
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