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Chirulogically, Oniar the Tentmaker, bclongbs to ii twelfth
century of our cra, for lie ivas born at Nisli;'ip)ùr, in Kiiorasan, ini
thf I ca 23. I ail cisc, lie is a truc son of the unchiamginig East,

ofthose ''w Iîomi time stands still witial,'' thougli not cjLile in the
sense applied tliercto by the niclanclioly Jacques.

Concerîîing Iiis philosophiy tliere hiave been nimny opinions. H4e
has bccîî comiparcd îvith Lucretius and Epicurus among die an-
cients, witli By'ron, Swinburne, and Schopenhîauer, even %vitli Vol-
taire, amiong, the niodcrns. For niyself, 1 adnmit that w'hat folIowvs
is, simiply, an atternpt to give expression to, the impressions ilerived
frorn a study of Omar lîirnself, flot to formnulate any thcory of niy
own; at best to sumnniarize w~liat othiers have said.

À writcr iii the Eiicyclopoedia Britatzica,*sig-ning Ilirnsclf il E.
wvho proî es, to be Hiernian Icâthé, secims on the wvholc, thc most
trustworthy guide amnid a multitude of counsellors, iii wvhoni there
is not safcty, but rather, confusion w"orse confouîided

Althiough'', lic wvrites, ''sonie of biis quatrains arc purcly niystic
and pantlieistic, niost of tlieni bear quite anotiier stanip Ilhcy
are theŽ brcviarv of a radical frccthi,îker, ~~loprotests, iii thie
rnost forcibie nianner, both against the narrowncss, bigotrv, and

94uîîcoîîîproinising austcrity of the ortiiodox ulenîn, or 'Moba nii-
'iîdan priesthioocl.'

Tibat, surcly, lias alway!, been the attitudc, I hiad almost ail
the poýsc, of the freetinker, as lie calis hiiwsclf, in respect of ui-
thodoxv, wlicthier IMoliamimedain or Catholic. '<Narrowvncss, hi-
gotry, uncomipromnising auste rity,'' arc lus favourits opprohions,
epitliets, to lie flung frecly aîîd at randoîîî, against A whn prefer
the old way to bis iewvly found prinîrose patli, on the principle,
prcsunîably, tlîat, if you onlv tlirow enougli mud, some of 't muist
stick. Ili w'bicli case, the more nialodorous the nîud, the butter
for your purpose, and the more unpleasant for your victim.Ornar, according- to, the sanie wvriter, aimed the sliaft of his
abuse against otiiers as wvell as against priests. He seems to ',av


