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Conternporary Thought.
As a Iiatte: ur fact, mnose copies of standaîtt

authors aie solal îu.day than ever beort: iii the
laistory of the: world, and usage: petiple airc radang
these writers inîclligcnîly and w'ith Jeep and i.
cixasing enjoyinent. The: biudent- or liante ilýi
this country', fur in!.taiic, aie' tu bc nuniabcrcd Il)-
the hurcdred siaeaice thc e> vrt foritierl>' nutmicaca
b>' the score. Shîakespîeare has a mtultitudle of
lovers iii the: mîost remioît anal secchxdecl cSncer, tif
the land, wicu finit ini a !ifdlocg devotioaî ta thet
go.eat draiaaist thc~ jo>s and that stî,ntiluý whmich
their meagre racrrvundingscannot >iecl. *'uowaulc*
spieid is the: desisc for knowlcdgc, in spite of the i
apparent maîcrialisist of Ametîcan i Ife, flint one i
fleVer surpriacti t0 findal mais in soine rcaiutc
We.sterna town skho Lknuws Plato b> hecart. or a
tomser ici .5me wild camip whca cary' 'le Iliad ini
hi% poeket. Nothing was %vider tut: iiiatl, ini Mi
Grant Allkn' huinourously inapi description tif
Ametican 3cenL*ry, tcexait> publisai ini Tic Pail
Atolal Gact-le, titat tht %statctmeol that schalars anal
men of culiure dc> nui lie ulatsdt of Ciies ini tis
country' If Mlr. Allena had mnale a misstateancnt
or fact, for instance, ini hi> intcresting IILire ci
Dirwin," he would ver> likl htave bail lits atten-
lion cailedti 1 the error b>' saine resiticnt of a re-
pole %Western town of which he hall never htaid
even so mnucli as the: name. - Ch/ri.iais Union.

TliE advocates o! a political Mialaster of Educa-
lion arc right in pointing ta k rance as the: coucntry
ici which thce political anal centralizcd systcin as
carrical lbthr:higliit pcrfcîîun. îlit thuy shculd 1
aira tell us %%ha- ait the fruis. Nit. Ilaniituii,
than whom wc believe thert: cati hardi>' bc a better
authorit>', desctibes the French peasantry as not
wxanlinR ini naturai intelligence, but 'àinconceiv-
abiy ignorantl." " Tht: Frenich pensant," he says,

a's nol Philistine ; lie lias flot any cocitenifpt (or
cuilture. he sintply dots flot knoiv thai iicîtu issueh
a îhing ; lie docs ni know iliai sciene, andl art,
and lijcrature exist. " A peasant, andl one: quiteof
the: higher ordtr, fanciedc that Nir. llainerton's
icrinteal books wec glianuscripis wvritter b>' their
owrier, andl compared îlicîxî wîiîlî other princil
books wlaich lic thiouglit %vert lritteci l>y the: book-
scllers. lie hall, ini short, ciaver hecard of tht:
existence of prinîing. "Front the iritellectual
point of view.1" sa>'s 'Mr. 1Iiaiertuiî, Il France t% a
Scythia i i very small cuiociicà tif Atlaenianà, to
lx, (outil]ian it hare andl tlicrc." Politically the:
Frcnch peasant do*% 1101 know bis right banal (rot
his lcft, aîîd the: constitucflcies art swept, as Mi.

inirais telis us,by tht: mo,t ignorant and absutal
laccis. It is difilculi flot ta cocinect this failure
ani somec ineasure içitît tht: tcnclency of a lîighly
tcntralizcal systenm t kili local intercst andl acîiviîy.
The: reineal taste of Mr. MIaitshew Arnold is
jaleaseti by the: symmetry of the: machine anal tht:
-smoothness of ils worlcing. But a sysîînt of edat.
cation dit bc judged byv ais resuts.-The lJ"ak.

Titt Governinesw, fighted out of ils wits b>'
the: vinuicaive violence of Dr. Ryerson. rLishcd int
a sweeping change of cur rdticationai bystcm,when
it hall better have considereci calmgly tIce alternative
of modification. Sscpposing il tou le bees:r thni
the administrative funictions, with the: ficancial
rcsponsiblility, shoulal bc vesteal ini a paliticai tain.

lstt:, t lacre iae ,.tiflli ouatant luiact:laa wl%'ai i
lîody like the Counscil lil Instruction, enjoying tlle
confiidenice of ail parties, reenlà L'est qualtfied tu
diieharge. Especialiy is il liest aîualified to settle
the text booke, tîte squabbles about wbicii, relig-
iouas, literary, anal commercial, htave kept thle rdu.
catioatal ivorlal ici bat waler eviisnce the political
.%strîn %vas introdaîceal. 'a tute Coatocil tic sus.
pictoit oft oraupt or sliilttt inflluece. an' illre
thaat of partisanshilp, cotla attacli. 'Thi accoutît
Of lige rcvhçion of Collier's Icibtor>'. îaiîh a vicw tu
tht: cxcision o! laciguage offenisive tu the Roaîian
Catitulics, sîhici was giver the: otîcer day b>' ste
Archlaishop, shows lîow quit:îly dtlî Cotancil coulal
qurîile a question whicli, under the: l<ilitical s)î'atest,
waautd sut the: Province ina fiamse. TIite curriculums
aii niighî hbc butter setticd b> a.n impartial
atatlîority. and b>' unce whose ordinaiîces %%oulal ha
millie sitible lisait those of an eplîciaiterai ininistt:r,
wihilt: tute contruiling influences tif iiiiIn, ac'allt'
e'îilitiaî hàaluc-aîaoaa, anad aliose linîlowi dasplay, .

''ala tc Ia best practical >afeguarat against the:
iaaîî'îdJuctiacn of aiîbitiuu. tiabects whirlà catanot b.'-
îiour4iuglil>' taacght, anal cars onu> aill tat itiuth îi
cuiiccit. Pasbyîc~Llcci !tt ed tlan
iîîg collarges ilîiglaa %vitla advalitage lieclaiitîu3tt:t auj
tlae saint: bandls. For ail this tîvo anectingb.iS tilat
9-oaunscil in each yeat-perhaps even Ont: meecting
.- would suffice. Pi'knty of work woulal stili k!,. lets
for the: Minastr a! Mdutation. -The JVeek.

%ViiFN Mi. Liii>', like another Sotomnon Engic,
goes about proclaiming IlWoe Io tlais sîicked t
cs),Iy. 2nal denuuncicig physical science as the: exil
geciius tif modemn days%-ciotlaer oi miaterîalisîia,
anhd fatalistai, anal 3il sorts tif ullier coiffleriîcable
istas-l venture a l bcliin tu la> the: blamae oaa
tlae riglit çhouldets ; or at least ta put ini tht: dock 1
aiong with Science thic sinful iistris of Iter%,
i'lilosophy anal Theolugy. who, beiug su îîîuciî
ol'let, sltouid have L-nown belle- than tht: 11cr
Ciciderclia of the: sehocis andl universities over
wvhich they> have sa long doiiiiîaied. No doblt
inoalerin society is disc.seda enougli ; baut tiact it
(lues flot difer (rum oldca civilizatiocis ici that
respect. Societit., of meci are feriaentini: masses,
andl as beur bas wvlaî shecGelttnans eaUl IlObus.
hefe " anal " Unterbefe," sa ea'ery sccirty tiat bias
exsiea lias hall is scum ai that top anal ils drcgs at
the: battoirn, anal I doubt if an>' of the liages o!
failli II had less scua- or less dregs, or even showeal
-à lutoportionally grenIer qunntily of soucia, whole.
soaate stuiffii tilt val. I think it would puzzle Mr.
Liliy, or an>' one: cisc, tu, i.ddai.c coravicincciea
decice tuai ai aîîy îîcîioai îf tiat world'a historY
thete was a more wialcspxead setîse of social du%>,
or a geaitr scrnse cf juslica, or of the obligation of
mnutuai help, than incibis Englacia of ours. Ah!
liut, says.%Mr. Liii>', îhzce ait ail producis of our
Clitittian inheritacice ; whcn Christian dogru-.s
vanisla, virtuc will disappear too, anid the ancestii
ape anal tiger will have foul play. Blut there are a
good many peopicwho îhink it ohiivous that Chris-
tianis>' aiso inheriteal a gooc iala front paganismn
and front Judaism, and thai if the: Stoics and the:
Jcws rcvoceal tbeir bequest the moral propert>' of
Christianit>' ioulal realite ver' litile. Anal if
mnoralit>' lias survivedl the: strippinig off of severai
sels of clotheis vhch have buta faund ta fit badi>'.
why shaulal il not bc able to gel on very weii ici
iight anal hanal> garnients which science is rcad>'

tui lisîit.rad ]3ut this b>' tut: wa>. If the diseases
uf sociel>' tonsist in tite weakness of lis faith hi&
Ille e>isîence of tne: Goal ut the: iheolugiansi,
in a future state, andl ici uncauscd volitions, the:
indiration, as the: alcctors say, is tu -;uppress the-
ology anal philosophy>, svho.çe bickecrings about
thitîgs of wvlich th:> know noîiig have liecc the
primet cause andl continuai susîcriance of thât cvii
skepticistit wliich is the: nemesi- of ntcidhicg witlî

'i'IAT that aaaass of tilt people: of tht: Unaited
States aie ini a condition bupeilotlu thai attaincsd
ici tle aîto',t fortunate câluntrics of tht: d Worid
is t.e>'ocd dlispute,. Their advantcages aie drawiî
(roit %lit a'a>'ardaýnt iesourccs of a tertitor>' ini whiclî
tliere are stili wide tracts of landl nol y'tt brouRht
ulacer cultas atauci. Tiate politicai institutions of tht:
U'nited State. haave more thsai tht:niro negativc
inca it of îut iaavaig presenleal an>' obstacles t0 the
ttaierial progreb of the people:; îhcy have facili.
îtal -lie îaraorc:s* cf the: :ouintry cal civiizatiait

r 'atît in î%ealtlî Educaîauai has bee:n placed wttharî
thlcoracha oS aIl In tIlt iiest cicwiy settecil para
ai the' country the teservaîliut o! land lt the
mtainteniance of scliàonlç lias rendereal i possiblie lu
proî'idt: instratetion for tht: cailcn or the hardy
pioncera of agriculture atia iining enterprises. A
rude asse!nitAagcs of Ituts gaow into villages, and
villages into luiras, the school buildings, the,
teacherb, and the: appliances for teachirig keep
pac- wcîh 'hae genteralitîaproveiment. We sawv an
adaiarala!e exataîpit: ut this htise liberalit>' ici tht:
schuxilà. ut Marquette. Nleasuredl by ils poil
tiacal ie%ult.s, ate Constitution of tiat Unitedl States
hfleuri Icnaniaecitly succeisful. Siaice il was first
p)roaîaalgateti it lias unciergoc tia change. Il bas
born0e tht: stain of a leatible way -, il bas main.
taineal iat Union, anal ia lias won tht: insurgenlsltu
the nationaal cause b>' leciuîy anal by justice. I lia,>
fleurs sufricienilv elastic anal conirhecisive ta
satisfy the ' sîaialinns of a seif.gaiverneal people
coniposeal u! aaany races anal living ici différent
parts of tlae country under ividel>' différent ecan.
aie conditins. Looking Sorward to the: near
Suture, onu>' ont: possible subject cf dispute is seuil
îopiping tht: horizoia-I refer ta the: fiscal systens.
Protection is now maintained for tht: beneflt cf tht:
aîiangulacturets, svho arc the: few, anal a.i tht: ex-
pense of tut: agricultural classes anal tht: great
licass of cnnerb. Thus far tilt cuitivationi of a
virgin soif, unbîardtitî b>' lent, lias bec suia-
cientl>' profitable: to carry the: land whieh has been
laid tipoal it i iere.ifter the agricuîîuraxts miay lie
less able anal lesswiiling îo subiîi Io protction.
soorier or biter, gradtiaity, or îaossibly b>' sanie
sudalen change of policy>, tht: Eret excliange cf
corpmioditics; niay bt: acccetl. Wlieci îhat.clay
contes il wiil nzit lît: Englanri, but ilt: Unitedl
States, wlcich will biphsraeadaiag.O
that happiy chcange whIich lias pasbel iii recent yezrs
iaî tht: relations iaetwecn Great I3ritaita anal tht:
Uniteal States I nieel flot dwiel ai lcngth. British
aiiplongacy neyer achitveal a greater or muor enc-
duricig success thtan svhen il %çon b y a gencrousacet
a!f concitiation the furgiveness of America for the
tiepredations ottise Alabamca. 'rite concessions ire
madea bave fl weaken,-d us, tbey have brougbt us
stiecgth-îlit: sirength which cornecs from the:
f.îendship anal gooa-will of thae great Atrlcaci
Republit:. -. 01V Brass.Y, inr the YÏ11elrenth C<n-
tury.
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