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IMPENDING FAMINE IN BENGAL.
GOVERXMENT WORKS TO BE CONSTRUCTED A3 A
MiEABURK OF RELICF.

By the arrival of the India muil we have
advices from Bombay to Nov. 3. The Ga-
zelle of that date says that the all-absorbing
topio of the day is the impending famine ip
Bengal, of the expected severity of which it
continues {o receive reports. ‘‘We have
previously published (it adds) a few melan-
choly notes from Tirhoot showing that the
want of rain had interfered with the pros-
pects of thecrops, and disheartned the ryots
from sowing, in consequence of the hard-
ness of the ground; but further accounts
from various parts of Bengal serve to show
that there is more and more fear of a direful
enlvmity ip store. Not merely has the rain
{all of the past seasun been inefticient, but
during the previous year also the supply
was considerably below the average, and
the corps conscquently small. so that the
surplusin hand at the commencement of
the season was inconsiderable. It is thera-
fore to be feared that the scarcity will be
far greater than during the famiue of 1865-
66, when the preceding year's crop had been
bountiful. The drought moreover. on the
present occasion has been moro extended,
Ovirsa is almost the sole district of
Lower [ ngid which has  escaped the
scourge. 1 the uouor of the Lieutenint-
(iovernor of Bengal, Sir George Campbell,
be it'spoken, that he has not lesitated to
grapple with the difficulty, and he is strain.
ing every nerve to meet the cccasion. On
Saturday last he started from Hazareebuagh
for Patna, where he arrived almost without
halting, there to concert measures or relief
with the Cummissioner, and at Luckee Serai
he bas to await the arrival of the Viceroy,
who, alarmed at the state of affaira. started
suddenly from Simla, on Friday, to consult
with Sir George. From Patna the two
dignitaries will proceed to Caleutta, A tele-
gram received on Thursday informs us that
itis rumored that the Government bus
authorized the commencement ot the Dar-
Jjeeling Railway and tho further extension of
the Soane Cunal, a: relief works. Rice
has risen in Bengal some 30 per cent. in
value, and even in Bombay the price bas
been enhanced.”

Tho Caleutis Laglishmer writes as fol-
lows : : .
Whatever may be the probable or possi
ble extent of the ealamity that appears to
Le threatening Benyal in the partial failure
of its food supplies, there can be no doubt
ihat the promptitude and energy displayed
by Sir George Campbell in preparing to
maet and provide for the worst are deserv:
wg of all praise.  Ife has already visited
tit part of the country about which the
worst - apprehonsions are -enertained, and
personally enquired into the present condi
tion of pftairs and the best means of provid-
ing for the futyre; and at the present
moment the elaboration of remedial
measures i8 engaging his anxious attention.
\Ye hope. and .believe, that the situation is
on the whole notso. gloomy as sume of our
contemporaries would bave it {0 be ; but it
is beyond all question sufliciently critical to
“demmnd  the mo:viearcfal  consideration,
amd o warrant. very lurge and liberal
schemes of relict ou ithe part of the
Government, Sir George Campbell's move*
wents show thae Né féels and duly appre:
ciates the respcn-ibility that is thrown
upon him; enl we belisve that we ounly
express the general felling of the public
when we congratulale the country fon hav

e

ing such a ruler at such a time. My
minor faults of pseudo vigorous government,
will be atoned for by the true vigoe which
we all believa the Lieutenant-Giovernor to
be capable of displaying in eeasons of real
emergency. [lis [Iouor doubtless feels thit
such an occasion will afford him the best
possible opportunity of vindicating the
general character of his Administration ;
and without discussing the value of snch a
vindication as such, ail Brugal will certainly
sympathizs with him most heartily in lis
attempts, and will be ready as heartily to
applaud him oun their success. But vigor
without discretion is very apt to defeat
itself ; and inasmuch as be believe that Sir
George Campbell's public acts have savored
oftener of vigor than of discretion, it is on
the latter point that we wish to take up our
parable this morning. We come to caution
Ceesar, not to praise Lhiin. One of our con-
temporaries, who takes the gloomiest view
of the state of the food supplies, allows his
‘imagination to run riot in devising all mrin

ner of relief-works for the districts that are
most likely to be famine striken. [rriga-
tion, local railways, teomways, and we know
not what other cistles in the air, are
immediately to be set on foot in Behar to
mitigite the severity of the famine which is
certain to press hard on th.t part of the
province ; 2nd all those suggestions—whicl.
might fire the enthusiism of less enthusias

tic siatesmen than the Lieutenant-Governor
—arv made apparently with very little
deference to the actual effects extznsive
relief works undertaken in districts cut off
_from all posibility of obtiining an adequete
food supply. Public money will be distri-
buted among the famishing peasantry ; and
this is appareuntly all thit is thought neces-
sary by our contemporary. Now, such a
measure is obviously highly effectual ina
district where food, though at a very high
price, and attracts further supplies of grain,
even at & higer price,wkat are the effocts of
extensive reliet works? The - increased
aggregate of wages only has the effect of
raising the price of the hoards of grain
actually available in the country, generally
to more than the full extent of the in-
crease ; that portion of the peasantry that
can benefit from the reliet works is hardly
better off thau before, because of the rise of
prices ; thic rest of the peasantry are far
worse off, and by their efforts to avoid stat-
vation (for starving men will pay any price
they can for food), aggravate the famine by
raising still further; and not only all the
money expended on the relief works, but
also much of the original scanty store of
peasantry will te swallowed up in the
famine prolits of the holders of grain. Of
course there is no part of eivher Behar or
Bengal so utterly cut ol from external sup-
plies as that we have pictured; but the
demand for these supplies is likely to be so
enormous in the mostafllicted districts that
all ordinard sources will be drained dry, and
all ordinary means of transport aro likely
to be found insuflicient ; in which oase the
cor.dition of those districts will be not very
unlike that which we have supposed above,
& condition thaf was almost fulty realized
for a time in Orissa in 1866. The obvious
moral of all this is that the first thing to
which Government should loock is the pro-
vision of as ample means ot transporting
rice into the afflicted districts as can possibly
be obtained ; the second is the establish-
ment of Government granaries at accessible
places, stocked with all the rice that can
be obtained at a reasonable rate in more
fortunate Provinces ; and it is only after
these points have been attended to, that
relief works can be set on foot with any but

disastrous rvesults. It is true that the
management of Government granaries as
competitors with the bunnias during the
time of famine is a suljoct of the greatest
difficulty and delicacy—on which we may
have something tosay hereafter , bat experi-
ence has proved that the difficulties may
he successfully coped with. But, as we
have attempted to show above, the most
important point of all is the amount of
cheap transport available; if this be provi-
ded to a large extent at the public cost,
private enterpiise will do much to mitigate
the horors of any but the most wide spread
famine. ‘ :

The latest official reports represent the
state of the crons in Bengal as rather worse
than the previous week. In many districts
the crops on 'bigh ground were believed-
to be past remed. Prices were '‘generally
rising. -London Daily News, Nov. 24,

The new edition of the Encylopsedi Britan-

nica, now in coursé of preparatlon, will it is
gaid, cost the publishers $1.000,000.

Her Majesty the Queen has, upon recom-
mendation of Mr. Gladstone, granted to
Lady McClure, the widow of the discoverer
'of the North-west passage, a pension 6f £100
per annum from the civil iist. The late
Vice Admiral, Sir R, McClure, died intestate
consequedtly his widow only became entitled
to one third of the property, which was
sworn under £5,000. '

The Vuse' Fublica, of Matamoras, states
that eluims'exceeding one hundred millions
of dollars have been presented beforo the
Frontier Commissioners, as indemnification
for depredations and injuries inflicted on

American citizens on the Mexican side of the
Rio Grande. ‘

A special fromy Puris to a London morn-

ing journal says the defeat of the Govern.
ment on the vote in relation to the appoint.
ment of Mayors, is not to be considered
important. A vote of confidence in the
Government was to be asked for yesterday,
which, it was said, was certain to be car-
ried.

In the French assembly on Monday
evening, nfter a long and voilent débate on
the Miuistry on their monarchial tendencies,
a vote of confidence in the Government was
adopted by a majority of fifty eight. They
have in consequenca withdrawn their resig-
nations,

A board of Enquiry to ascertaih the cause

of the sinking of Virgidius is in, session at
the Navy Department, at Washington.

Fve pieces of captured French bronzo
cannon have arrived in Baltimore asa pre-
sent from the Emperor Williary of Germany
to St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. They
are to.be melted for a churth bell.

Southern people are trying to raise for
subscription the sum of $20,000, which re-
mains unpaid upon the statue of ‘‘Stone-
wall”’ Jackson, now completed at “Nurem-
berg,Bavaria. ST

The exhibition buﬂd:nf‘qt‘VIenm is not
to be destroyed, but is to ba converted

into a pernament museam and a place of
industry. : :

Genséral Sir John Filzgerald, of the British
army, recently celebrated the eightieth an-

niversary of the daté of his first commis.
sion. o



