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sink below the least able of the brethren c
whom ho on ce towered. The reason wh
mn elevated to the Bench in Westmin:
Hall doos not decline in knowledge, ener
and power is because the endless attritiol
other intellects keeps bis mind bright. TJ
away that instrument, and he rusts.
County Court judge bas no chance. 11e
no Bar before bim to keep up his educati
he bas no means, except through reports wi
ho bas little leisure and less inclination
master, of keepinghimself au courant with
historical changes of the law, which are bot
effected by judicial decisions. It is diffi
to measure the extent to whicb the tenden
of public opinion, the marcb of sciontific, tI
retical and moral înquîry, operate on the mi
of judges and lawyors, and. so by an imi
ceptible but steady p 'rocess influence the 1
AIl this is lost upon the local judge. By
hunian possibility can ho get beyond the pi
of excellence which he had, reaclhed at
Moment of bis appointment. But by the gi
law of nature, wbicb compels moverneni
one direction or another, ho as surely re
grades. As a rulo, too, unless ho is a rem.
able man, not only bis legal power but
moral nature suffers, as does the nature oi
mon whom circumistances have placed in is
ted superiority to those witb whorn they h
t-) deal. ihese are the common -causes wl
go to croate the complaints, neither indist
nor unintelligiblo, as to, the conduct of Cou
Court judges. The systorn is at fault, not
nmen, who work well for nine-tenths of the
j'ects for wbich, they were appointed, but
in the tentb, and se rise against tbemselv,
clamour disproportionate te the real greivai
But now it is demanded that theirju.isdic'
shaîl be extended immeasurably, witb the
tain result that the outcry against theni will:
substantial justification, and that a formid,
meation will set in, 50 soon as the wealtl

classes begin to feel wbere the shoe pincheý

The moment that mon of landed estate
large commercial interests, and of groat sc
standing, experiencO in their own aitairs vi
it is to bave important issues of law and
docidod by the local tribunals, it will go h
with the wbole institution. It is precisely
cause it is ulosirable to preservO what is of
value in the County Courts that it is a d
to save thoni fromn their friends.

Thoso objections, we are glad to perce
had occurred, though in a very slender dog
te the mind that advanced the great theor,
local Courts. Thereforo it was proposed i

the j udicial staff should be increased, and 1
four tumes in the year a sort of County Coi
Quarter Sessions sbould be beld, at wl
some tbree or four jîîdges of the adjoiningr
tricts might meet, and hold sittings in bai
and also try issues in fact rosorved speci
for these meetings. This scbeme is fair enoî
and migbt ho adopted in some form or o'
with advantago at the present moment.
certainly rather vain labour to move a je
te rescind bis own ruling on a point 0f

,ver and his own finding on an issue of fact, and

yasome plan of making, sucb motions before a
;ter Court composed of three or four judges might
C).,y well be adopted. So also there would be a
,I of chance of getting a few counsel to attend on
ake sucb occasions, to the benefit of the Bench
Uhe and Of the suitors. But it is impossibe to sup-
bas pose that this balmn of Gilead will suffice te
on; heal all the diseases existing or to be engen-
kicha dered in the local tribunals.

to Another a7 gument swbich bas found weigbt
the in some quarters apparently offers considerable
îrly attractions to the gentleman whose views, as
,ult expressed at Birmingham, wo have endeav-
cies oured to explain and to combat. It is said
Ico- that County Courts and these new quarterly
nds Courts would be a sort of trainin g grorand for
per- young advocates. Possibly persons whose
aw. breath would be taken away by confrontation
no with a Middlesexjury and a judge of the Court
)int of Queen's Bench may control their nerves
the before a County Court judge. But how an
reat arena in which bad law and indifferent manners
Sin are not absolutely unknown is to fit an advo-
tro- cate for more exalted struggl,&es it is bard to
irk- see. The way to loarn law" and advocacy is
his to liston to the ablest counsel, and te note

r ail svhat faîls from the ablest judgos, and little or
ola- nothing is gained by acquiring a confidence
ave which only rnakes a man rush in where angels
iich fear to troad. There is another point not te
inct be lightly dismissed. It is now pretty well
nty admitted; and was very strongly put ainid loud
the cheering at the meeting of the Bar last spring,
ob- that the petty rules and restrictions appertain-
fail ing to practice on circuit might welI bo tbrown

es a overboard as useless cargo.
rice. HI<> di the ship of the profession ever corne
tion to ho freighted with the burden ? Because
cor- each Circuit assumed to itself the airs of a
flnd petty corporation, in which the members acted
I)le on the grand principle of mutual jealousy and
hier suspicion. Just as though aIl were rogues

3. eager to, circumvent their neighbours, and so
9of bad to be cbecked by a code of stringent regu-

'cial lations. So sprang up the notion of piotect-
*hat ing one circuit as against another, of protecting
fact eider members as against the juniors, and of
ard protocting ail fromn the contamination of attor-
be- neys. A'Il this system is now decaying with

real such rapidity that it is wholly uiinecessary te

,utY employ active means for its rapid annihilation.
But the notice of local Bars'attending local

ive, Courts is not only a child of the samne family
ree, with the aged monster, but is infected by

y of graver 'vices. What was formerly on'y felt

that twîce a. year and alleviated by the purer air of

that [London* practice, is now sougbt to be made

arts perpetual without the means of finding any

.îich alternative. MultipliOity of practice, of tradi-

dis- tiens, even of law, would be hard to endure,

nco, but their mischief would be small in compari-

ally son. with the gigantic evil of local Bars with a

igh, variety of rules of miscalled etiquette, and a

ther hOst of precedents Of conduct of questionable
[t is propriety.
idge There is yet a stand-point for our adversaries
law, They May point te France and to America.
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