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Rubber Shoe Prices.

The Rubber Shoe Manufagturers of
Canuda held u meeting last u:cek in
Montreal to discuss the situation for
the present year, the rolxosvyng com-
panies being represented: N\.:mnd\:).n
Jubber Co., Granby Lubber Co., Gutta
Terche and Rubber Co., Boston l‘tub-
ber Co., and Toronto TRubber Shoe
Msanuiacturing Co. A letter was read
from tho Lerlin Rubber Co, of Berlin,
unt., etating that they would uphold
and carry oub any plans agre2d upon.
it was unanimously decided to adopt a
unmferm price list for the comiag sea-
fou s trade, and @ sub-commiviee was
appolnted to preparc  the ncw price
list to Lo lssucd on April 1 next. The
new price list, says the Caunadian _Sh.:,o
and Leather Journal, it s cinimed,
wiil show some changes made neces-
sary by the coatinued high prices of
raw material. Rubber, cottons. {leeces,
and m fact everything that enters
inte the manufacture of rubber shocs,
nave advanced from 10 to 25, per cent
over last season, aund wooden cases,
not an unimportant item, are costing
neaviy T35 per cent more than ut .t]‘t'c
corrcsponding date of last year. We
arc given to understaud, hiowever, that
the advance that may bLe made on tho
list will not equal the advance in cost
of raw material. The compames will
spdeavor, by ceonomy in manalactur-
g, to kecp prices down as much as
fs possible. As an_ cvidente of thislt
is notorioue that Canadian prices for
fome years past have been irom § to
7 1-2 per cent below the prices at
whicht stmilar goods aro sold In the
United States.

It has been declded by the :ompau-
jes 10 make the rubber year cnd on
the last day of February in cach year
instead of March, as formerly, o that
lists and discounts will bo announced
in future onc month carlier, as more
snitable for the Canadian trade. Many
houses doing trade in the distantpro-
vincer ask for samples in March.

Tho manufacturers, desiring to mect
the wishes of the wholesale trade, have
this scason sent out letters of fnguiry
to all the Jobbers, requesting their
views on the matter of contracts and
freights. and the replies to these let-
ters’ belng overwhelningly in favor
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of a contract binding the jobbers as
to tho prices and discount at which
they will scli to the retail trade and
an equalization of frelghity as  from
competing points, the views uas cm-
braced in these requests will be car-
ried out in  the arrangement made
for the comlug season's trade.

Discounts wili be anvounced slmul-
tancously with the lssue of new price
lists on tho 1at April.

C. P. R. Annual Report.

The annual meoting of the C. P. R.
is to be held at Montreal on the Lth
of Aypril, at which a statement includ.
ing he following information will be
made by the dlrectors:

A balanco shicet of the alfalra of the
company at Dec. 81, 1899, shows the
gross earnings for the year were, $29,-
2380,058.26; the working expenses were
$106,599,872.77; and the net earnlngs
were §12,230,165.49.

'The working expenses for the year
amounted to 58.16 por cent of the
grose carnings, and the net earnings to
4181 per cent. as compared with
59.92 and 40.08 per cent. respectively
fn 1898, The carnings per passenger
por anile were 1.79 cenvs and per ton
ol freight per mile 0.74 <ceuts, as
agaist 1.52 and 0.76 conts respective-
Iy &n 1898. During the year, two hun-
dred 2nd seventy-four miles of th. main
line were reluld with steel raily weigh-
ing seventy-thiree and eighty pounds
per yard, and the policy was continued
of 4mproving thg railway and its faciii-
tics with a view to most economical
opcration.

To meet the requirements of the vraf.

fic. & greator number of cars and, loco-
motives had 1o be provided than was
anticipated a. year ago, involving an
expenditure of $1,070,315.36 in excess
of the appropriation made at the last
amual meeting,
. “The growth of your company’s bus-
hiCss requires an enlargoment of thne
facitties at  Winnipeg that cannot
longer be delayed. In connection with
a new  passenger station 3t is pro.
posed to provide hotel accommodation
for 'the travelling public, Duriag the
past fvear nearly all of the land neces.
sary for these improvements was ac-
quired, but it is cstimated that the
buildinge pad other works will require
an expenditure of $750,000, within the
next ‘two years.”

You will be asked t9 authorize
expenditures during the current year
at iroxgtrc:ll and Winnipeg i connce-
ton with these works to the extent
of §750,000; also expenditures for per.
manent wharves and other terminal
work at Vancouver, $98,817; for im.
provements to permanent way, $937,.
744  for iucrcased yard and other
raclli15 cs at varjous points on the sys.
tem, $461,928, and for additional roll.
in;{ stock, $975,000."

You ‘Wil 0 asked to approve a
leasr by your company of the Mani.
toba & Northwestern Railway Com-
pany’s main line and branches, two
hundred and fifty-three miles in afl.
:x‘nd‘a lease of ihe Great North West
Central railway, extending from a
poind on your main line aeir Bran.
don, Manitoba, in o northwesterly  di.
rection for a distance of ity imiles,
with an cxtension now In course of
construction, twenty miles in iength,
toth of these lines are hmportaut con-
tributors of traffic to your system.
and, iherefore, you could not afford
to have them fall into other hands

Tho land sules for the past year were
416,806 acres, for $1,327.647, as
ixggmst, 848,608 acrres, for $1,121,774,
- v i
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Whant Supplies and Reserves.
Marvelr 1.

Tho world's wheat stock showed a
sn:dl gajn during tho month of Ihebru.
ary. 1t ig truo there was o decrease
of 3,000,000 bushels_in the American
supply, the latter covering the United
States and Canada, but European
stceks showed o blight Inerease, while
thoso fn Australine and Argontinu ulso
showed galus, tho result botug w4 gun
ol 1,308,000 bashols iu the aggregato
world's supply, as tho followiug tablo
chows @ te . . i
Muarch 1, Feb. i,

1900. 1900,

U, S. & canada.. 93,384,000 96,396,000
Lurope & afloat 66,300,000 66,000,000
australia ... ... 9,100,000 7,100,000
Argentinn .. .. we 7,900,000 5,520,000

Totals ... ... ..176,684,000 175,516,000

The aggregate world's supply, it will
be peen, on Mareh 1 amounted to 176,
G&4,000 bushels, au inerease of 1,368,.
00 bushels over I'eb. X and of 1,607,.
CO0 bushels over January 1. Cow.
pared With a year ago the aggregate
steek of wheat is 41,000,000 bushels
larger, aud as compuared with March
1, 1oY5, which wituessed the boginning
of the acato stage of the “Licter

corner,” tho increase is 50,000,000
busheis.  Tho chiel jucrease in stucks

as compared with ono and two yeurs
ago, it Will be seen, was in the Umted
Swater aug Canada, e wlueh sgocks
are 37,000,000 bushels lurger than
Jast year and 44,000,000  bashels

Jarger  than  two  years ago.
uropean stucks aro smaller

than H year ago by 2.
100,000 bushels. Australinn stocks
are vily shightly i exeess, winle the
smajl quar ¢ in Argeantina ren.
ders tho pence. al trebling of stocks
there of littie moment.

Eurgpean supblies were the smatlest
on Marcit 1 tls year reported on this
date for nine years past.

There s silown a decrease of less
than 3,000,000 busicls in  European
and American supplies for tne mounth,
whhe 285 cowpared witit & year ago
thie suid supplics are 33,400,000 bush.
¢ls Jarger, and as cowpared with
1858 they  are  41L,090.00090  bushels
larger, and  with 1897, 26,000,000
vusncis  larger. They are, liowever,
smiadler thau tic stock beld at the
same time in 1896 by 12,000,000
bushicls, an¢ as compared with 1895
the decrease is 33,000,000 bushels.

o

New C. P. IR, Hotel and Depot.

Notice 15 eivg given to the tenants
now cccupying buildings on tho sito
of the propused new Canadian Pacific
Lailway Co s hotel in Winnipeg, that
they will bo required to vacate about
May 1next. Tho principal Luilding on
the preperty is the Royal hotel. The
bulldings will probably be sold oy nue.
tion. t .

City contractors aro now inspeeting
the plans for this building andidrepar-
ing their tenders. It 1s expected that
work will commence as soon as the
weather will permit.  The bullding is
estimiated o cost about $750,000 with.
out furnishings or oxtras.

o

The new 6tore adjoining the post of-
fice in Portage la Prairie, to which
reference was made in The Commercial
of Narch 10, was bmlt and is still own.
el by A. MeKillop, and notl by D. Me-
Lliop, as stated. The storo 18 32 by
85 fcet, huilt of stone and brick, and s
one of the best in the town.




