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woll as last apring, and now have largo stocks
on hand, whilo their harvest has not been 2o
unfavorable as muny had predioted. Buitish
farmers, on the contrary, have not been fortun.
ato this scuson. The number of pigs in the
United Kiogdom has decroased in twelvo monthe
26 per cont. ‘U'bo prico of shoep aince 1889 has
fallou about 18s per head; the iiny crop is a com-
pleto failure, and *‘thero is hardly any good
crop ;" oven barloy, which was tho prizo crop of
tho yoar, has suffered from heavy rains and
high winds. Naturally, thon, it is to be ox:
pected that British farmers will hurry thei-
grain to market, and any cousiderablo vecovery,
therofore, is not Jooked for.  **In spito of ail
that,” tho Stasist ventures “to think that the
prico of wheat is now too_low, and that thora
must bo a recovery long before the ond of the
ogricultaral yoar."” .

This opinion it bolstered by tho continued
crop failure in Russis.  That country will not
bo able to oxport heaily, haviag no surplus to
draw from. Then, agaiv, it is probablo that
India, Australia, Soath America sud similav
countries drew Jargely last year on old stooks,
becauso prices wera high thon, and *‘thoy woro
tempted to hurry to market averything thoy
had ready.” in spite, thop, of what remains
over in the United Statos from last year’s har
vest, somo people are by no menas convinced
that there is a large surplus from past years,
taking tho world all over. The London paper
named is rather inclined to think that the sur-
plus is very much smallor than usual.—Brad-
strect's,

Firg At Virden,

Tho town of Virden, Manitoba, was visited
by a dizastrous fire on Wednesday pight. The
fire broke out about midnight, in the rear of
the Central hotel stables, and spread rupidly.
Following is the report as wited to the Free
Press:

A big fire took placo at midnight, seid to
bave commenced in reat of the Central hotel
stables. A strong wind from thesoutheast car-
ried the flames to Wilcox & Higginbotham's
storer.  Koester & Sons’ place was next
burat. The Virden house, Wyatt's stables
and soveral other buildings were oa five
at tho same time, including the C.P.R. niil-
way sheds and dwelling. By the extraordinary
work of the fire brigade and people generally
the fira wos under contrel abous 4 o'clock. The
loss as far as known is $10,000; insuracce $20,.

The Virden Houso is a total loss. The value
of the building is $4,000; insured §2,500. The
contents were valued at £5,000; insurance $700.
The loss was by removal and breakage ouly.
McDonsld & Hill's total loss is §2,000; insur.
asce 81,500. ‘The Graud Central hotel's total
loss is: Buildings $4,000, insurance $£2,500;
contents, total loss, $3,700; oo insurance. The
barber shop total loss on building is $500, in.
surance $400; total loss, stock $200, covered by
insurance. Wilcox & Co., totol loss of building;
value §1,500, insurance $1,000; stock mostly re.
meved to their new Lrick and stoae buildiug.
Estimate of stock burntnot made out. Jones’
butcher shop, badly damaged; insurance S500.
The fire was stopped at Jones’ by the efforts
of tho brigade and assistance from residents.

The fire was carried by stroog winds over to
the C.P.R. station housc and sneds. Hillier's
loss of furniture is about $500, covered by ia.
suransce. The C.P.R. loss by removal and
damageis $8300. Wyatt's lime house was bura.
ed down, Loss on contents and building,.$400.
No insurance. J. Higginbotham’s drug store
and Norsewoith's harness shop are o total loss.
The buildings were valued at §3,000. Insurance
$2,000. Higginbothan’s stock is alsoa total
loss, Value about £5,000, insurance about $2,-
500. Norseworthy’s stock was partly saved.
No igsurance. Koester's flour and fecd build-
w§ and contents are a total loss, insurance
only §200 ; loss about §600. Mrs. Woolhouses’
loss by removal of stock of fancy goods, toys,

statjonery, ete., is covered by insuranco. Mr.
Perry loses by romoval ; no insurance. Mr.
Foator and Mr. Fraser also logo by removal ;
covered by insuranco.

Thoe McHean olovator, yrist mill, tank houso,
C. P. R, froight sheds, offico and stationmast-
ar's dwolling snd mavy other buildings quite o
distanco from the burning buildings caught
five, but were Immediately oxtingushed with
littla or vo damage to the buildings,

This is the sccond serious fire in Virden with.
in two yoars. Last year tho block just south of
tho one now in ashes was destroyed.  The blovk
burned to-day was bounded by Neleon street,
Sixth avonuo and Wellington streot. Tho
Granad Coutral hotel, in which the fire is raid to
have originatad, faces Sixth avenue and closoly
adjoins \Wilcox's store, which is on tho corner
of the avonue aud Wellington street. 'The
stores of Higginbotham and Jones faced Nelson
streot and woro 8o close to the otheras that it
was impossible to save them. Botwueon tho
Grand Central hotol aud the other hotel of the
town, the \"uden Houso, there stood a framo
implemout warchouse, and this catching at an
eatly stago sct fire 19 the Virden houso and
stables, on the corner of Gth avenue and Well.
ington streets, and being dry framo strictures,
they foll an easy victim with nearly all their
contents. Tho C.P.R. railway sheds wero
across Sixth avenuo and some distasce from the
burned block, but not sufficient distauce away
to escape tho hot bloze and were damaged with
soveral other buildings iu their locality.

As far as can bo ascortained the insurance is
light and will cover only a very amall portion
of the losses. Oa Wilcox’s general store there
was $1,000 in tho Manchester company and the
contents were insuted for three thousand dollars
divided hotween the Commercial Union repre
sentsd heve by J. Patterson and one of the
companies representod by A. Holloway. Hig.

inbotham's goneral store was insured for $100
sn the Royal Canadisu. Qa the Virden hotel
buildings and stables there was 82,000, balf in
the Nocth British and Mercantile aud half in
the Caledonian. The vontents of the hotel were
covered with 8500 in the Lancashiro and $800 in
the citizens companies.

Farm Values and Mortgages in
Rinnesofa.

Much interesting light upon the condition of
the farmer to.day as compared with a decade
ago will be furnished by the report of the Min-
nesota Buceau of Labor Statistics. The bureaun
has been engaged for some time preparing a
statoment of the relative number of mortgage
foreclosures for the years 1SM1 aed 1881, to-
gether with @ comparative statement of farm
values and mortgage redemptions for the two
years, This work has already occupied two
years of the time of tho Bureau. We have not
yet received « copy of the report itself, but
have gathered the informatioa which follows

from extracts and abstracts appearisgin the
St. Paul Pionser Press. It appears that the
statistics of land values presonted in the re.
part, together with all the allied statistics,
have been compiled from the records of the re-
gister of deeds’ othices in the several counties
of the state, In the tables of land values are
included the sales of land by tho acre. It takes
no account of land sold by the lot or block as
in the towns and cities. In each.county in the
state there is first taken n abstractof sll trans.
fers of land for the given years, whero thoss
transfers appearon record. From this listis theg
eliminated a1l dceds given where no completo
consideration or value of the land is given in
the deede. Thus all deeds for a doliar and all
deeds given to clear up title ave stricken out.
The list that remains includes all lands sold
whero the valne of the land isexpressed in the
the instrument of sale.

The data thus gathered are being arranged

in n numbor of tables, some fifteen in all.  The
Work an thess tablos will nat bo comploted be.
fare tho middle of noxt month, but it has pro.
gressed far enough to bring out the facy that
tho nverage valuo of farm lands in Minnesota,
as & wholo, has advauced mnterially in tea
years.  The general advanco of values, it a
said, has brought into the markct many aores
of railroad land that is of so poor a gunlity
that it was unsalable ton years ogo. Th}s land
is suld at o low price por acre, und in a few
countios so much of this land was sold in the
year 1891 as to bring down tho avernge value
of oll lands sold in chese countics to u lowor
lovel than that reached in 1831, It is pointed
out, howaver, that tho faot that the land has
advanced in theso couatios is shown, umong
other things, by tho increasos in tho. average
valuo of luuds other thau railroad laads, and
by thz average price at which Jand has been
nold on foveolusure.

With a view to bringing out tho real causcs
of tho mortgagoe foreclosures of to-day in Minae-
sota the countics of tho atate ave geouped in
four divisions, In the first division ars placed
tho mortgage records of the older settled agri-
cultural counties of tho state, the counties huv-
ing quite gonorally adepted a diversified system
of oropr. The second division comprises the ro-
muinder of the counties mainly dovotd to agri-
culture, including those countics which maiuly
rely for their income upon one or a very fow
crops, and embracing the great wheat-produc-
ing section of tho state. Fn the third group
will bo arranged the mortgago stutiatics for the
countics maiuly covered by timber and the ones
in whose territory are boing dovolopol mines
of various kinde,{whilo the fourth divisions will
contain tho record of forced <ales of land in the
threo cities of Duluth, Minneapolis nad St.
Paul. None of tho statistical collocations have
beon comploted us yet, but the figures relating
to the first divisioa have been tabulated so far
os to render somo comparison based ou them
possible.  According to the journal quoted,
the number of foroclosures of farm mortgagesin
twenty-two countics in the three southern tiers
was in 1891 less thau a fourth of what it was
ten years before. One influcaco making forim.
provement in the interval was the extension of
a system of diversified farmiug.

The jouroal guoted says that the other groups
in which the mortgage foreclosures of the state
ara arranged show  marked contrast with the
counties just reforrad t1, and adds: **The great-
est contras 18 presentou vy pisving the record
of tho cities by the side of the farming couatics
grouped as above. One of the larger citios of
‘the state shows more foroclosures thaa all the
counties in group one. The era of spsculation
led many people of sma'l means to buy land in
or near cities on credit. Thoy did vot have
capital on which to basea successful specula.
tion, and henco the bad vesult shown by the
long list of foraclosures of acres, lots and blocks
in t%m threo cities of Duluth, Miuneapolis and
St. Paul, particularly the latter two. This
game act is the explanation of the large number
of mortgago foreclosures in countics containing
timber and mining lauds and not largely agn.
culturel.”  This prelimioary accoant of the
work of the Minnecsota bureau will cause the
completed raport to be looked for with interest.
— Bradstreds,

The Canadian paper makers, saysa Moutreal
telegram, havo decided to advanco the prico of
paper owing to the prohibition of the importa.
tion of foreign rags.

"The Ottawa board of trado bas reseived com.
munications from soveral infuential lumber
firms askiog ghe board to request the Govera.
ment to postpane the sale of timber limits an.
pounced to take place in October, and to take
into consideration tho advisability of reimposing
tino export duty on logs. Itispointed ong that
theras a duty of $1 per 1,000 on sawn lamber
goiuvg to tho States, while logsaraaimitted free
1or mapufacture ian tho staves, therefors Amer-
ican lumbermen wore able to outbid Canadians
at these sales of timber limits.



