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Society is always ready to crown his work by printing all that he can trans-
late. And now, my lord, with enlightened Savage lslaud on the one hand,
and benighted New Guinea on the other ; with behind us that noble track
arked out by this Society, in the increase of the blessings of peace, and life,
and joy ; with the great trackless desert before us, unfertilized by the streams
of the water of life, can we rest upon the tinished work, and forget what has
yet to be done?
("an we to men benighted
The Lawmp of Life deny ?

The resolution was unanimously agreed to,

The Rev. Dr. MaxyixG, of the Religions Tract Society, proposed a vote of
thanks to the various officers, branches, &e., &c., and the election of ofticers for
the ensuing year. After recounting in detail how he had visited many places
in Europe, Afriea, Asia, and America, he went on to say: I have thus visited
all the entries of Christian activity, from San Franciseo to Damascus, witha
special purpose and special qualification. I have gone with a resolve to be-
licve nothing that 1 am told, aud to look at everything which I am not
wanted to see. 1 have gone ottt on behalf of the Religious Tract Suciety as
its chief business officer, Tor the special purpose of investigating the condition
of things, and seeing how far they came short of the representations which
had reached us.  And then I have no biag or interest at least in favour of
this Society. In one sense you and we are ane in the end and aim we have
set before us ; but our agencies are perfectly distinet, and, remembering the
imperfection of our puor, fallen humanity, it has been impossible but that
there should be oceasionally rivalry and competition among our respective
agents in different parts of the mission fiedd. 1, therefore, claim to speak to-
day with the knowledyge of an expert, and with the impartiality of an unbi-
assed and disinterested witness. If I were to say to you that I have found
your operations faultless and flawless; if I were to say thut they had attained
i astandard of ideal perfection ; if Lwere to say that they were as perfect as

my imagination could have constructed them ; if I had angels for my agents,
and perfect saints for my object, you would not helieve me. T can scarcely
say that, my lord, for the operations of the Religions Tract Society ; but
this I can say with implicit confidence and absvlute sincerity, that your work,
Divine and noble as it is in its conception, is wisely administered, is well and
vigorously conducted ; that you have all over the world, as farag Ihave been
able to visit them, a staff of men of whom any society might be proud, if the
petty feeling of pride were not swallowed up in the deeper sense of gratitude
to Almighty God, who has given you such servants and agents.  Just one or
two sentences more suggested by what has fallen upon our ears to-day out of
the Report. Mention has been wmade in this Report, and in many reports
submifted this year and last year, of the danger of a deficit and the want of
funds adequately to carry on the work we have set before us. It seemns as
though the normal expenditure was in excess of the normal income 5 that in
wur_ endeavours affer enlargement we have transgressed the bounds and
limits of prudence.  There has been preached to us'on all sides—sometimes
by cur cummittees and sometimes by our contributors—the necessity of re-
trenchment and curtailment. My lord, I asked these gentlemen, where will
you begin? Will you begin at lime in your domestic operations, in this
happy England of ours which owesall its prosperity and its civil aud religious
liberties to the Bible? Are we so unworthy of our heroie and patriotic
ancestars, the giants who feared God and did not fight against Him; who
suifered and dicd that they might transmit to us this free and happy Eugland
whase constitution is based upsn the Bible, and may Gud ever keep it sof s
it for us now to pause and restrict our ageney ! Is it for us now, just at this
time, when we sce all around us the rising flood of infidelity and Romanism,
twa tendencies not 8o unlike in essonce and origin as they seem, springing as
i they do both of them from inability or unwillingness to believe in an invisible
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