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National Board of Trade.

Considerablo spaco is given bolow to a report
of the annual meeting of the Natioual Board of
Trade of the Unitod States. Many of the
questions discussed aro of interest to people
hero, besides which the resolutions will show
our business people the trend of thought among
the business people of the ropublic.

The twenty-third annual meetiog of the
National Board of Tiade of the United States
was held at the Shoreham Hotel, Washiongton,
on January 17 to 20 inclusive. The attendauce
was pot 80 large ason some former ocnsions,
various delegations being short ia numbers,
but there was a liberal representation of busi-
ness orgavizations in prominent cities of this
country feom the Atlantio to the Pacifio coasts.
The session was au interesting one, although
not eliciting so much of influential discussion
ag in some other instances of these gatherings.

The National Board of Tiade wss organizad
at a meeting held in Phila-delphia in Juue,
1868, at which thirty-two coustituent bodies
wero represented. ‘I'here have since bzen an
aual meatings, with one excepiion. The gene-
ral purposes of the organiz.ion were art forth
as intended to promote tne efficiency and ex-
tend tho usefulness of the various Brardsof
Trade, Chambers of Commerce, and othecr
chartered bodies, orgavized for general com.
mercial purposes, ic the Uaited States; to so-
cure unity and harmooy of action in reference
to comnmercial usages, customs and laws ; espe-
cially to secure the proper consideration ol
questions p-rraining to the fnavcial, commer-
cial and industrial interests of the country at
large.

President Fraley took the chair,

The sccratary, Hamilton A, Hill, of Bostm,
submitted a report on behalf cf the executivo
council.

In view of the position of the anti-option
question in Congress, voznimous consent was
grantad for the introduction of the following,
submitted by Mr. Craig, of Detroit, at the be-
ginniog of the regular proceediogs:

*‘R solved, thatin the opinion of the Na-
tional Board of Tiade, tha business interests of
the country demand tho defeat of the anti.
option bill now pending before the Senate of
the United States.”

This was adopted without a diseenting vote,
and its prompt transmission t3 the Scuate was
ordered.

The following, from the Scrantoa Board of
Trade, in relation to uaiform commercial law,
was adopted;

*Rasolved, that tho National Bourl of Trado
approves any offst cilcuasod t6 remave the
evils iocident to the diverse and mulufarious
syatems of legislatio:, as now existing in the
several states, aff:ctiog commercial transac-
ticas.

Tho following, fron: the New Yoik board of
trade and travsportation, in regard to trade
marks, was adopted :

Resolved, That the growing iwporlance of
that species of property koown as commuercial
trade marks, snd the interest of the purchasing
public therein, aerit snd demand protection
by national legislation which the prescat regis-
tration laws are incflectual to secare.

Rasolved, Toat the bill entitled **'A B:ll to
authorizo tho registration of trade marks and
protect the samo.” S:ate Bill_No. 454, intro-
duced by Mr. Hiscock, and H. R. Bill No.
7216, introduced by Mr. Fitch, in the opnion
of the National Board of Trade, is a just, equi-
table, and deserving measwme, which, il enact.
ed, will accomp’ish a great and necessacy re-
form in the protection of trade marks, of the
ownars thereof, and of the purchasing public,
and Congress is heieby respectfully urged to
givo 2aid bill an eatly and favoiable consider-
ation.

Pcopositioas relatiog to a bankrapt law were
referrod to a committer, which reported favor-
ably concerning the pending bill, and the report
wasapproved.

A department of commerco and manufactures

was favored, in the adoption of tho following,
from the Philadelphia board of trade :

Resolved, That the commercial and manu.
facturirg interests of the country deserve
¢qually with those of agriculture to rocsive the
attention of the Government; and that for
this purpose, a department of commerco and
manufactures should bo created without further
delay. .

In viex of tho extension of public warchouses
in the storage of stiple products aud the
enlarging necessity for use of warehouso ro-
coipts as negotinble instruments the follawing,
submitted by the Ciacinoati chamber of com-
merce, was adopted t—

Resolved, That it is of particular commercial
importance that Scato legislation governiog the
issuance of warchouse receipts and the delivery
of goods represeated by them should bs as
nearly uniform as practicable, and of such a
naturo as to furnish the most complete protec.
tion to the bolder of such receipte.

Roasolved, That tho Nutional Beard of Trade
favors the enactment of measures regu'atiog
the issuance of warehouse receipts and detiniog
the responsibilities incident thereto, with refer.
ence to their application to warchouse receipts
of a negotiable nature,

The various propositions ou the oflicial list of
subjects which related to common carriera and
the inter.state commerce la'vy were refecred to
a committee, whoso re part, with some moldifica-
tion, was adopted as followe:—

Reso.ved, that the National Board of Trade
hercby indorses and approves of the objects
simed at uander toe {aterstute commerce en-
actment, with the recommendation that it be
maintaiced in the statutes of the Uaited States,
io the iaterest of the commerce of the entirc
counatry.

Resolved, That the Nationsl Board of Trale
favois amendments to the law to regulato com
merce between the Siates which will accom-
plish, -

1st: The giving of pronce effect to tho
findings and ordere of the Iaterstate Commmerco
Commission.

2ad. Amendment cof the Interstate Com.
merce law which will exempt in conformity
with provisions of the Constuitution witnesses
from criminal penalties, to the end that in-
formation as to its violations may be male
available in the conrts.

3-d: Such further amendment of the law as
will make corporations indictable and subject
to cxemplary fines for all violations of ths law
committed by thero officers or agents.

4th. Such definition of the terms of the
act as may be necessary to bring within its
terms of provisions and restrictions all coinmoa
carriers engaged in ioterstato commerce,
whether individuals, corporations or lines em-
bracing a diversity of carricrs.

5th: Eoforcement upon common carriers of
strict accountability %o the owner or consigoeo
for the prompt delivery of property entrusted
to tho care of such common carrier for tracs.
portation by the imposing of a proper demur-
rage chargo for delay beyond a reasonable time
io the transportstion of such property.

6.h: Freedom from unreatotable declara
tions of exemption in contracts for interatate
carriage. .

The Louisvillo Biard of Trado iotroduced
the following proprosition :

Resolved, That the forced withdrawal from
bond, by payment of tax or exportation of
distilled spirits, is detrimental to the com-
mercial, financial and manufacturing interests -
of the country,

Mr. Shitley, of Touisville, spoke at consider-
able length in support of tho measure, intro-
ducing data conceraing the workings and effeet
ot the existing system, and poinuag out the
conscquences to bo reasonably looked for if
the proposed relief should nov be provided for,
in viow of the incrcascd tax on 2pirits which
is cxpected to be epacted, aud itc iufluence
on production. Gon. John W, Mason, Com.
missioncr of Intcroal Revenuo was present, und
oxplaiacd various features of the system of
cotlestion.

AMr. Stinard, of St. Louis. did not agreo
with the idea that the bonded period should be
extended. Hoe recognized tho demand for such
relief as due to overproduction, and could oot
support & nearure which proposed such rolief
by goverinental action in tho event of overpro-
duction in onearticlo not enjoyed by prolccers
of others.

The merchant marine subsidy queation was
freely iscussed, on a proposition from the
New York Boird of Trade and Trauspor-
tation, resulting in tho adoption of the follow.
ing:

Regolved, That every legitimate means to
foster our merchant murine engaged in (oreiga
commerce should be adopted by Congress.

Propositions relating to immigration and
quarantine matters were referved <o a commit.
teo, and the followiug ultimately adopted:

Resolved, That the Nutional Board of Trade
hereby recommends tie strict enforcement of
the immigration laws of the United States,
aud further recommends that those laws be so
amended as to require fram every immigrant
desiviug to como to the United Sintes a certifi-
cate from the authorities of the town or dis-
trict where he or she resides, that he or she is
& person of gool moral character, has never
been coovicted of crine, has never been a
public charge, and is of industrious vabits and
capable of taking care of himself or herself,
such certificates to be couutersigoed by the
pesrest United States consul. ~ Said cossul
shall aleo be required to ascertain aud certify
as to tho illiterncy of the immgrant, and the
purpose of the individual secking residenco in
this country to become a good and layal citi.
zen of the United States

Resolved, That the National Board of T'rade
recomnends the establishmont by law of
national qnarantine regulations.

The fo lowing from the New York Board of
Trade and Transporta‘ion was adopted :

Resolved, That Congress ba memorialized to
provide for commercial relations with the
neighboring countries upoan broad snd compre-
hepmive principles of reciprouty.

Tho Nicaragua Canal received coasideration,
The regular list presented soversl propositions,
which were referred to the officers of the Beard,
with instructions to preparo a memorial to Coa-
gress embodyiog the views indicated in the
Ppropositions.

The following, relativg to an American ship
capal, offured by the Albany Chamber of Com-
merce, was adopted.

Resolved, That the Nztional Board of Trade
heartily endorses the bill now belors Congross
appropriating the sum of $100,000 or so much
thereof as may bo < ccessary, to defray the ex-
ocnse of such surveys aud estimates of the coat
of constraction of a ahip canal wholly within
the torritory of the United States, from tho
great lakes to the vavigable waters of tbe
Hudson river, and urges 1ts passoge by Con-
gress.

A proposition from the Cincinoati Chamber
of Commerco relative to a ship canal from
Lake Erio to the Ohio river was submitted, as
follows :— .

Resolved, That the plan of effecting water
communication from Lake Erie to tho Ohio
river, along a lue from Conncaut Hurbor,
Ohio, to Davis Island Dam, near Pittsbucgh,
as surveyed by a cominission of the State of
Pennsylvania, and reported to the State leg-
islature of Penusylvania in 1891, is deserviog
favorable consideration, and Congress is herchy
requested to provide for a survey and report
upon the feasitality of such a plan, inasmuch
as tho accomplishment of the project woold
be of the highest imporinnce to the com.
merce of thu Ohio valley and its connectwng
intereate.

A interesting paper, beariog upon tho above
proposition, was read, from Col. Thomas P.
Roberts, of Pittsburgh, an eminent engineer.
Refereonco was made o tho origin and condi-
tion of the various canals of Westera Pean.
sylvania, Ohio asd IJodiaza, with much of
data pirtainiog to the lino above proposcd,

and the oxtent of commerco botween the North.




