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his Word, tu gauge thc genuincncess of his acts, wc simiply ignore
him ais mani and turn in disgust froni lmi. Upriglitiiess, in fact, is
the very essence of hionor, the first and only lien upon our confi-
dence. Bchiold this man, lie is one having w*,11-power and cven pre-
possessing manners, but lie is deceilful, has lying lip and a treach-
er-ous lîear-t, lie is ever rceady to betray lus -onscience, andi, an oc-
casion prcscnting itsclf, lie w~ill even betra> a bosomi friend. Un-
doubtediy such mail. is &« nî;serabic character H-o%%,cver great may
his other c1ualities of nîind be, conscience beu i deflcicnit in him, tbey
are entombed in the glooîîî of bis heart, for iacking conscience he
lacks everythîing. But «what is conscience, nd wvhat part does it
play in a iiant's ife? CoNscIE.NCE. is -Il ifterk - master, wvhose Voice
is neyer stiiled; a sentinci on guard nighit and day, neither moved
by fear, ir overcomie by fatigue. Conscience is a supernatural in-
stinct, a voice imniortal and celestial, a ncver-erring guide of mari,
finite and ignorant, thougbi intelligent and free; an infalliblc judgc
of good and evii drawing man niighi unto God. Conscience it is thau
gives excellence to mîan's nature and niorality to bis actions. The
functions of conscience are three-fold: (a) A fa-ithiful admionitor.
(b) A powverful ctirb. (c) An effectuai incentive. A faithful admioni-
t or it is, and, like a neier-fa-,iling semaphore, it forestalis danger
and indicates the right route to followv. Apowerful curb it is: ot-
fcring lier s-troiig arm to one treading on the brink of moral preci-
pic-es, restraining the onrush of one's most ardent passions, thus
warding off disastrous dowvnfalls and irreparable riniis. An effec-
tuai incentive it is: wvaking mari up fromi bis torpidness, conscience
ivrests mai from bis instinct of apatby, sends vbrating throughi his
heart an electrical spark that brings inito play those reserves of
energy always productive of great deeds. Conscience, moreovei ,
galîs the iazy and indolent, gives a v'igorous pull at tue rein of hlmn
ivho goes astray, and sets himi on the righlt roatd; it gies spurs to
him who flaýgs, thant he nuay spring onward with more alacrity. Some
there are in wlîose breast conscience lias been biuntcd,wcend
if not destroyed, because it ba--s been stifled, ravislîed and tranpled
under foot. Suchi persons are despicabie, not soily because high
and noble sentiments hiave left tiieir souis tenaintless, but because
that lamentable atropbv of conscience is the outcome of rciterated
misgivings. On the other hand, thanks to heaven, men there are--
fewv, nias -woeconscience, fuliy alive and sounid, have kept ini-
tact thc refinenuent of feelings; such bear the primordial mark of an
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