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Fromn Dr. Whiteaves's obituary notice of Elk-imah Billings the
followving extracts aire madle

'Elkýaa Billings, our esteemed associate for sa miany years,
wvas boni at tht' family liomestead on the 8ilî of Mlay, i 82o. His
first teacher wvas a groverness, Miss Burritt, his next a farnily
tutor namec Maitland, and lie afterwards went to three smnall
sehools in the neighiborhaood kept respectively by Messrs.
Colqulioun, Collins and Fairfield. Iii 18-2 the youthi %vas placed
at Rev. D. Turner's sclicol in Bytowvn as a dlay pupil, and after
four years' interval during whiclihe remained at home on the farrn,
his parents sent him inl 1837 to the St. Lawrence Acaderny at
Potsdam, in the State of New York, of whiclî the Rev. Asa
Brainerd was Principal.

"On leaving this institutiona, Mr. Billings entered the Law~ So-
ciety of Uppe-r Canada as a student ifl 1839 and w-as articled ta
Mr. James MNcIiitosh, a Barrister in Bytown. Mr. McIntoslî died
iii the sanie year and vvas succeeded by Mr. Au.gustus Keefer,
with whlom Mr. Billiiîgs remaiiîed for îîearly four years ; and it
appears that lie »'as for a short tinie also ini thie office of thie late
Mr. George By~roni Lyon Felloves in the sanie taovn. 11i 1843 hie
wvent ta Taronta and studied for a twelvemionth longer wvith tlîe

legyal firmn af Baldwvin & Wilson, anîd wvas adniitted to practice as
an 4tarney ini the (aIl ai 1844. Saon after thîis lie returiîed ta
Bytowvn and entered inta partîîerslîip with Mr. Christopher Arn-
strang, whio ivas thien onîe of tlîe judges of the County Court, but,
a lawv lîavingr been passed prahibiting judges l'romi pleading, the
partnership xvas dissolved after hiaving lasted on ix nintis."7

In 1845 Mr. Billings nîarried a'Taronto lady, a sister of the
Han. Judge Adain Wilson. Between 184,5 and 14 i rcie

law in Bytaivn, hiaving been called ta the Bar in 1845. 11 1849,
liowever, hie removed ta Renfrew, wlîere lie practised his profession
until Juîîe, 1852, when lie returned ta Bytu.wn wvlere mast of lus
tume wvas engaged in journalistic and scientific pursuits. He
accupied the editorial chair oi "Thîe Citizeni" (rani thie faîl af i18,p
until late ini 185 Maîîy of MNr. Billings's leading articles ini "Tlie
Citizen" of thiose days coniprised popular (li-quisitiolis an geologi-
cal topics aîîd natural history subjecis, which --ei-ved ta indicate
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