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other place of resort, listening to the
idie jests, or coarse, low talk. MVil he
be niade better himseif or be better
fitted to, help others to beconwe pure
by such examples ?

If lie have boys, how long do you
think it wvill be before they wili be
walking in his foot-steps learriing al
mariner of vile talk, doing things that
would not bear the light of day ; this,
too. despite ail the influence of the
mother.

Think of this, you fathers, and be i
ail things what, you would like your sons
to be-Auri;e, alike, in word, thought
and deed. Let father and mother join
heart and hand in this worl,; let every-
thing be done to make homne so at-
tractive that our children shall find it
the pleasantest spot in the wvorld, and
be able to look back to it with pleasure
when the trials of life shall corne, as
they do to al].

Our conimon schools may almost be
said to be a hot-bed of corruption.
There are always s,'me in the school
* ùo are about as bad moral)y as ilhey
can be, and I have heard it said that
one bad boy can do more harmn than
ail good influences cornbined cari un-
do. How nany of our carefully trained
children take their first lessons in vu)-
gar, low language from these school-
rnates-learning to, read books that
should be in the harids of no child.
Even ojur teachers are often ill-fitted for
their position, and indulge in language,
even in school, that is far frorr being
pure or refined. WVho shall be strong
enough to find a remedy ?

There is another source of evil in
there being so many things to attract
the young. Night meetings, such as
socials, tea meetings, basket parties, etc.
Tfhere rnay be no harm in attending
these places, indeed it seerns as though
somnething of the kind is needed or al
social life would die out; the trouble
is in allowing young girls to go to these
places alone, or with any company
they chance to nieet. How shocked
Many a mother would be were it pos-
sible for her to see just how ber child

ivas spending ber timne, when she'
thoughit she was in proper cornpany.

1 thirik in many instances girls are
giveri the privilege of choosing their
associates when they are far too young
ini years. It is hard for them to see
anything wrong in those who please
their fancy. They gyo like moths
around a lighted lamp, till, alas, niany,
like the moth, get burned.

I once read of a man who was trying
to explain these things to his daughters.
N-e took two glasses, filled otie with
pure, clean water, the other with nîuddy
waier; then taking a few drops of the
foui water, dropped it inÈo the pure,
and instantly the color of the ivhole
Nvas changed ; it had lost its purity.
Tien taking a few drops of pure water,
dropped it into the foui, and Io, you
could flot perce-ive any change. It is
so rnuch easier to overconie good with
evil, than for good to overcome evil.

Now, iny dear young girls, you whomn
1 have most in mind while penning these
imperfect lines, ivili you flot try for that
purity of heart and mind which is the
only safeguard against ail these evils ?

One thing more I wili add-do flot
forget to go to your parents when you
are in doubt about the right.

WHAT IS LIFE ?

An essay prepared andi rendi by Emma J. Carpenter,
at the Young Friends' Association of Purchase, held at
the meeting.houSe, 2fld month 3rd, 1893.

WVebster gives us a definition: The
present state of existence ; the time
from birth to death." %Vhat an indefi-
nite something is here included be.
tweefl the definite bounds of birth and
death ; and with what a strange variety
oŽf v* eal and woe we find this sornething
filled. And 'vhoever fuls it to the best
advantage flnds that it is flot dore
with a few great things, but by constant
labor, and by small degrees ; for he
who waits for great opportunities wilI
Iearn that time waits flot. Each one
who erters the arena of life bas a part
to perform. However faithfui or un-
faithful others may be, it does not ex-
cuse us. Each bas talents to be im-


