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You will obsorve that the text prosents us with what, at first  more, oven tho world in its guilty and perishing condition, When ?
sight, sooms to bo a strange conncction, linking tho forgiveness with the quostion was to bo determined whethior our fallon raco shonld >
ho f a 1s hat there is forgiv ith God t1 bo loft to perish, or the Son of s loveshould die, He did not spare 5
tho fear of God. It tellus t hat thoro is lorgivenoss with (ot wt o ven i, but ruther than that we should be left to perish, delivered -
Ho may bo feared. 1t would appear to us much more natural that  Hin up for usall,  And now, in the light that streams down upon N
it ahould havo aasociated love with forgivences, and told us that  usfrom the cross, how vividly does every attitudo of tho divinonuture
’ there is forgiveness with God that Ho may be loved. Butwhen wo stand vut toourview. Whatunoverwhelmimy demonstration is lnid
look a littl losely at t] L w hardly fuit  Vefore usof tho justice of the divine character as woll ns of the holi
00k a tittle moro closcly & 1o announcement we can 1ardiy i uas ot the divine nature, of the ovil uf s, as well na of theabliorance
to discern that tho connoction is well-founded, for the divine for  \with which God regards it.  1f we look avound us; if wo tako but N
giveneas procceds upon grounds that make just as divect and as  u passing survoy of tho miac:‘i' and wietchitduess thut everywhero -
atrong an apposl to the fear that is implanted s to tho love that  strows tho paths of l‘““’“‘{ io; of wo extend our survey for o
has a place in our bosoms. In truth, when wo comoto examine the moment mto the unsean and wiaible, and tako u gtauce at tho yet o
' . ’ X deeper misory and wrotcheduoss that throws nu ondless gloom o
announcement moro carcfully, we find oursclves earried forward 1o gver that placo whero God for over forgets to ho gracious— if, risiug !
a fuller view of the Qospel cconomy, to a moro apprecinting under-  from such a survoy, we reeall tu our rewembrango that sin is the A
standing of God's plan of salvation, to & 1noro juat conceptionof the ~ ©n0 irolifio sourco of all the unuttorable woe that has disclosed “
mnature of forgiveness, «s well us of tho grounds upon which it is eolt to our view, wo cannol but bo bo otrated by a profound sengo 8
na & ’ g ! of the demerit of it.  And yet the fecling must becomo more pro

«oxtended to the guilty—conducted in fact to such a view of the
naturo and character of Him who holds out for our accoptance the
wast boon of forgiveness as tends most powerfully to evoke our fear
.as well a9 vur luve ; for, in the very act in which He repeals the
:sentenco of guilt that is recorded against us, in the very act in
“which, approaching us more closely, in the outgoings of His love,
Mo restores us to His favor and followship, Ho is scen to be as holy
and just as Ho is compassivnate and forgiving. We must never
sforget that the act of which wo aro speaking proceede upon the
ground of justice as woll as of mercy ; it is a purchascd blessing—
tho bloatl of Jesus Christ, our adorable Redeemer, was shed to pro
vide it for.us.  And 8o, we are told that we aro justified, that js,
1forgiven an(l restored to the divine favor, through tho redemption
-that is in Christ Jesus- that wo have redemption thror ‘htheblood
« of Chriat, evan,the forgivencss of sins. Forgiveness, cancelling the
. record of our guilt, erasing the ser*cnce of our condemnation, put-
i ting us in the irravocable posscssion of tho divine benediction,
« opening to us the gates of glory, comes to us then, but wo must not
. forget that it comes to us in all the grandear and glory of a present
--and inalicnable possession through the channel of a Saviour’s bloud,
: and & Saviour’s righteousness, Had thero been no divine inter-
, position in our favor, had we been left to ourselves, abandoned to
- our cwn resources, our heagts never would have felt the joy of its

. announcement, our lives nevar would have been sweotened by the ©

« conaciousness of its enjoyment, nor our last hours cheered by the
assurance of its posscssion. To appease tho wrath and satisfly the

. justice of Him whose Jaw we cannot but feel in the deep conscious
« neas of our bosoms we havo broken timesand ways without number, . t),6 vain supposition that we have little or nothin
Vlies far beyond the reach of our possible achicvements.  Towinour |

-way to thodivine furgiveness lics far beyond the mcasure of our |

[

sstrength, for the way is besct with obstacles that it is iropossible ™

ffor us to remove.

But what we could not do, Jesus, our Goel - our .
Kinsman.Rodecrner—has done for us.  Issinan cvil of such magni-*

found still when we look to Calvary. ‘I'iero we sco, us wo can scp
no where else, what an asccursed thing sin is, if no blood can
expiato its guilt, no death procure its pardon, but the blaod, the
death of Hun who was God manifest i tho flesh,  Thers wo swogs
wo sce no whero clse, that ain s vhat abuminable thing that God
liates, and learn as wo learn no whore clse, to stund in awe of Him
who, in the sacrifico that was offered there, gives an exceedingly
impressive confirmation of the announcement of ks word that }o
will by no means clear the guity. Thua it 1s thap standing at the
foot of the cross, wo learn that God js faithful and just, as well as
compassionate and loving, as infloxible in the purpose to punish as
Ho is unfailing in the rcadiness to pardon the guilty, in a word
just whilsty He justifics the ungodiy. Thus it 18 that standing
at the foot of the cross, and surrcunded by scencs moro appalling
than tho thunders that rvlled vyver Sumi oty old, and the lightnings
that played around its sunnit, we find oursclves conductal to the
fullest recognition of the announcement of the text that there s
forgivencss with God that Ho may bo feared—regarded with a‘holy
voverential, restraining fear.

We have dwelt at all the greater length upon the conpection
that justly and properly exists botween tho forgivenoss and tho fear
of God, bocauso wo regard it as a subjoct of vast practizal import-
anco—\Wo arc convinced that no greater hindrance to an oarnest
scoking after, and a diligent pursutt of the way of hfo uxists than
tho loose and unscriptural views of the divino nature and character
that are so widely prevalont, nnd that are finding, 1 fear very much,
an cxtengive currcacy in the theology - our timics, and the proach.
ing of our pulyiw. t 1s true that the mercy of God caunot bo too
Inghly magnified, but 1t 1a also vruc that it may begrossly perverted,
that such viows of 1t tiay bo entertainod as may vettoct the highest
dishonor on the divine character, and prove most injurious to tho
souls of men.  If we fmagine that God is tov merciful to punish the

-uilty, that stn as wo may, 1t wall i» the ¢nd be well with us—if wo
ho what 18 essentially the same--if we live an fanaed security, in
to fear —-that
whatover may be tho tenor of our lives, morcy avill at last find us
out, aud wmake it all right for us—in indnlging in auch an imagina-
tion, Wu may fancy that we aro honoring (-‘ok(zl, but wo arc rually
reflecting the highost dishonor upon lHis name, - making Him in
truth tho greatest patron of sin in tho universe. But this is not
all.  Inindulging in such an imagination, wo aredoing the greatest

tude that it cannot be allowed to go unpunished? Come with mc.f possible injury to ounsclves. Wo are cherishing o false socurity

o the cross, by Lrethren, and let us try to find an answer to this
question. Is the justico of God, is tho law of God in which His®
justice finds & visiblo embodiment—are these so rigid—so infloxiblo’
in there demands that they will never give way in tho loast iota of
their claims? Come with me, I say again, to tho cross, and let us
try to find an answer to this quostion also. And now that we aro

gathered togother ander the shadow of Calvary, and arc witnesses
of tho mysatcrious spectaclo tho cross presents, let mo ask you, Who'
is He who hangs in bleeding agony upon that accursed treo? It is®

God’setornal Son, the co-oqual and co-oternal partner of His cver &

Iasting throne. How oamo He to be there and in that condition, *
the pure aud spotdess one, in whom tho God of this world had no

an. and in whoss lips there was no guile? 1t waslove to us that 7
ro

ught Him there, and placed Him m that condition. Far away
back in a past ctermty, crethe foundations of the carth were lawl, or |
man had a placcon its surface, His love was fixed upon us, and in tho
exceeding groatness of thelove Ho Lore us from ctomnity, Ho is now
there, our clder brother, our Kinsman-Rodeemeor, boaring our gmit,
and paying its penalty—cxccuting tho task that in the counscls of
cternity Ho undertook to accomplish,—eflecting the work of our
redemption. If any where sin conld have boen overlooked, if any
whero the justico of God covld have abatod its claimns, or the Iaw of
God withdrawn its demands, it surcly must have boen when tho
Savionr was led to Calvary, when Ho who was the Fathors only-
begotten Son, stood before Ham, on His shoulders boaring our
iniquitios, and ready to dic forus. When Abrahain strotched forth
his hand 2o take the knife to slay his son, tha Almighty spared
him and by an angel sent him tho welcomo message, ** Lay not
thino hand upon the lad,” but theia no tpann§ for His own don. -
No Heavenly mosscenger 1s sent to tell Him that His prayor has boon
heard, and that the cup of zuffering is to pass from Himn.  That cu
He must drink to the ve It was not that the Father dic
not love His Son, O no, He loved Him with a love of which we can
form no adoguate concoption, and perhaps never moro than at that,

and & false peace. W\ o are shutting our oyes to our true charactor
and condition, imaging that we aze rich and ancreased with goods
and in ncod of nothing, whilst all tho while we &ro wretcbed, and
wincrable, aml poor, and blind, and naked. It is to bo regretted
that their isnuch in the current thoology and preaching of our
times that londr cncouragement Lo so delumve an imagination.  The
love of God 18 20 promminently presented that His justicoiskept out
of aight, His goodneas and compasaion so conspicuously exhibited
that Hia hatrod of sin is concealed from the view, tho claims of His
law, and tho throatenings of His word so little iusisted upon that
the penalty of transgression is scldom urged, the depravit

of our nature, and the dawerit of sin cithor so thoroughly ignorec

or 20 imporfoctly represonted that tho need of deliverance ia
hardly cver folt.  Thus it is that siunors, instead of being stirred
up to a atarthug apprehenaian of the peril of their condition are
lulled 1nto a fatal sovurity.  Thus it ia that, whilst standing on the
vory odgoe of a lost eternity. they are encouraged to indulgo in the
vain expectation of a blessed hercafter  Sueh persons demand
more faithful treatinent.  Tho Goapel should be preachied to them
fully and truthfully. In particular, their gmlt and thodangor that
«woamnpanies 1t should bo fully, cloarly set Leforo them, aud af
happily their eycs are opened to sce the peril of their conditing,
they should bo conductod to the cross, urged to look to Him who
there beeamo a sin-oﬂ'cring for thom, aud 10 sve in }His blood ahed
there the oxpiation of their guilt, and tho ground of f{orgiveness.
Aad if happly, they have gone to tho cross and gath up the
Llossings that there only are to he found, they should be encouraged
to pay ?wquent visits to the same hallowed spot cver after  For as
thero only can they find shelter from the wrath of the Alnighty,
thore only can they find strength for Hia service—atrength in tho
{oar and fovo of a triuncJohovah, the (vod of their salvation, which
hlonded and combined into a mutually co aperting foree will
mightily invigorate thom for the journev that lies before them, and
carry them onward with growing ardour, till they find themselvos
beforo the ctornal throne, and learn to know botter than cver, an
thoy mingle with tho rodecimod, <ust theit ctownabofore the throne,

moment whoa that Son stood forth, roady to expiate our guilt by £, and worship Him who sitteth thorcon, that thoreis forgivenecss wwith
-tho shodding of His blood, It was that He loved tho world yet 31 God that Ho may be foarod.
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