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SPEUIA L SERVICES: THEIR PLAGE,
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J4ND

By speciai services, me mean a gospel revival under
the graceocf Ged.

WHÂT THEN IS A TRUE GOSPEL IEvIVAL?
Pirsi and Ne-gativly,-It ie net a mechanical and

continued suries cf extra meetings comienced wîth
will, wership, and ending with, a churchly banquet in
cexnpany wîth whosoever wîll tuy a ticket in aid cf the
funds. Such specials saveur of religieus dissipation,
and rexnind deveut Christians ef those 'Irevellings
and such like,>' censured ini Gai. iv, 21, and condemned
in 1. Peter iv. 3, 5. Ses aiso 1. Cor. xi. 32. Special
services te promoe a gospel revival, are net the patent
right cf any particular denemination, because eccles-
iastical antherity, èducàtion and organizing skill, can-
net; command the birth, ner centrol the soereign pro-
grees cf the reign cf grace.-Isa. lv. 8-11, Zec. iv. 6.
The epeciai cf the divine grace is net dietinguîshedby
scenic parades snd animated excesses, as are certain
modern and popular metheds of evangelizing that
makes appeal te the public eye, and preceed iu maye
unseemly-contrary te, gospel decency, and te erder
and reverence for the thinge of Christ.-1. Cor. xv.
32, 33.

XVe readily cencede that sperial setrvices have nuite
often and lecnii-ately, beau accompanied with strange
spiritual phenoiaena, intense seul ageony, and with
emetional excesses, but the studisd and systematie im-
itations cf the extravagances of this evil world me
thiuk, are net gospel metheds, net- desirable accesser-
ies te the solemn aesembiy, John iv. 24, Matt. xv.
8, 9, and hencti though the nsw evangeiizing depar-,
tures a la militaire, may wear ail the appearances cf
a popular succees, Ithey are nen-essentials Lu accep-
table worship, and are divîsive gleaners, rather than
loving auxîliaris, ai.d their metheds should net be
adopted by the erdained ministry, as an împroved
meane for effecting permanent conversions ta Christ-
Colces. iu. 20, 23. Can worldly rudiments convict cf
sin, or mature the Christian life ? Do net those whe.
begîn in the spirit and snd in the flesh, declare by the
fruits, the work is net cf God, but cf the mîsdom of
man? " Let ail things be dons decentiy &a.d in order,"
is the Pauline ceunsel te, gospel wo-kers, and the con-
secrated ministry cf Christ, mil study and practice in
accord mith 1 Cor. xiv. 132,40, 2 Cor. x. 3, 4. Speo.
Li revival services should net be made subservient te
the will-power cf some, popular star, whose personal
influence and forensic eloquence can sway the admir-
ation cf the nvt-sengcrowd ; for a gospel revi-
val cannot transpire by the wiii of man, net- by the
lawe cf nature in the *ordinary course of cause a-ad
affect, froxu the fact that eut- Divine Teacher affrma,
&CWithout Me, ye eau do nothing," nothing cf spiri.

tuai permanence. -John xv. 5. MiniBters and churcheâ
who value in their memabers, moral character before
numbers, will 1 take it, proceed with caution, before
granting to applicante the publie recognition of the
ordinaucces of the Lord's house. la not conlversion~ te
Christ the true fence of separation between revealed
wrath and divine grace ? Le net moral chat-acter the
truc standard cf qualification for visible church mem-
bership?7 Secure these, and ffie love of the spirit will
witness to the grace of adoption, by constraining the
seul into obedience te Chriet.-Roin. viii. 9, 14, John
iii. 23e 24> Epli v. 9-12.

Second and Pe.stivdy-

WHAT IS A TRUE GOSPEL REVIVAL?
Is it net a special gift ef divine grace-a series ef hal-
lowed Christian services inaugurated under the direct
presidency cf the Holy spirit-a fruitful season, wheit
the appointed means cf graco are put into more active
operation, te reap the resulte premised of God as his
attesting seal Matt. zxviii. 18, 20. Penteccet, te, the
sens of ancient lerasI, was a true revival under the
grace cf Christ our Savieur. The sermon cf Peter
was a speciaî inspiration-a plain and direct applica-
tien of the truth in Christ to the conscience cf his
hearers, then assembled in Jerusalem eut cf every na-
tion under heaven ; the spirit cf God descended iin
plentitude, and with saving power He sent home the
truth of the new covenant grace te semne 3,000 glad
recipients, Special services were then held daily, and
with gladness and singlenese cf heart, the aposties
praised God, having faveur with ail the people. Mark-
the resuit : " The Lord added te the chut-ch daily
such as sheuld be eaved." Se Acte, Chap. ii. in loc.
Special services aise, fellewed the divinely commanded
interviîew between Peter and Cornelius at Coesarea on
the Mediterranean Sea, when the deer cf faith was
meet gracieusiy opened of God, towards the 'wide,
wide Gentile world. In those times, and by direct in-
terposition cf the spirit, the model foundations cf our
hely Christianity were inaugurated, for the working
base and example of the Christian church ini ail ages
of the gospel. I'The hand of the Lord was then with
the apesties of Christ, and a great number believed,
and they turned te the Lord," Acte, iL 38, 47, and
hence we conclude that the true gospel revival îe eui-
phatically the supernatural wot-k cf the HElly Ghest. -
Acte i. 8, James L. 18, Rom. Lx. 15, 16.

Close observers in church work have remarked,
lathat these per-sens who attend ' special services' with
design cf seeking 'more religion> never get any more."
Said an aged servant of God-"' 1 have noticed that
persona who are deterinined te live near te God, some-
hem never get any nearer, except at a protracted
meeting. 1 have alse noticed that those who are
' prone te, mander,' don't get out cf the -wildernes
'by their waderings ; but eomshow, tbey are 'se glad


