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TUIE FROET KING.

From ot his winter palnce,
Tho Kln‘x has stnrted forth;
The Lirds have left thelr summer rests;
The wind §x {n tho north.
The river and the mountain,
Tho brown and w. Inkled sod
Beuln to show alrendy whero
s messengers huve trod.

The clonds unroll thetr erinite,
And o'er tienlow, lane. nnd strect,
Lilce courttors, aprend thete mantlesdown
Befare thor yal feet.
Closo to the friendly ¢ racrs
The ~holtered tvies oling,
And wo r (hinlr emoraid cloaks desplte
The coming of the Klug,

1is mion and lopk were haughty,
s volee is cotd and stern,

And yet his ki xes on the cheek
Liko erimsan roses barn.

Dewn from the crest d mountaln,
With grando i in his tread,

The Winter King Is cominz with
A white crown on lils head.

Not amid waving b . aors,
Ur to the goutid of druing
HBeating tholr ghitddext musio,
Ths conquering hero comes;
But sliontly and £oiemnly
He euters his domatn,
With twenty and o iundred good
Stout ycomen i his train,

Clasplng the old carth tightly
Autvjust his frozen biroust,

As ifshe wers his choson Queen,
130 says, 1 Lring tueo rest,

Thou hits relghed long and nobly,
Thy virtues atl are known

And thor wlit not forgottet be,
Though 1 possess tho throne 1"

Contentedly reslaning
Her sceptre and her crowe,
Boneath 1. downy coverlet
The weary gueen lny down,
To sleop with her compantons,
Whno, at the touch of spring,
Shall rlse ninin in time to seo
The going of u Klug.

The Prussian Army.

(From a Military Covrespondent.)
Berniy, Sept.

A General once told mo he_ had come to
the conclusion that *'science in war wausa
mistuke ; that success depends not on long
studied combinatitng, not on ciwreful and
prinstuking prepatativn, but on accident
and hard tightig!t This General has the
reputution of being an excellent officer. tle
is, I believe, a frst rate dnill-sergeant; and
when he commanded a regiment it was in
excallent otder, fie¢ is aluwost certuin in
the event of n Europenn war to inve : n im
portant command, I he hus, 1 paty bhim,
untess s hus chnnged s opinion. Butl
pitty 81ilt more the puor fellows whom he
will lead to certaua destruction.  Me. Sulney
Herlert, in his celebrated speech delivered
in 1856 on the instruction of tho officers of
the Army. quoies the following remuarkable
assuge, dictated by Napoleon 10 Montho
on at St Helena, in allusica to some ob-
servations he hud made to lus brother Louis
at Toulon :—

¢ Brought to France when 14, Iouis en-
tered onthe lite of.n raan ‘at the siege of
Toulon on hearing me Bay to him, in *Ue
widst of the corpues of 200 grénddiers, v in
through thoeignorinco of their comumander
at the assault of an impregunble side of
Fort Pharon, *If 1 bad commanded here,

all these brave men would be sull alive.

Learn, Luis, from this example now avso-

lutely neceesary instruction is to those who

aspive to 6 ‘mmund others.'

It may bessid thue Napoleon waga heaven
bogn genius, an inunte comuwunder. So he
was, But those who imigine thut he arriv~
ed st such ® pitch of excellence without the
deepest study, continued over s pertod:-ol
yeurs, never Ceaging—~nay, more, tevar flag
ging-—are greviously deceived 1 ‘cannot

do better than recommend them to read
“ Lanirey’s Lifo of Napoleon.! They will
thero lenrn how complete was his early edu-

oation and how continued wus his subse-{

quent industry, As hing been said—¢ In all
matters relating to war Napoleon wus the
most learned of men.” - ha vopeatedly de-
clared that the way to learn his art was ¥ {o
reud over and over ngnin what has been ne.
complished by the best Generals. ‘There
wrs 0o war that had ever been waged whib
which he was not familir, und tha livet inti-
mation which his Staft hnd of the prospect
of n campnign was tho closo manner in
which ho pored over muaps nnd histories for
many months previously, In tha latter
days of J811 ho wrote to his libraries for
* information na complete us porsitio on
the enmpnign of Charles XIL in Poland and
Russin’* It would have been well for him,
Lad he profited more by its study

‘This eardinnl and allamportant principle,
that by worl. and study alone csn mihitnry
excallence be nttiined, has long been recog-
pized in tho Prussinn Army,  Thero is none
in which mulitary scicnco is more higlily
valued and none in which it 1s more univer
sully cultivated, Work and diligenco aro
conceived to ba the anly sure road tosuc-
cess in war ns in other sciences. and the
events ol 1ecent yerts linve not tended to
coutradict orv falsily this doctrine. It wmay
uo snid thit Germuny hins been especially
fortunante in possessing n number of able
men to lead her armies to victory. In the
words of Nupoleon bimself, * u Generai i8
the head, the soul of his army. It was
Ceosar, not the Roman Army, who conquer-
ed Guul; it was lannibal, not the Cartha-
piniuns, who brought tervor to the gates of
Rowma ; it was Alexunder, not the Macedon
inn Ariny, who mndo a way to the Indus;
it was ‘Curenne, not the French, who reach
ed Weser and the Inn ; it ivus IPiederick the
Grent, not the Prussiun Army, who defend:
ed Piuss a during the deven yours against
thio threo cliiet Puwers of Buropod? ‘L'his
may bave been true in former days when
armies were small, when means of communi.
cation were slow and limited, when cam-
puigns lusted yeurs in plice of weeks—
#uen, in tact, the command of sn army
could be under the costrol of a single com-
wander. It is ditferent now, A PFredevick
the Great ut Gitschin could scurcely have
won the the victory of Nachel; o Turenne
at Wo.th would not have « eteated: Frois
sard at Spicheren; n Huvatbul at Metz
would .not have achieved the triumph- of
Seunn., Not even a Napoleon communding
the besieging hosts round Paris could have
diiven bick successive armies that from ull
stdee and lor muny months vainy attempt-
ed to cttect its reteuse, The snecoet of the
extraondinary successes of the Lrusuin
Arniy Jies not in the genius of any one com*
mander, nor of uny number of ber commun®
ders,but in the mititary system by which her
officers aro educated und her armies aro
tratned. Among the many Marashiils that

served tho lirst Nupoleon, among the tuany

Gaeunerals that asststed Wellington 10 win hus
viciories, was thers any ono who displayed
uny tuarvellous talent or who hns bequeath

ed a giest name to postetity 2 all:springs
of sctivn were in thuse days centinlized 10
those two ex.iordinary men,. -and:i.when
they passed awz,r thero. was no system left
bebiud to perpetuate the wilitury efliciency
which, by themseives, they had crented, It
is diflerent iu this country. -Of the 1aany
Generals that theJast cawpaigns have made
renuwued, there is not one whose 10ss need
Yo cousidered irreparable , por need it Lé
suid that avother equdlly competent would
not be found 10 taiko his pluce. Power is

controlled from Derlin, riot 'centenlized
there, Nor is there ¢ny ‘vast machitery
relieving. in pence, sutoidinates from the
responsibility which in war they necessarily
must nssume. Suoh n system must brenk
down when put to a severe straift nnd trinl,
ns it nlways has done, ‘Thé English Whar
Oftico, heaven knows, is largd enough, con-
fused cnough, and intricate enough 3 fancy
whnt the German Wur Office wou'd bo if
maniged on thy samo systetn, with about 19
army cory 8 underits control and in time of
war 0 million and a quarter of men under
armss~ .

It is ensy for strangers when visiting nny
eountry to pick holes in customs and to
ridicule manners, which they but impor-
fectly undesstand, Similarly it is not diffi-
otlt for nny inan possessed of a ceptain
amount of professional ansd techyicat know:
ledgo to point out various detusils in which
he considers the same profession in his own
country 8 superior. I do not think that
this is the ohject at which thoss who seo
other countries und armies should endeavor
to sim, ‘They should saeek 'to. improve
thomselves,and, as far as lies in their power,
to convey informution to others—they
should try and find out the metits and ex»
cellencies, not ‘tho faults of their neighbors.
In my remarks on what I bave seen of the
Germun Army [ have eudenvaured to follow
out this principle, and have striven to svoid
any ncedless und profitless remaiks on
sutall things in which I may funcy that other
armies hinve an ndvantage, i

‘I'io ono point nbovo all athers which ap-
pears to me worthy of adpiiration in-the
German Aimy, from the highest to the low.
est ranks is the distribution of responsibili.
ty. Baclione in bis own grade is permitted
to do s work without undue interferenco
{iom Uis superiors. The Wur Office hus lite
tle to do compured with ours, since the Gen.
ernls commandiug corps are svpremo in
almost all giitters, pecuniary us well ag
militnty, nnd settle quentions with reference
to the officinls in Berlin, Oflicers comnintiy-
ing urmy corps nre not overivorked. be
cause the Generals of Divisions under them
bave also their duties. sud nre allowed to.
perform thews without interference., So on
down to the niore detniled nnd mipite
uranches, the oflicer commnnding u hatta
tion does not attempt to communtd every
company ‘in it, and hencéd can do his own
‘work efliciently ned easily, This' prineiple,
-of delegation of authority is illustrated in
(iermzvy in the field ns well as it {he office.”
What specinlly strikes a stranger at the
fierd*days I have scen is absence of fluery
and haste; there is uut litle galloping
pitner und thither with orders, und Lhave

never yet seen hero a General taking comn-
mund of n company as 1 have elsewhere.
How much better 10 leave subordinates'to
do their own work,und not imperil great mate
ters lor tho snke of some trillng detail, Io
Lreal war, altera General s mude his lrgt
-dispositions, once bis troops have gone into
nction, it may be sad- that the fato of {lie
duy isout of us hands, The tula of batile’
ebbs and flows, ‘but he is powerless 1o in-
fluenceats result; except by the ise ofro.
serves on the veeded spot-ut “the criticil
‘moment, shotild- ¢éven \hoy ‘serve o lelp
bim, - - oo : o
Theto -is ulso another point whidh, has
‘struck me- as being specially ‘rematidible
FromallI bave sceny and -Lesvd of ‘tther
‘urmies, 2 number- of notoriovsly inefticlent
and--inéapatla ollicers——men with physical
ormentalinfirniities ~are allawed to revudn
sin them: - ‘Fhe remurk {s of ten maitg,**Gb,

it 18.0nly poor so'und'30.” ¢ Ho iy-as-hlind
as o bat,or asdent ug a post,” or ** is known



