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DISTRIGI' OF BEDFORD RIFLE ASSO-
CIATION.

To the Editorof the VoLuxteen Revikw,

‘I'ho fourth annunl meceting of this Asso-
ciation was held at Wost Farnham county of
Missisqquoi, on tho 12th March. ‘Thero wasa
largo attendanco of officers nnd nmembers,
tho thrao counties in tho District wero well
represontod, Major Gilmour President in
the chair,

Tho Troasurer’s roport showed a small
Lalanco agrinst tho Assaciation, but this
will bo moro than covered by subscriplions
not yet paid. Tho [following were clected
tho oflico bearars for tho ensuing year.
Parnoy.—Hon. Judge Dunkw.

Vice Patrons,—Ut..Col. Hon, A. B. Foster,
Senator; Lt..Col, Chambeilin, O. M, G.;
Hon. Thos. Wood, M. L. C.

Prestoext.—Lt.-Col, Millor, 52ad Batt.

Vice Presipents.—Lt.-Col. Rowe, Majors
Gilmour and Fourdrinior; Captains Pat.
teson, Bockus, Asa Westover, Hall, and
P. Smith, Dr. Brigham, M. P, P,, Geo. B,
Baker Esq., M. P., Wm Donahuo Esq.

Secrerary-Treaserer.— Lt. Col. Flotcher.

CousoiL.—Tho captains of companies belong.
ing to the Association.

Execurive Conmirrer.—Liout, Cols. Fletcher
and Miller; 3Major Gilmour and Capt.
Bockus,
1t was unanimously resolved to hold the

noxt annual match at Granby on the third

Tuesday in June, if that time did not inter

fore with the annual drill in Camp.

A list ot six matches withn total of eighty
prizes was adopted. From the warm inter-
est, and excellent spinit shown by the delo
gatoes al tho meeting, it is expeoted the next
rastches wit! be very successful, Tho Bor.
der men—voluateers and home guards—oare
detormined to keop up and improve their
practico so that they many ““twatck well the

Srontt
It was agreed to hold tho next anmual

meeting at Sweetsburg.

Vates of thanks were passed to tho retir-
ing President Major Gilmour and to the Sec.
rotary-Treasuror for their efficient services
during tho pastyear.

FROM MONIREAL,

{uy our OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A mast extraordinary verdict has been
given in the case of Col. Harwood, D, A. G.,
rse Capt David MceNaughton, M. D., of Vau.
dreiul, for fraud inhaving ombezzled $318.50
achecquo for that amount having been
given him in September last by Paymsster
Brehaut, for the payment of his men. Capt.
McNaughton hald admitted his delinquency
to Col. Harwood. _

Judge Coursol having oxaminoed the Iaw
on the subject, inflicted the penalty the law
allows,— a fine of $20 and cos 3, amounting to
325, or 40 d-ys imprisonment. Who shall say
in this cago that the way of tho transgressor
is hard? An ofticer deliberajely violates
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trust, pockels £318.50 tho pay due to his
men, the Yaw fines him €25, loaving a nett
gain to him of €203.50 and the njesty of
tho law is appeased, If this bo tho law tho
sooner & chango is made tho hetter; we havo
had rathor too many cases of similar naturo
latoly, and such a verdiet whother in nceord.
anco with liw or not 1sono that will rather
oncourage than intimidato such criminils s
Capt. MeNaughton; imprisonment or Poni-
tentary without option of n fine, would have
a salutory effect on such raseals, who bring
discredit on tho service, and creato il-foel

ing and discontent,

If the Militia Department does its duly, it
will at onco cancel Capt, McNaughton'scom-
mission and dismiss him from the service ho
has so disgraced.

A good doal of speculation isri%e, us to
whether wo arc to have a camp or nat this
yoar. I beliove tho geuncral desice is to
havo one; atno timo or nowherocan the
nmen have tho training required than at
camp, and although these camps are expen-
sive arrangements they are absolitely ne.
cossary if wo are to sustain an cfficient vol-
unteer force. In regard to tho propsed
draft Ilearn that but a very few of somo
seventy colonels of battalions have replied
in tho affirmativo to the query addressed to
them by the Adjutant-General as to whether
they could fill their ranks in the spring with.
out resorting to a draft, ‘The impression is
that of tho 40,000 men cnrolled not more
than half could bo made available if requir-
ed. However itis currently reporled that a

meeting of staff officers is ealled for at
Ottawva next month, when this and other
matters will bo fully discussed.

The funeral of Major Edward St. George
Smyth, superintendent of Military schools
in Montreal, and formerly Captain in 1I. M.
30th Regiment, took (i)lnco on Wednesday.
It was largely attended both by civilians and
members of tho staff. B.

FRANCE AS A MILITARY POWER OF
THE FUTURE.

The Débals notices a statement in the
Journal Qfficiel to this eflect :—+ Yesterday
we inviled a loan of two milliar 1, and five
were offered. To dny we exhibit to Europe
an army of 100,000 men full of valor, admir-
ably commanded, who have just rescued
civilization. France, unaccustomed to good
forlune sincoe tho disasters accumulated
through tho faults of the Empire, begins to
recogniso and to beagain conscious of her-
solf.? 'Tho Débals admits that the success
of the loan is a cause for congratulation, and
it concurs in the praises of tho Army, but
adds—* Let us ve modest, as befits our posi
tion, Lot us not recommence, cither now
or st any {ime, the foolish bousting which
events havo so signally denounced, Woare
returning to life, and our strength is return-
ing, but it is not yet sufliciently great to be
trumpeted abroad or ¢ exhibiled to Europe.’
When in his ordersof the day issued from
Versailles to roassuro tho provinces, and to
givo to these roorzanised troops confidence
in themselves, M. Thiers stylod them *one
of the finest Armies Franco over possessed,’
the exaggerntion was allowed to pass, and

porhaps was necessary.  But to-day wo fina
the same oxpressions repoated in many
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lm\\’s,lmporu. and wa ought to ba upon our
gaavd against the llusions which sueh ox.
aggerations maiy produce. Lot us say of
thoso troops that they ara tho nucleus of a
fino army, and we shall have rpoken quiotly
but sufliciently, Wo aro able from tho pre-
sent time to pluco 100,000 men under arms,
but tho discipline which this small numbor
has recovored onnot supply tho want of
practical fitness2among the eadtes of tho
Army. A long sojourn in tho camps of in

struction will bo needed  beforo sotling out
upon the conquest of the warld, if the cra of
conquests be not cloted.  What is really sa

tisfactory is tho bearing of thoso troops and
tho character of that raview, so diffavent
from the pavades which it pleased the Empire
to exhibit to Burope on tho pluins of Long.
champs or Story, where the soldier, primed
with a double ration of brandy, cried, * Vivee
U Empérant?’  On the present oceasion the
troops defiled silent and gravely. Prwtorian
armies indulgo in shouts ; national armies
preservo silence, and it is when the army?ut.
ters no cry that we can exclaim ¢ Five 8! Lr-
mee! asthen wo know that it belongs only
to tho country, Let us hope, then, without
becoming excited, without exaggeration,
aud, abovo all, without making any * oxhibi-
tion to Europe.” Glorious enthusiasm is un.
sensonable. ‘Ihio astonishing success of the
loanalso offersa temptation to our national
pride. It is nroviewof our wealth, and it
must bo admitted a brilltant one. To have
found this monoy in tho midst of our ruins,
to have inspired such confidence in our fu-
ture at a timo when our position scemed so
precarious and ourdisasters sorecent! Well
let us resist that temptation to a legitimate
pride. ‘The milliens offered aro unprece-
dented ; they testify to tha extent and the
eolidity of ourcredit. But it must not bo
forgotten, alas; that those millivns which
wo have so easily found are no longor ours,
They are our Iiard ransoni. and only o por-
tion of that. We count them only to pay
thom away. A d-y will come—and what
Fre' ch heart doe: not beat quicker at the
thought ?2--wwhen wo shall again become
what wo ought never to hiave ceased 1o be,
and in which, **l:grandc nation * will per-
haps become greater than it has ever been,
but it will be only upon this condition—that
it comprehends the greatness of its fall, the
width of the gulfit has to cross, the qualities
of reason and wisdom, end time that are ne-
cessary. Until then, let us jingle neither
our spurs nor our money. Ifwoaro French-
meu lot us wear mourning.”

Not remotely connected with this topic is
the position of Italy and her rolations with
France, on which the Soir, has a long article
on the 3rd instant which concludes thus :—
“Weo close hero an exposition between
France and Italy for the last ten months.
‘The conclusion which results 1sthat wo must
neither quarrel with tho Cabinet of Florence,
nor count upon it, but watch it (la surreiller)
Italy aspires to expansion. Can she do so
without diminishing us? Evidently not, be-
cause she is an clement always in progress of
tho Latia civilization of which wo wero for-
merly tho solo representatives, Already
she disputes with us the road to India by
Brindisi, sho secks to establisly herself in
Tunis ; she claims perhups in accordance
with Russia, o part in the protection of the
Eastern Christains ; in a word Italy seeks to
inherit all that wo may bo unable to keep.
That is not a reason for declaring a war,
which is 2s much beyond our means as con-
trary to our interests ; but it is a motivo for
showing ourselves attentive and vigilantover
her diplomacy, and wo heartily hope that
tho Government of the Ropublic will not
fail in this duty of prudence and atlention.”



