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men, are iable to be mistaken iu estimating
thse effect of evidence. Every one thinks him-
self competent to express an opinion on a mere
question of fact, and would not hesitate to
comment freely and with acrimony upon the
decision of a judge which, on sucb a question,
happened to be at variance witb bis own. The
judge would incur much odium, and loue much
respect, if, in the opinion of the public, bie had
decided wrong on a matter of fact about whicb
they believed theniselves as well able to deter-
mine as hiniseif. This kind of attack is now
saved hlm by the intervention of tbe jury. lHe
merely expounde the law and declares its sen-
tence, and in the performance of this duty, if
hoe does flot always escape criticiani, bie very
seldomn incurs censure. And it may be said that
tise tendency of judicial habits is to foster an
astuteness which is often unfavorable te the
decision of a question upon its menite. No
mind feels the force of teclinicalities so etrong-
]y as that of a lawyer. It is the mystery of
his craft, which he lias taken ranch pains to
learu, and whicli lie is seldom averse to exer-
cise. The jury acte as a constant check upon,
and corrective of, that narrow eubtlety to
wbicb. professional lawyers are so proue, and
subjects the rules of rigid tecbicality to be con-
strued by a vigorous common sense.

And DeTocqueville is riglit when bie says, in
substance, that the jury, wbich seeras to
restrict the riglits of the judiciary, does, in
reality, consolidate its power ; and lu no
country are the jtsdges so powerful as wbere
the people share their privileges. It is es-
pecially by means of the jury, in civil causes,
that the American niagistrates imbue the lower
classes of society with the spirit of their pro-
fession. Thus the jury, which is the most
energetic meaus of making the people rule, is
also the mort eflicaclous means of teaclsing it
bow to rule well.

The members of the legal profession ouglit
te be the last to denounce the jury systein, or
to wish to see it in auy way impaired. They,
more than any other clase of nmen, have been
the leaders and ruIens of the people of this
country. They have been enabled to do tbis
by their influence upon the minds of men ; and
tise mort abundant source of their autbority
bias been. and is, the civil jury. Tbrougb tbis
medium tbey are in constant intercourse witb

the people ; and, to their hionor be it raid, they
have, in tbat intercourse, Bo impressed the
people with their ability, culture, bonOrpie,
rity, and fitness te rude, that tbey bave 1 iingy
chosen tbem as their law-makers and mIlers.

0f the abuses of the jury systeni we baye
not space to speak. Every good citilen 9
iuterested lu exposing and crushing the0.
The Globe-Democrat of this city for once de'
serves well of this, whole community for thse
thorougli and fearlese nianner in wbich it bas
mnade known to tbe people the abuses 'oftra

by jury in this city. If the other great da"'î
jouruals of the country would, in a like lu""'
uer, point out these abuses, and demalid their
immrediate correction, it would be but a shonl
tume before they would be entirely refoflhied'
If error, abuse and wrong have crept iItO the
systeni, the true remedy is, uot to aboliSs" it,

but to vigorously go about abolishWn the error,
abuse, and wroug.-Soitheria Law Revigwe' (5t.
Louis).

GJENERAL NOTES.
SOSIE EENT CA&ss-I vol. 6 of Daly's Re'

port8, beiug reports by the Chief Justice Of tht
Court, of cases argued and determined in tbe
Court of Common Pleas for the city and cOun2ty
of New York, several points of interest Occtlr'
amnong which may be uoticed the following :--
Smitha v. Reed, p. 33 ; A boardiug-bouse kePer
was beld liable for the los of a boarder's rp
erty by theft, cornmnitted by a strauger perfit'
ted by a servant, in the employ of the b0 ardog'
bouse keeper, to go into the boarder'e''On
llo/Tman v. Gallaàer, p. 42: Plaiutiff agreed M~
paint a portrait of defendant, wbich should be
a likeness satisfactory to bis friends. In an ~
tion for the price of the portrait, held that it "
not coinpetent ty exhibit the portrait tO thse
jury to enable tIsein to determine if it wo
satisfactory likeness. ilcOutre v. . Y7 .0-J
R- R. R. Cto, p. 70: Iu an action for prO&
injuries, for negligence, a stipulation b y def0"d'
ant's attorney as a condition for postpouele't
that the action should not abate if plgaiff
died, /aeld valid sud enforceable. 3fager O

Fmncke, P. 111 : The court may sum mailY rde
an attorney to psy te îhis client mouey cOlîected
in a suit, and if tise attorney dlaims a lien for
professional services, lie le not entitled 105 & ry
to determine his claims.
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