The United States Variff.

The retroactive clause of the Dluge
tey bull, which aroused so much critl-
el uu the grounds  both of legality
amd poitey, has been atricken from the
‘b\ll as reported to the sennto.  Tho
vtwe fixed for the bill to take offect
sow 18 July 1, aprovision being in-
serted I a now section to the effect
that on and after the date when the
act shall go to effect nll goods,
wores and meecchandise proviously re-

rted for which no entry has Dbeen
made, nid all goods, wures and mer-
chupdise previously entered withiout

ayment of duty and under bond for
warchouddng, trahgportation or uny
other  purpose, for which no
paysmend of delivery for tho

cter or lis agent has been made

b be subject t0 no other dury up-
. the entry or withdrawal thercof
wap U the same were imported res-
peetivety after that date.

Among the other general features of
clu\lllige tfn thie sennte bill iy thoe gtrik-
ing out of the eutire provision relat-
g to reciprocity awd the substitu-
ton 0i a section providing that when-
wver any country, dependency or col-
onty shalt pay or bestow directly or
wdirectly any bounty or grant upon
the cxportation of wany article of
it merchandise from such
country, dependency or colony, and
such artele Is dutiable under the pro-
yalons of the biil, then upon the im-
ortatlon  of any such article into
the United States, whether the yame
Jnll be tmported directly from the
country 0i production or oiherwise,
and whether such article is Imported
fn the sume condition as when export-
of from the country of production, or
ws been changed in conditlon by re-
wmanufacture or otherwise, there ghall

/ b evied  In  nddition  to  the
dtles  otherwlse  impo: by tho
B, an additional  duty equal

o the net amount of such bounty o
grant, however the same be pald or
m . Dhe provision in the Dingley
Liii as 1t came from the house keeping
{3 force the Hawallan reclprocity
treaty Is stricken out, s0 that the
treaty 18 Indirectly abroguted. and
the same duty is imposed on Hawaffan
wgar as 18 imposed on sugars from
olier countries, The sugar cclie-
dale ttself bas been changed in such
a way tiiat 1t bas been computed by
esperts that the one-eighth cent. dif-
lerential fu  the House bin in the
value of refined sugar has been In-
creased to about one-quarter of lo.

The weolen Jdutles have been consic-
erably Inocrovsed, particularly those on
tirdclass woo's, The duty has beea
fscreased on leaden ore, but has been
b rluced on  lead products, such as
white lead, pig lead, etc. The creni:-

cal schiedulo shows a great uumber of
wiuctions, Tle duty om tiu-rlates
Jbes been lightly  reduced.  Reduc-

s have been Thade on beams, gir-

ders, loop Lron and steel and steel
nils. A reduction is noticeable inthe
ghwsware echindu’e, but the changes
b the earthenware artlicles seem to
be an increase over the rate In the
e bifl. Dutiee on tobaceo have been
teduced as compared with thoge in the
§ b measure, but thore lias been an

irease o the luternal reveauo tax
o.beer.  The duty on cigarcttes has
ken deubled, and o duty of 10¢ per
pound kas been fmposed on tea, The
tuty on hops has been reduced about
mofifth, bus  the duty on oranges.
kmors and other fruits has been fn-
@eased  The duty on brandy, cor-

cle

THE COMMERCIAL

diats, absinthe and wilnes has been re-
duecd  Anthracite coal, which lhasg
long Leen on the froo list, s subjectedd
to duty at tlio same rate as bitumin-
our coal. Hides arc taken from the
freo izt and subjectod to o duly of
1 1-2¢ per pound, with the proviso that
upon ail leather eoxported mude from
imported lides there shall bo allowed
tt drawhack equal to the amount of
duty paid op  such hides. Palntings
and works of art have been put back
on the free Ust, as 1s also books [for
Woraries, as well as books printed over
tweanty years, though all others are
made dutinble at 26¢. ad valorom.
The opinlon has bevn expressed
toading members of ulw majority of
the committee, that the bill, In  the
shape in whieh it is at present, will
produce a surpius of $20,000,000. The
beliel ls also expressed thrat the meas-
ure can bo passed in about slx weeks
from the prosent—that s, in  Jjust
about timo to become alaw before
the date fixed In the measure itself for
{t to go into operation.
This outcome seoms to e wore or loss
probiematical.  For one thing, judging
from Washington advices, the changes
made by the committee have proven
disappointing to the Republicans in
the Srnato, and it goes wilthout say-
lng: that i€ that Lo the caso in that
body thoere will be a still greater de-
greo of dissatisfaction In the Hows.
Ti:en the Meense of debate fn the Sen-
ate mupt be taken tnto consfderation
us an element in judgiag of the prob-
nbie progress of o bill ~ which scoms
to afford many opportunities for dfis-
cussion pro and con. TFinally, thero
is the fact that the changes made, §f
maintajned in the Senate, must form
the  wsubject of o conferenco which
may be more or less protracted,accords
ing to the temper displayed by the
leaders in the two houses. Predicpy
tions ag to the date at which the
measure will become a law scem to bo
decldedly premature at present, —
Bradstreets.
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Decreasing Wheat Supplies.
A total of 51,298,000 bushels of

wheat avallable in the Uniteqd States -

and Canada, both coasts, on May 1.
points to a decrease of only 6,878,000
bushels durlng April, contrasted with
10,727,000 buchels in April, 1896, 11,-
148,000 bushels in April 1828, 6,904~
000 bushels in 1894, and with a fall-
ing off tn thie like wonth of 1893, It
is when the 51,298,000 bushels in sight
in the United States and Canada on
May 1, 1897, are compared with like
totals in  preceding years that the
bulls oh wheat may find eacourage-
ment, the fulllng off {s contrasted with
on2 year ago,belug 32,274,000 bushels.
When compared with May 1, 1895,
the decrease this year is 89,306,000
burhels; with May 1, 1894, it is 40,-
183,000 Bushels; with May 1, 1893, it
is 47,949,000 bushels, and with the
like date in 1892, it is 572,000 pusheis.
Our prezent wheat supp les, therefore,
are the swmallest on May 1, since 1891.

Stocks of wheat alfoat for and in
Europe on May 1 aggregated 55,800~
000  bushels, which, whilo 8,156,000
larger than on May 1, 1896, are 8-
100,000 bushels smaller than one
month ago, indicating a relatively
greater shrinkage of reported visible
supplier out of tlie country last month
than in it.

Decreases n domestic and Canadian
available stocks s&lnce January 2
amount to 26,161,000 bushels, com-
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pared with 21,293,000 bushels faillog
oft in four montus of 1898, 36,412,000
bushiels {in 18696, 18,782,000 Lushels tn
1804 and o decrcase of 14,790,000
vurlicls a4 ko portiom of 1893,
But the relatively bullish nature of
the movement of these suppites dur-
Ing the current cereal year may be
sliown stil rore forcibly, In che last
six montls of the calendar year 1692
thie net inerease of home and Canadian
supplies was 78,370,000, while in the
succeeding four months, or from Janu-
ary 1 to May 1, 189083, the deerease
was only 14,790,000  bushels. Tho
latter half of 1898 brought n galn of
84,145,000 bushels, and the next four
months n decline of only 18,792,000
bushiels, The latter half of 1594+ 8w
stocks plle up to the extent of 53,500,-
000 bushels, while the next four
month- cut them down only 56,4120,
bushels, and the latter hall of 1895
brought an Increase of 44,677,000
bushiewd, whieh the next four montls
cut into to the extent of only 21,-
293,000 bushels. This record of fayr
greater increase In the latter ialves
of the calendar yeans 1892, 1843,
1894 and 1895 than were offset by de-
crenses in the succeeding four months®
poriods Is broken by the statistics for
1896 and 1807. From July 1 to
Decomber 31, 1896, available  wheat
supplies  inereased only 14,178,000
bustiels, while slnce Jandary 1 last
they lave declined 26,161,000 bushels.
Stocks of wheat tn sight  here, in
Canadda, aflont for and fn  Lurope
amounted to 107,198,000 hushels May
1, the smallest like total sluce 1891,
and a drop of 14,478,000 siuce Aprit
1.  Shouild the decline for the next
two monthe ogwmount to 23,600,000
buslels, as it did in May and June last
Year and year hefore, the total car-
ricd over on July 1 next will run ag
low as 80,000,000, the smallest  for
seven ycars.—Bradstreets. -
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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.

Reiorm in municipal government was
dizcuseed from many points of view at
the third aunual conference of the Na-
tional Municipat Leagne, whiclh met at
Louiswhle, Ky., this week. The staple

of the work of the conference eonsisted
of the reading of papers in which dif-
fcrent municipal problems were con-
stdered, One of the contributions
gave o review of the progress of muna
feipal reform during the year. Com-
mercial organjzations in  conmection
with: municipal reform were considered
in anctlier paper, whilé still others
dealt with the powers of municipal
corporations, American poltical ideas
and institutions in their relations to
the conditious of city life, home rule
fin American cities, and the exclusion
of partizan poltics from municipal af-
fajrs. In the last-mentioned paper
much wag said about the abuse of the
purty caucus in municipal affalrs, and
the indisposition of the better class of
citizens to mix up in o scrammble for
office with the class of professional
politicians found in municipal caucuses.
The mecthods of nomination prevalent

in most cities of continental Europe
were commended. It is well to direct

attention to all those things, but the
fact chould not be lost sight of that
the bhetter class of citizens themselvep
are in a large degree responsiblo for
the perpetuation of adbuses by reason
of their abstention from participation
i the primary gatherings preliminary
to nominations and elections.—Brad-
streets.



