
~ttn aI istv~.WASPS 'AND THEIR NESTS.
________________________________________________ The conîmon wasp is found ail over the globe, and is kîW

by its long siender body, colored yellow and black, and by its
THE CONDOR. four wings, two of which are foided double over tlie back whefl

The condor is a inative of the mountain chain of the Andes, in repose.
and is one of the largest of the birds of prey. The average ex- The true wasp is always social, living together in large 11n'

*panse of the condors's wings is from eight to fine feet, an d th e bers. Wasps may be divided into three classes, maie, fernale,

lcngth of the body from the point ot tbe beak to the extremitv and n cuter ; only the two latter are provided with stings 00
of the tail three feet aud five or six inches. radical difference between the bees and the wasps is tbat the
* The color of the condor is a grayish black ; the wîngs are wasps do not; secrete wasx. They build their nests of z èa orf
marked with white, snd there is a coilar of downy wvhite feathers reddish paper, formed of fib)rous substances that they ta
about the neck. The crest of tbe maie is quite large. The in- th te p eru madbssdfsen oghe
ternal structure of the condor presents somne curious features ;their giuey saliva. The arrangement of the celis of the0
the "I gizzsrd " is provided with longitudinal rows of horny sliitly difeérent. Another l)eculiarity is tbe ctemertion fth
spikes, which are supposed to assist the bird in the rapid diges- wasps' nest at tbe first frost.
tion of its food. The perfect females pass the winter hidden in the inoss, 011 the

These birds often attack cows, bulîs and deer, and as their as- ground, or in the boles in walls or trees. In the spriflg tbey
saults are chiefly directed ixpon the eyes, they bliud their awaken from their long sleep and start out to seek food.
victims, and they soon fail by the blows whicli are inflicted attsck the blossomas of the young fruit trees, and, later, the

upon them by the beaks of the birds. currant bushes. This is the best time to destroy as many "sPs
The condor is very stroug, and even when wouuded a power. as possible, for eacb female wasp that is killed prevents the for»

fnl man is no match for one of these creatures. mnation of a neat.
The Indians have a great disiike to these birds, sud if they The food of wasps and tlîe mixtiire thcy feed to tlîeir IarVý iS

capture one of themi alive they torture it very cruelly. Their mucb more varied tbat the nourishmeînt of the bees. v hc
mode of capture is as follows .They kili an animal and expose are fond of ail kinds of sweet tbings, espccialiy hone, wbic
the body in the open air. The condors soon assemble in large tbey ofteu try to steal from bee.hives. Their tongues ar e 0

numbers aud feast upon the flesh. As soon as they are gorged short to obtain honey dîrectly fromi flowers, but they attack h
to the full the Indians dash in among them sud captursý tbem ripe fruit wbere the skîn has been broken by ramn or bird~

w itb their lassos. Wben they feel the noose around their necks they drink the sweet sap exuded hy tree.,, and from tiiese Sý
they endeavor to reject the niesi which they have swallowed, but stances they make a toierabiy sweet boney, which they store
are mnade captives before they are able to rid tbemselves of the awa orfelouîi on.Wsp ilas ez iigi
food. sects, even spiders, sud tear them spart to feed to the larve. - th

The flight of these birds is grand aud beautiful ; they the autumu tbey will even corne inside tbe window to seize the
seem to fly by moving the head sud neck rather than the housefly, and in the woods, one eau ofteu notice the sudden dS
wings. appearance of ail flues at the approach of a bornet. TbeY

Aithougli there have been condors in the Zoological Gardens voraciousiy devour the meat exposed on the stalîs in the muarket,
at Dresden since 1874, it is oniy recentiy that anythiug has been sud ofteu cause serious bass to the carelesa butcher.
fouud ont iu regard to the lengilh of the brooding sesson, their Wasps are much more nocturnal in their habits than bees'
habits at the time, their manuer of feediîîg their youug, etc. sud it must be remembered that in the eveniug, wben it is per.

Very littie has been knowu of the habits of these birds until fectly safe to handie a beehive, it may be daugerous to, attacl s
iately, as tbey live at a height of from 10,000 to 15,000 feet, wasps' uest, as the wasps may still be flying in sud out..hl9
and oniy corne down to the lower points in searcb of prey. The In France, the wssps genersliy make their neats in foes
Indiaus assert that the eggs are laid upon the bare rock, the either iu the earth or lu trets and walis, snd under the roofs
bird makin g no nest whatever. bouses. Nests have even been found lu old barrels and deserted

The condors in Dresden commenced laying in April, 1877, beehives, the remuants of whose honey bad probably served t
sud, after that, laid from two to tbree eggs yeariy in April or uourish the intruders. a
May, but îufortuuately tbey crush their eggs immediately, or The underground nests are very brittie snd easily 1broken, t
after plsying with tbem several days. Last year a nest o f dried t hey are made of bits of decayed wood and bark glued together,
branchles, feathers, sud wool was made in the top of the cage, They are the colorof fallen leaves. The common wssp and the

about two meters from the gronud, sud it was thougbt tlîat the "aema7t 2 'p, are eysmlr u eeal ul hi
birds would avail themseîves of it. Loose mate-rial for nest. in the abaudoued boles of the field miée sud moles. They
building wasalsso put in the cage, but the female laid bier eggs ont the eartb to enlarge the nest, sud spread it in littie Pi"'s
in the saud as before, sud both tise eggs were soon destroyed. about to bide the entrauce to the bole.

IThe same tbing happeiu d this year in the middle of April. lu the ordinary uest the comb is protected by a coucentrie
Shortly after the birds were removed into the large summer quar. covering sud divided into three distinct psarts :lst, one or

ters of the birds of prey, sud the femiale laid an egg on the 9tb perhaps more combs or layers of hexagonal ceils. 2nd. plo

of May, iu a dark corner of the cage. The next day the maie that join sud support the (different combs. 3rd. Ui ~sd
conimenced ta brood. Ail the materials for a nest that the keeper coverîng composed of several membranes of paper, wblch 1

laid under sud about the egg were rejected sud scratcbied awsy, covered with a sort of glucy varnih that is secreted bY the

sud tise broodiug weut on upon the gravel bottom of tise cage. wasps' tougues, sud gives the nest s silvery varinîsl. 1! CI

Tise maie devoted himseif to the brooding the greater part of conut of this varnish aud the convex form of the uest, eiýhe
the trne, the indolent female ouly settiiig upon tîse egyg about a tue ramn nor coid csn penetrate into it, cor.sequeutly the ten

third of tise time. cperature of tise nest is bigher than that of the atmosPhee
On the st-venth of Juiy, after neariy eigbt weeks, tise keeper soinetimes being fourteen or fifteen degrees warmer. g

aunouinced that he bsd discovered life in the egg. The iiext The mother wasî commences hier nest in the beginilniu.~
day the bird had almost escaped from the sheil, only the lîesd summer, aul first constructs a foundation of woody libers, ~nr
sud ineck rernaiuiug in, sud on the followiug day the bird was she builds up in the form of s capsule, formingr in the cenr

eutirely freed. Since then the old birds have been. very busily eigbt or ten celis, to wbich she adds uew ceils when uecesseîl'
employed in gsvinug the little one the necessary warmth, and bave The first eggs are aiways working wasps or neuters, au ~
manifested equal suxiety in feediug it with borse flesh sud srnail mother svasp is forced to leave the nest fre quentiy to e
pieces of est sud dog flesh. The little feilow, witb its grayish nourishmeut for them. Afterward, wheu these are grWl 1 ter
teathers, looks somethiug like a iittle owi. Its head sud ueck do ail the work, eularging the nest, providiug foodfote
are quite black. .If auy one approaches, it commences already lsrvoe ; sud from this tirne the workiug wasps, wbic ea es
to utter sugry cries, sud the old birds are so ugly that the keeper be distiuguished by their more sIeuder bodies, are te OIl 01

eau oniy enter the cage araied. The broodiug contiuued, for eight that are found flyiug.
weeks iess one day. Cassel says, iu bis " Natural History," that From the first of August to November the mother onlY laYo
a condor's egg wassbtched lu six weeks sud two days by a heu. the eggs of males sud perfect femaies.
This msy be ou account of the uest whicb the heu had. The larvm (Fig. 1), which are white sud witbont legs, ar t

The young bird, ou the first day, measured ten centimeters in tsched to the celîs by the extremity of their abdomen, sud ba5 ng
leugth, sud on the twentietb day twenty. eight ceutimeters. The head downward. There are two brillant spots ou their beedoi
condors are fond of bstbiug, sud often sit upon their eggs with sud their moutbs are stronger than those of the beef larvoe,0

their wet feathers. tbey receive tougher food. Wben the larvie are fully grOwn he
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