166

means of educativn within the bounds, and the
supplying of deficiencies. s opinon was thay
i tius Preshyiery they should form an Assecia.
tion for tho purposo of widing and encouraginyg
panishes in wiich a deficiency 1n the means of
educauon was found 10 exist.  He would have
arcgularly organised Suociety, with a small an-
nual payment as a quahfication for membesship,
and he was suro that 1t would meet with the
support of the laty.

Mr. N. M-Leud approved of the propasal
gencrally,  I'here had been toc much talk on
the subject,. and.they must now. begin to act.
The fitst thing required was money to build
schools, and perhaps it might ho desirabls to
appoint a small Committee to draw up sugges-
tions as to the form of procedure, and report.
It was agreed to remit to a Committee to make
the necessary arrangements, with the view of]
following out its spirit, and report.

EDUCATION IN INDIA

Mr. N. I, Lead gave notice of his intention
t nuve at next meeuag that an overiure be
transmitied to the General Assembly n refer-
ence to their decision at last meeung anent the
Government Judiap Ldacation measvre.  He
expressed his deep regret at the conclusiun
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the conferring of a liberty with which Christ
makes Ilis children free—and the emancipat-
ed Hindoo may be no more enslaved under
a yoko the wmwat oppressive,—thisis the duty
jand these tho responsibilities, from the obli-
qation of which there is no releass,  Stil
must Britain see to.i1, as slie would descrve
a place anong the uations that, through her
instrumentality, the *knowledge of Him
who is the only living and tue God, and of
Jesus Christ whom llehati’sent,” is spread
abroad upon the carth,—still must she re-
member, in the midst of her privileges, that
it is true of communities a3 ‘well aa indivi-
duals, “to whom much is given, of them also
much shall be required.”

Norwhile thisduty overlies all the church-
cs of Britain not less than cvery cluss in
ythe community, would it become the office-
ybearers and members of the Church of Scot-
lund to overlook their especial interest in this
yChristian work. If it be true that our own
native country has, more than any ether part
of the empire, in proporiion at least, shared

which had heen come to by the Generaljin the wealth which Indiaso ].uvi.shly poured
Assembly, and was afraid that 1t would have,10to our treasucy, therg‘by inferring 3 corres-
the worst pussible effect on their Missions,  pouding effort of Christian zeal, what shall
i e say of tho Church }nf‘ ourlfathcx('ls i‘p ]l(\ic;

s s hy-gone labours on this uulimited fie
India Mission ;'l‘yh;:t we have occupied this field for years,
) way be a subject, not unnatrally, of gratu-
STATLAENT OF THE COMMITTEE. ‘lation to all of us, though of boasting tonone.
Ixpra, with its unnumbered millions, \vilh"l‘hc first to sct the example as a Church, in
i's gigantic superstitions and prevailing, the furmation and condact of this noble en-
errors, the growth of centuties, again appeals, terprise, we have been second to none in the
to the Christian sympathy of British sub- blessed fruits of ifs beneficent agency.  Any
jects. In the arrangements of an all-wisejwhere indeed in Iindostan, the harvest at,
Providence, wh:ch determines the boundarics best has been a partial one, but if we can
of nations, this vust province inthe Fast has point to a few symptoms of an npproach-'
been added to the dominions of Britain, and ing change, to the disappearance of unholy
become iributary to her sway ; and who can rites and the successive_abolition of horrid
overrate theimportance of such an acquisition, crueltics, to the growing improvement in the
or esaggerate the responsibilities it has serv-(tone and  temper not less of the Iluropean
cd to entail 7 That these responsibilities are,than of the native mind, each in their sphere
cshausted i the mildness of the burdens'surmounting prejudices the most inveterate
we impose, or of the laws we dispense, no'and bigotry the most keen, we may also con-
patriotic Coristian wi.l maintain. No doubt,.gmtulutc ourselves on the fact, that to this
blessings of a temporal hinl, are not to be Llessed result, the forerunner of changes
despised,—knouwledwe, avd frecdom, and iu~‘more womentous, our Christian institutivns
dustry, and peace, have fullowed apace as)in every Presidency, have, under the bless-
province after proviace was added to ourjing of God, been lending their aid.  They
territory, and the era of their annexation to have now existed for many years, and in the
Britain has been justly hailed as the com-Jonward march of Christian influence, pene-
mencement of a new epoch in their history, trating tne innermost reces=cs of society, as
and-a nobler order of things -than distin-;well as touching the springs, and  affecting
guished the past. Buuit was not for the,the movemenss of public life, they have not

transmission of these blessings, however Lbeen without their appropriate traunphs,
valuable, of these alone, that the providence| But what have thesé effurts been afier all,

last hike a leaf before the whirlwind, thigs
jsiwnary may enter and place lns tent *

l
)

of the Supreme 0 largely ministered to our
extending empire,  And farlessis it for the
enlargement of our trade, or the enrichiny
of our morchants, or the aggrandizement of
our nobles, that Tndia shines as one of the
brightest gems in the Briish cronn.  In the
onward march of events, other lessons are to
be gathered than a mere snperficial policy
would seek to enforce. and ia the dissemina.
tion of the truth where evror prevailsin its
most hideous-forms, in the diffusion of light
where dorkness broods with its attendaut

campared with tho vastness of the field which
they contemplate, or the responsibibity, which
they underlie?  llas our zeal hept pace with
our privilege T 1las a senso of the importance
of Gospel truth, as the alone food of the soul,
aivel adequate voice to our prayers, and vigour
10 our cfioris, and -largeness to our chantics,
when we remnember those who, on .the plains
of India, were penstung for lack of knowledge?
Was our duty discharged when we seat forth
but two or three missionaries to two or three
siattons, and then looked for the conversion of
acoundess host ! Rather does 1t bécome us to
huwnble ourselves that by so feeble an sgency

but a day of small things in the way of eflur,
though beyond our expectations, and much
more our duserts, it has pleased the Lordan the
conversion of the heathen from time 10 time 1o
do greav things for us, whereof we are glad,

el dues 1t befit usto Iift up the hands whieh
hang down and to sirengthen the feeblo knees,
to enlarge our charities and to multiply ou
prayers.  From every province the calls are
miost aumerous and urgent, and while the chud
ren of this gencration need Ro spur 1o ther
assiduity, no incenuve to their zeal, wlle the
East is ransacked, in all its borders, by thoy.
sands of our countrymen thirsting for the fame
that pensheth, orihe wealth which at ben
they cunnot carry beyond the tomb, this is the
rebuke which is ringing in the ears of every
Christian Church, ¢ f!ow Jong are ye slack o
pussess the land, which the Lord God of you
fathers hath given you?"’

That the General Assembly has adopted the
resolution of opening a mission mthe Punjau,
1in addition to those 10 the vther Presidencier,
will be hailed wuh sausfaction, we believe, by
every member of the Church.  Mr. Hunter has
since been ordained, and is now on his way
Bumbay, preparatory to the scene of his futur
operations. Not less, we feel assured, wil
the resvlution be approved of, that, being fu
mshed with means adequate 1o jts accomplish-
ment, we are ready to avail ourselves of anf
opening that offers, in establishing 3 missios
 Turkey. There, asin India, war maybe
doing its” work as the pioneer of the Gospel,,
and through the breach of strongholds the mat
forrmdable, which, like *thecedarin Lebanon,”
laughed at the storm, but which have fallena

the midst of the smouldering ashes,

indeed will that day be, when, by the sides
the churchyard, hallowed as the resting phie
of so many of our brave couutrymen who hase
fallen in battle, the missionaty church 1s sees
rotaing its head, and when the shouts of victor
have died away on the ear, with the cuesd
the fatherless, and the widow, and the orpha,
to be succeeded by those other straims onibs
bloodstained hills of the Crimea, **How beau
ful on the mountajus are the feet of himibn
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace,
that smth unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!™ Her
are trumphs to beachieved, bought bv noblo
but that of the Lamb, and fullowed by no texs
but such as Jesus wept over penshing sinnens. |
\VWhere 15 the Church that has laboured ta
long, or that has done 100 wuch, in scekingk
extend the beneficent reign of thé Princee
Peace? Let the Church of Scotiand bail it
her highest and holiest privilepe, tWit shen
permitted 1o engage in this bloodless contes
And let all her members seek to contmbei
to its opcrations and o minister 10 1ts wans
More uargently pressing  than ever, th
exigencies of the mission require carnest oo
operation and support.  They ave well wonj
of an enlarged measure of Christizu liberally
An extenston of agency requires an extensin
of means.  And shall we plexd for this o v
for the ready hand and for the willing hean!
The result of anvther Annual- Collection wil
we trust, give its appropriate proof of you
ihcreasing earnestness and zeal.  Andmay'th
Pravers which are offered up in hehalf of b
heath@®come up in memorial before the Lo
of Sahanth, nut ascending from a few, iR
‘¢ the voice of one ¢rying.in the wildemess,
hut from every sanctuary and from every hes
Then shall the blessing come-back upone
own souls, even life for evermore, Thensh

horrors, * a durkness that might be felt,” iu so much hasbeen dvne. ~Outs atbest has been, the rehgion of all be more vigorous and heallh



