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is liot thus tliat meii iiîvent; and the aictions of So-
cra/es, concehing %%hicli iio oiie doubts, are Iess
attested tlîan tlîose ul' .JEus CHRIST. Alter ai,
this is sliiftin<v die difflculty instead of' sul-ving it;
for it would be more inconceivable that a number
of' mren should ft'ethi, lbook iii concert, thanii tlîat
<mI.e should fiîrn;-i-hthe subjecto<Ait. Jewish autiiors
îvould nc-ver Laive bi~iu uchi a nianner and such
inor.ilitv, and tIxug-e lias chiaracters of truth so

inventor would bie stil.i more astoinishig thail its
hero.

UiSTORY or ACRE, FORMERLY PTOLEMAýTIS.

(From the Encycupoeiia ilfetroi-olitana.)

TfH E history of this town rnay be traced to a (lis-
tant period; and in modern times it lias acquired
celebrity by being the theatre of sonie considerable

tranactins. Joseph usq considers it as belong* îg
to the trie of Asher, and relates, that after beiîîr
lh*eld by Demetî'ius, the son of Saleucus, it came by
treachery into t1he possession of Auîtiochus Epiphia-
n es ; after wlî icli it ivas capt ured by the 1 Iebreiv
Alexander, ceded to Ptolemy; from whom it pasSed
to Cleopatra. It ivas also conquered by the Persi-
ans, and subosequently becomincr a Roman colony,
then under thc dominion of the 'oors, it sustained
niany siegres both by the Christians and Saracens,
ia the period of the crusades: dlie former expelled
the latter fromn it in 110-1, but in 1187 it was taken
hy Saladin, kingr of Egypt. Soon afterwards, bcing
iiivested by the com biný-d forces of ail the Cliristian:i


