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is not thus that men invent; and the sactions of So-
crates, concefning which no one doubts, are less
attested than those of Jests Curist. After all,
this is shifting the difliculty instead of solving it;
for it would be more inconceivable that a number
of men should forge this book in concert, than that
one should furni-h the subject of it.  Jewish authors
would never have devised such a nanner and such
morality, and the go-pel has characters of truth so
oreat, so cirixing, sv perfectly iuimitable, that its

ilnventor would be still more astonishing than its

ero.

History oF ACRE, FORMERLY PTOLEMAIS.

{ From the Encyclopelia detropolitana. )

THE history of this town may be traced to a dis-
tant period; and in modern times it has acquired
celebrity by being the theatre of some considerable
transactions.  Josephus considers it as belonging
to the tribe of Asher, and relates, that after being
held by Demetrius, the son of Saleucus, it came by
treachery into the possession of Antiochus Epipha-
nes; after which it was captured by the Ilebrew
Alexander, ceded to Ptolemy; from whom it passed
to Cleopatra. It was also conquered by the Persi-
ans, and subsequently becoming 2 Roman colony,
then under thz dominion of the Moors, it sustained
many sieges both by the Christians and Saracens,
in the period of the crusades: theformer expelled
the latter from it in 1104, but in 1187 it was taken
by Saladin, king of Egypt. Soon afterwards, bcing
invested by the combined forces of all the Christians



