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TuE PRINTER AND PUBLISHER

EFFECT 0F POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS
AN EXAMINA TION 0F TIIE PROBLEM NOW CONFRONTINO

CA NA fAN PUBLISHIERS.

WV. C. Nichai, Editor The Povi-ice, Vancouver.

T lI-,lion. Mr. MNuluck's bill to reimipose the postage on
nevispapers ivili come mbt force shîortly, and il will be

intercsîing 10 note wbiat effect h bas uponl the newspaper
industry. The immediate resuit of it will probably be the
suspension of some of the journals that are weak financially,
wbile ai of Ihose which enjoy an extensive circulation wijli feel
the imposition keeiîly. Various ways of meeting the burden
wilL suggest îlîemselves. Ini some instances the subscripîion
puice of the papers wilt bu increased, i others the cost of pro-
duction wili be cut down eiuber by curtaîling tbe number of
employes or reducing wages. lin any case hardship wil ensue
and the conclusion is irresistible that the measure was botb
injudicious and unfair.

'l'litre are many reasons 10 be advanced in support of this
contention. The newspaper business is the only business in
Canada whicb is absolutely wiîhouî protection in any formn.
The r.twýIpapers must pay duty on thetr presses. type, Lnd
paper. Everything tbey ute is taxed, directly or indirectly, and
they gct nothing at aIl in return. In addition 10 tbis, the very
Parliament whicb consents to carry papers mailed ini the United
States free of charge to any part of Canada, now proposes t0
make miatters worse by making Canadian papers pay for trans-
mission, not only 10 points ini tbe United States, but 10, places
within the Confederation. If anyonle can see an atomn of reason
or justice )in ibis, it %vould be interesting to discover wbere it
lies. It is worse than unfair. It is e\tending 10 the business
mtn of a Ioreign country a consideration refused t0 our own
people.

One catînot but feel that the Posîmaster-General devised
this nieasure in ribsolute ignorance tof the conditions under
whicb Canadman newspapers have been publislied. To the pro-
position that tiewspapers should pay postage there cati be no
reasonable objection, but il must be borne in mind that tbe in-
dustry-whiclî, as a svhole, employs more men, pays more wages
and put more money in circulation than any other industry in
Canada-bas been built up under free postage. The news-
papiers did not ask to have the postage cut off, but it was taken
off and îhey adapted themselves 10 the new conditions. The
reimposition of postage now means an uphea*val in the journal-
îsîic world and will provoke an unsaîisfactory, unseîtled and
damaging sîate of affairs, no malter wbat steps are taken t0 meet
the conditions wbich the Act will bring about. WVhen the post-
age was ordercd to be rcimposed the duty sbould have been
struck off paper, type, presses and patent medicines, because
with this specific lax upon them the newspapers should be ab;e
10 gel their raw matetial duty Crue and be placed in ;x position
t0 compete for Aracrican advertising. If the American manu-
facturers; were allowed to seli their goods in Canada free of duty,
il would make a différence of thousands of dollars a year to the
publîshers of every Canadian paper.

Il is a bard enougb tnatter, under the best of circumstances,
10 miake a newspaper pay in Canada-il is doubly liard in B3ritisb
Columbia. Only a baker's dozen of thie Canadian papers are
making over a few thousand dollars a year, and thie majorilj e.
them barely manage to keep tlieir heads above water. In
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B3ritish Columbia the cost of wages, of paper, frcight rates and
telegraph tolis is so great that it is an almost blopeless task to
make a large financial success ai a journalislic enterprise.
Printers get frùm $21 a week up. Pressmen and stcreotypers
the same. The foreman of a news-room tbinks he is
underpaid if he gels less than $2 c a week. If the newspaper
uses Mierganthaler machines a niacinist is necessary, and he
dernands $25 a week for bis services. These wages ru" $7, $9,
$12, and $14 per week greater than is paid ini the cast. The
cost of living in British Columbia is greater than il is in Eastern
Canada, but flot two or tbree timtes as great. While these high
waiges are paid, the earning possibilities of the British C'Iumnbia
newspapers are flot as great as the papers of Toronto and
Montreal. Theïr adveylising rates are lovier, and they aie,
called upon 10 tie up capital 10 an extent that the eastern papers
neyer dream of. The eastern papers neyer think of putting in
more than one carload of paper at a lime. There are three car-
loads of papier storcd in The Province office at a lime, and
each one represents an expetîditure of nearly a tbousand dollars
*before the paper reaches Ibis office.

Sucb facIs as these might be extended indefinitely, but what
bas been said is sufficient to show the peculiar conditions sur-
rounding Ibis business of newspaper publishing and tbe peculiar
bardship enîailed upon publishers by the reimposition of post-
age. The Province is quite satisfied of one îbing, and that is,
that when the papers flnd out bow tbe measure: is burting tbem,
such an outcry will be made that the Act will be repealed, or
the newspapers be permitted to get their raw material duty free,
as they sbould.

CANADIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION.

PROGRAMME OF. THE MEETING.

So far as arrangemnents are made for the meeting of The
Canadian Press Association in Toronto, in February, the pro-
gramme for the two days will be, provisionally, as follows:

THURSDAY MORNING

Reports of E-ccttiv'c and Secretary-Treasurer
Prcsidcnt's Addrcss.
Appoinitanni of Commitite on Resoltions.
Nomination of Ofriccrs.
Consideration of Kamnloops Standard Case.

rTITURSDAv Ab-TERNOON.
WVar Correspondenc.'-Johin A. Ewvan.

"Prcsswork in Daily Oticcs." -L. J. Tarte.
-Coliccting Subscription.--A. G. F. Mav.Jona'd. Open Conference.
-Presssvorc on \Vecklics.'-Tlîc President. Open Conféence.
-The Ncwspa-pcrs and Agricuitural Progrcss. -Prof. Jas. WV. Robertson.
-low Ncwsp-.pers MIay Increase Tiieir Revenu.--John Bayne MfacLean.

TIIURSDAY EVENING.

The usuai banquet wiil bc hid. at which it is cxpccted that MIr. E. L.
Godkin, editor Novi York Evening Post, wvili be prescrit.

FRIDAY MORNING.
Tender Work for Municipal Printing."-Dan McGillicuddy. Open

Coaferente.
-Use and Abuse of Plate Nlatter.'-L. G. Jackson.
*Bureau of Forcstry." -Tlios. Southworth.

Election of Officers.

A publisher in eastern Ontario informs PRINTER AND PUB-
LISHEit that there is anl opening for ant energetic man wvho
wisbes to purchase a weekly witb a printi ng office attacbed. The
paper bias been a !.)ng time in existence and is the only Con-
servative paper in the county. Any inquiry wîll be sent in con-
fidence to the publislier.


