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CHARLEY STEWART PARNELL.

Remintscences by T. 3. Healy, H.P

Of tho many strenuoue crmrades who
strove with Mr Parnoll in the etirring
poriods of his career. only one has
given to biograpby sinco his death the
scantiest contribution Trom such
nogleet tho wnemnry of the greatest
must suffer in succeeding generations,
for ovon genius unportrayed moulders
in forgotfulness ‘I'he conflict which
oloaded the last nine montbs of Mr
Parmecll's lifo explaing much veticonce.
A partisan denign might be attributed
to the most cnnsid narrative Indeed,
so oxacting are the disciples who
cherish cortain versions of bis princi-
plos that a wholly laudatory sketoh by
the competent author of «* Thoe Parnell
Movoment * was ill received in some
quartors. Genuinoe biograplical affort
has thus for the moment been para-
lyzed, and s career rich in dramatie
interest has appareutly left behind it
only the slonderest trail of literary
remains.

y candlestick at her,
| Parnell would smile, bolf in amuse- | sce him boforo ho started, I found
| ment at lus own darng, balf tn ro- | thore was no eign of proparation for
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was dull and lus mood wns unembar-
rassed, hie would recall in snatches

got away lo.

motrow came, aud, having called to

- Are you not goiag?”
flo hoaitated, smiled in a
troubled sort of way, and then austerely
rophied, = I lad forgotten il was
- Forgotton what 2 said

From various roferences to her now { I an emilior i sctual affairs with tho

and again, the impression romsins | Friday projudice.

tiint it was from this autiquo sorving-
woman the Irisly leader drew whetover
tendonoy towards the **Aberglaubisch’
hig cinldhood received.

Hostile journahists who pursued Me. |

Parnell at the outset of his Parhinmeon-
tary carcer as a bore, a blunderer, and
a potulant, wheoled round later on to

mveat lus successes with unfuthom. | kind,

ablo accumpanunents of surprise and |

mystery.

Iv is true that tho con- |

* It would not be
lucky, I tlunk, for mo to returr bomo
on Iriday.” eaid M:. Pamell vory
simply !

¥rom the man who would go un
flinchicgly to the cannon's mouth to
offect o purpoee the answer was almost
awo-inspiring. It was for mo tho first
inkling that ks had notions of the
ut .u tho course of yeara it
ocamne ovident that ho had quite a
eodo of such boliefs. Ho was guardad,

ditions under whioh he came to Jivo | however, agoinst making them the

In the case of Danmiel O'Connell, | veyor of spiced condiments for the

though he, too, left a divided party at !
his death, friend succeeded friend with
Lives, Speoohes. Letters, Anecdotes,
to illustrato his career Yot the Lib
erator's lifc lay mostly upon tho sur
face, and lacked the intensity of that
of the Land League Leader 0°'Con.
noll's character, * open as the day to
melting charity,” was wotted of all
mon, and needed no literary analysis
before the people: while the strengths
and reserves of Mr. Parnell’s nature,
the subtle, yet firm touches which
ahowed his powers, were undefinable
even to many who felt their influence.
Portrayed in the coarse ochres of sec-
tional partizanship, the lumpy pig
wants make the yudicious griove, and
to explain them to a generation re-
moved from the passions of the time
special treatment would be essential.

o \ava of recent eruptions may still

glow too fiercely to present a serens
examination of the pathway it en-
velops, but when: it has ceased to be
wolten, much darkness will have set
in.
In these difticult conditions, for any
sotor in the strife to afford a glimpse
of the ever-varying frontage of a great
yet simple intelleot, a facel must b
presented, remoto from any angle of
political controversy. Remoteness in
yesrs from recent conflict should also
soften the shadows of the incidents
treated of, and therefore, in the {fol-
lowing pages, scarcely anything which
happt A less than a decade ago will
be referred to.

Like a vein in marble a myastio
stain svemed to thread its way
through 3r. Parnell’s mind. Some-
tiries this gave a clue to its political
workings, but be shrank whznever
poseible, from revealing the fancies by
which at times his thought was infla-
encad. In photographic phrase the

 exposnres” were short, yet they
yielded to the mental retina a clear |

public palate.

It 15 equally truo that |

| after some tyime lent themselves to | 8pors of the sacrilegious, but involun-
| fuch treatment—Ilunid or mystio— |

i |
| according to the bias of the daily pur | Tuppouny shyly presonted themslves,

tariiy at unexpcoted moments and in
tho oddest way, the tenets of Mrs.

On tho lips of such a man they

10 the end 1t came to suit the harassed | acquired a seiung of their own, Whaon

politicsan to don as his permanent
raiment the * oloak of darkness” and
**ghines of swiftness™ which sensation-
ahsts cheaplr presented him with.
Some of the strangeness, however,
that tantalised the inquisitive came
rather by ** suggestion’ and ** transfer
once" from the ready writers of the
day, wbse colourings the keenly-
watched statesman adopted and even
intonsified to ** make up" for the part
of the Unaccountable which the cntics
willed that e must play.  Stll, there
underlay these wrappages a founda
tion which gave body aud substance
to the descriptions the public received.

In those slrange eyes there lay at
times, something of * the light that
never shone on land or sea,” and then
thoy shot a power that easily affected
the aqusceptible. Occasionally from
Mr. Parnell’s lips would fall, in some
snatchy way, traces in a belief in por-
tents and signs which awed the unsus
pecting listener.  As far as might be,
he hid away the contents of this
encumberieg knapsack. He Lore the
burden, but treated it as something
that should not bg unpacked before
the scoffs of 2 workaday world. What
garniture it contained we know only
trom shreds and paiches, There bo
mental hair-shirts agirksome a3 those
of bodily chafing. \fr Parnell some-
times binted that his religious lean-
ings were rather towards the Plymouth
Brotliren —~whose tenets he said were
beld by one of his kinsmen—but his
thoughts, as outwardly expressed were
not ofler cast inaspeculative direction.
Indeed, a relative wrote after his
death, in oxplanation to the family
objection to his buria! in tho Catholic
cemetery at Glasnevin insteal of in
the family vuult at Moun. Jerome,
Daublin, that it had no sectarian foun-
dation, us her hrother cared very little

tho first amazomont passed away that
omons about dates, colours, numbers,
and observences affected this stroog
mind, what would otherwiso havo
scemed trivial fancies scomed to be.
como nlmost dignified beliefs.

Shortly after being imprisoned in
Kilmainham in 1881, he was pre.
gented with a handsomoly - worked
green smoking cap, wrought with
shamrooks, The colour green, wmis
liked Mr. Purnell sorely, elthongh it
18 the national hue of ireland. He
bad been taught to regand it a3
«unlucky,” and not only weald he not
wear his amoking-cap, but he would
not suffer it even te remain in his cell,
+ All the national :isfortunes of Ire.
land,” he explained, s he bundled it
off, * come from the colour groen.”
For one who, during a large portion
of his career, had to live in publie,
amidst tke waving of green ilags, 1his
extraordinary prejudice 1wnust have
been a besetting inconvenience. QOa
anothier oceasion, while travelling, he
was presented on a railway platform
with a green silk handkerchicf, duly
emblazoned with patriotic mottoes.
Asg soon as tho train started bo pitched
it out of the window, with a comio
exprossion of apprehension lest a col-
licion should occur if he retained it
in the carriage.

After his release from prison, some
ono who knew of this patriotio cclour-
blindness remarked in the House of
Commont, while sitting near him on
tho benches, that ho bad taken to
wearing 8 ring with a green stone—a
cetsoye. This was the more peculiar,
as that time Mr. Parnell seldom wore
ornaments or jexellery of any kind,
80 the colleague ventared a remark on

-tho novelty. Mr. Parnell took the

matter almost tragically . « Yeﬂ,".sai a
lie, +* the ring was given to me in 4

and permanent impression, contracted | {0¢ rehigiun, but very imuch for his | way that I can't refuss to wear it, but

sharply with the granite background ;
of will which gave the dominant tone .

alicestors.
The

esua subjects,” however, i, on me.”

1t 18 cortasns to bring some wmisfortuno
He spoke almost with bit.

to bis character. Thus, like the vul | wluch he belised were tnany. For | terness, es if protesting against 8

norable hecl of classic fabie, they

.nstance, Lt would ;ummence Bo im

) cruel bat incvitable fate, and with aa

involuntarily furmshed the ezplorer | purtant business un a Friday. After | impressiveness impossible to forget.
with gn unexpected inlet to the im- | his retarn from Amenca in March, ; Still he wore the ring to the end.

1ysu, Afr. Parnell worked incessantly I
« girong man armed keeping his | during the General Election. Making ) #gitation of 1880, its leader attended

preguable mental fortress of that |

court.”
Many = tume in the house of Com.

old days, A{r. Rowland Winn (the late
Lord 8t. Oswald), would busile in
solemnly to the Bar, and stand there
gravely cramng forward to get an
inkling of what was going on. Mr.
Pamell (with whom he aftewards |
cemented the Carnarvon negoliationsy
would smilingly muse, - Winn always
seminds me of an old narse. I had ™
—3 pauke—' she bed a very queer
nsme~—Mzs. fuppenny.” Then per
haps s question would be nsked as to
the aatpre of the resemblance and he
wonld repeat, * She had just that-

mons when the gaunt Tory Whip of j-bocasionally
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through the constituencies, returnio

to Morrison's Hotel,
where he Leld couneil with his sup
porters until the beginning of May.
During these two months he did not
return to Avondale. although he con
stantly said he wanted to get home.

In tho height of the Land ‘League

j Doblin his Leadquarters. he raided ; a meeting in county Tipperary, aud

the speakers in the eveming dined wath
the parish priost. After dwnner the
matarials for - punch ~* wore handed
round, as 18 the custom in some parts
of Iroland. Whban the decanter reach-
ed Mr. Parneli, he pohitely dechined it,

y end his hospitable host, knowing bim

But when the elections closed, thé | o be must abstemious, put the statu-

proparation of a Land programme, and
for the ecup which oused Mr William
Shaw from the leadership, detained
him, snd time after time be was
obliged to put off the return to his
estatp. At last camo the prospeet of
a free day, and with a sigh of reliof
the hard-pressed politician declared

tory qoestion, would he prefer any-
thing else? -+ Ob,” came the roply,
with o winning smile, * I shall gladfy
Join yom, Father, but the decanter
did not reach mo the right way.” A
sudden gilence foll on the guesis -
Most, of them were puzzled, bat the

y extreme demands.

ever-watchfal politician, though en.

E‘n?ud in a brisk conversation, had not
iled to mark that somo oseult rubrio
was neglected in handing round the
bowl. Moro oxperionoed convives than
himself wero sunk in ignoranco of the
trua formula of libations being pro.
bably moro intont on tho matter than
tho manner. Accordingly, under dis-

tinguwished guidance, back n%nin to
tho host at tho head of tho tablo went
tho generous roccptacle. Hore a

pauso was mado and a helpful taken,
and tho decantcr was solemnly passed
round the table anew from right to
left, according as the law is, inatead
of from left to right, until it reached
tho chief, who, bowing affably, helped
himself. 8o Bacchua and tho Goddess
Tuxponny wero satislicd.

nother tablo story is told by ono
of Mr. Pamoll's follow prisoners in
Kilmsinhom, I.cave had beon got
from the Governor for a fow ol the
“gugpoots” ‘o spend tho afternoon
togothor, and they woro aftorwards
an hungored. One of thom, theroforo,
undertook to aot as cook, and grilled
tho stesk, while another foraged for
utensils and laid the oloth. Then the
imsriaenod politicians sat down to eat,
und, a3 is usuol at piv-nics, tho ealt
had been forgotten. After dug quest
tho ‘‘host " obtained a supply, and at
once proceeded to help his fellow-
captives’ plates to tho harmless neces.
sari' condirment. Suddonly Mr. Par.
nell detected the wmalign hospitality.
*\What are you doing?” sald ho,
instantly arresting the hand that
wolded tho salt-spoon. * Why, you
could not do & more unlucky thing
than Lelp & man to salt,” A plea in
abatement from the offendor was
allowad on the acore of ignorance, but
the rest of thoe tablo asked for author-
ity. **Wiy,” said Mr. Parnell, **don't
you kuow? Help you to salt, help
i'ou to sorrow.” The quotation, de.
ivered with impressive gravity, was
conclusive, and, all keoping their
countenances, the contonts of the
bodeful salt-spoon were negotiated
some other way !

Incidents arising out of his belief
‘n lucky and unlucky numbers ave
endless, While the Kilmainham
I'reaty was in preparation, and the
late Me. W, E, Forster’s throne in
Dgblin Castle was being sapped by his
grisoner from tho ijail bard by, Mr.

arnell skillfully hit on the 1dea of
availing of the introduction of an
asmending Land Bill, for which the
Irigh Party had won a Wednesday for
a8 Second Readiug deobate, as the
public basis of his arrangement with
Nr. Gladstone. The Bill was after-
wards moved by Mr. John Redmond
in April, 1882, and one of the clauses
became the Government Arrears Act
of that yoar. To {rame such & mea-
sure 1 prison, legal help of course
was necessary, and Mr. Parnell agked
Mr. Maurice Healy to visit the prison
and discuss the matter, which he did
for saveral days.

Even at 10 ecarly a date after the
passage of the Land Act of 188¢, that
enactment had been riddled by the
Judges in provisions vital to the
tonants’ interests. There was, there-
forg, a great outery for amendments.
aod various proposals were diecugsed
i turn in the prieon. One sugges-
tion, howeover, which my brother
mede, Mr. Parnell refused to adopt.
He was pressed again and agsin as to
its neeceesity, dbut into the Bill he
would not allow it to go. The enemies
of the alleged agrarian jacquerie in
Ireland little suppoeed that at its head
was A modurate and almost Conserva-
tive leader, averse, oxcept when
driven to it by the ** stokers ~ of the
movement, to lend his approval to
Indaed, later on
as lus power incrsased. ho graw still
more moderatd, so that Alr. Bigga
qnee s0id of him musingly, * I wonder
what aro Parnall’s real politica 1" At
o1l evants at Eastor, 1882, Mr, Parnell
heaving obtained a fortnight's relsase
on parole, had effected an undorstand-
ing with Mr. Clismbetlain, who was




