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THE WHEAT GRADES

As the seacon comes around each year for
the fixiug of the grain standards, thero is
tho usual amount of discussion over the mat-
ter. Ever sinco the grading of Manitoba
whent began there has constantly been moroe or
Jesscontroversy aboutthe grades and tho fixing
of the standards, At first the standards were
solected in the Enst, .t Toronto, and this
guve rise to a great deal of opposition f~om
the West, western people very properly elaim-
ing that the standards should be selected at
Winnipag, by wostern peoplo. It should be
understood here that the grading of grain is
governed by an act of the Dowinion paxlie-
ment, and comes directly under the charge of
the inland rovenue department. 'The act
specifies or outlines what the different grades
shall ba, a3 for instance the aet says that “*No.
1 Manitoba hard wheut shall be sound and
well cleaned, woighing not less than 60 pounds
to tho bushel, and shall be composed of at
least two-thirds of hard red fyfe wheat, grown
in Manitoba or the Northwest territories of
Canada.”  Thus it will be seen that the
general nature of the grades is fixed by act
of parliament. Once a year as soon after the
new crop is harvested as possible, the board of
grain examiners meet and fix standards for
gratt.g the crop, and the composition of this
beard has been the subject of much contro-
versy. ‘I'no western people finally succeeded
in inducing the government to have the
standards selected st Winnipeg, and the
standards board is now composed of a major-
ity of western men.  Still there is more or
less controversy abuat the matter each year,
notwithstanding that the composition of the
*board has been changed several times. East-
ern millers, for instance, claim that they
should have a larger representation on the
board, as they purchase a gquantity of Mani-
toba wheat. Some western shippers claim
that as the great bulk of the crop is exported
diveet, the matter of fixing the standards
should be in the hands entirely of the ship-
pers.  Again the. farmers come in with the
argument that as they are tho producers of
the wheat, the matter of grading and select-
ing the standards should be in their hands.
The present board recognizes all these claims,
and is composed of representatives of the
vavious interests.

The question may be asked, what is the use
of the standards board at all?  As the nature
of the different grades is governed by an act
of parliament, and as inspectors, licensed
under the regulations of a Dominion act, ave
appointed to grade the grain in conformity
with the act, some people fail to
comprehended the sphore and usefulness of
the staudards board. The-act—of~parliament
which significs the general naturo of the dif-

tud, Under which  the quality of a given

t

forent grades, owever, allows g cortain Jati-

grado may_bo mado to vary considerably in
difforont years.  Tho inspectory, in grading
wheatrhavo the act to 5o by; but thoy also
havo tho samples or standards fixed by the
board of grain examiners. Hero is where the
variation comes in.  There is reom for con-
siderable variation in tho quality of the grain,
within the scope of the act, and the standards
board, in sclecting tho standords or samples
for the uso of the inspectors in grading each
crop, say what this variation shall be. The
condition of the crop varies meterially in dif-
forent years, and this is one reason for the
variation in the standard samples, though the
different viows of the persons composing tho
board of examiners, also accounts for the
variation to some oxtent. Some parties, par-
ticularly the millers, scom to want the grades
fixed ns high as possible, while the producers
are always grumbling about the grades being
too high. The producers have the idea that
if tho grades are made low, more wheat
will go into the high grades and they will get
o higher price for much of their wheat. They
should consider, however, that the grade i
simply tho name, and that the name of the
grade doesnot change the quality of the wheat.
If the grades are reduced in quality, the prico
of the grade will also he reduced, so that so
far as tho vrice to the producer is concerned,
the matter about batances itself.

There arc a number of arguments which
can bo advanced on both sides, as to the ad-
visability of varying the standards in differ-
ent years. The varying condition of the
crop may necessitate some variation in the
standards in different years, but The Com-
mercial has always urged that there should be
as little variation as possible in thesamegrade
of wheat in different years. Now thata large
export trade has been worked up in Manitoba
wheat we believe it is even more necessary to
keep the grade as uniform as possible. Foreign
buyers, for instance,-have-become-ncquainted
with the quality of the grades of Jast year's
crop, and any material change this_year will

unsottletiem: 1f the grade is lowered this
year, foreign buyers will be dissatisfied, and
will be inclined to regard our grades as unre-
liable. The way the quality of the grades
has been changed insome past years, buyers
who handled the wheat one year would find
the same grades the next year represented
quite a different wheat. The Commercial be-
lieves now, as it has done in the past, that it
will be to the advantage of producersand ship-
pers alike to keep the quality of the various
grades as uniform as possible. Tho crop can
bo made to suit the grades more than it has
been in some past years, instead of changing
the grades so much to suit the crop.

As for the composition of the board of grain
examiners, and the plan followed in fixing
the standards, no doubt the mode of procedure
could be considerably siwmplified, in the direc-
tion of appointing & permanent board, com-
posed of a fewer number of persons, as for in-
stance. leaving the fixing of the standards in
the hands of the regularly authorized inspect~
ors. The plan now followed -of appointing a
new board cach year, representing various in-

torests, has not unfrequently resulted in tho
appointment of some persons to the board who
have little knowledge of wheat, either as re-
gards quality, or commereial conditions of
handling the crop. Changing the board each
year will also have a tondoney to lead to
changes in the quality of the grades, aceord-
ing to the varying views of the members of
tho board.

IBRIGATION IN THE WESE.

The Canadian Pacific .ailway company has
had an examination made by experts of the
country between Medicine Hat and Gleichen,
in the territories of Assiniboin and Alberta,
with a view to determing the feasibility of
irrigating about 1,000,000 acres in this district.
The report of the engineers has not been made
public, but it is supposed that thoe district can
be irrigated by water taken from the Bow
river. ¥t will bo romembered that at the last
session of Parliament an act was passed to
allow the Canadian Pacific railway company
to select the balance of its land grantin a solid
block in this district, instead of taking every
other section, as under the old plan, the ubject
being to give the company a fair opportunity
to undertake an extensivesystem of irrigation.
It is to be hoped the company willfind its plans
of irrigation to be feasible, and that tue work
will go on at an early date.  ‘The district is
well adapted to general farming, so far as the
quality of the soil and the climate is concern-
ed, with the exception of lack of average raiu-
fall to ensure successful agricultuve, one year
with another.  Thero are millions of acres of
land in . outhern Alberta and castern Assini-
boin which can be made most productive if
irrigation is feasible.  No doubt the streams
flowing in an casterly direction from the
mountains, afford the means of irrigating a
large portion of this sub-arid region. Once a
system of irrigation for a considerable distvict.
such as that proposed to be irrvigated by the
Canadian Pacific vailway company, is put suc-

cessfully into operation, it will serve as an-

object lesson for the rest of the country, and
will greatly encourage similar efforts in the
direction of irrigating other districts. Once
irrigation works have been put in successful
operation throughout the western portion of
the territories, a new era of prosperity will
have dawned upon the country, which will be
felt in the quickened developmunt of the en-
tire prairie region of Western Canada. It is,
therefore, very desirable that the present
undertaking of the Canadian Pacific railway
company should be successfully carried out.

TRANSRISSION OF ELECTRIC ENERGY.

It is said that the problem of the transmis-
sion of electric power for long distances has
not yet been solved, the loss in transmission
being very heavy. The Cataract Construc-
tion company, composed.of New York capital-
ist¢ has spent millions of dollars in develop-
ing the water power at Niagara Falls, with
the object of tramsmitting the power to Buffalo
and Rochester.  As the former city is only
sixteon miles distant, it is believed the power
can be succesfully trausmitted; but in the




