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the river is clear of ice in the spring, wvhich
will be about the iniddle of April. XVe are
also constructing a smiall river steamer for the
Yukon River. This is to be of light draft,
powerful &speedy. Itw~ill start up the Yukon
with its load of passengers & freighit as early
in the spring as the river is free from ice-
about June 15. It will be in charge of a flrst-
class river man, & will meet the Mackenzie
River party at La Pierres House, near the
head of the Porcupine, on or about juîy i.
Assistance will there be given to.those of the
Mackenzie River party who desire to cross
over to the Yukon River. These men, with
their outfits, will then be taken with the least
possible delay, by our Yukon boat, to Daw-
son City or any intermiediate point at which
they may choose to land."

In British Columbia Waters.

The Barge Tranisfer no. i, built n C. Mc-
Alpines shipyards, Vancouver, for R. Duns-
muir & Sons, Victoria, was launched Mar. iti.
Her dimensions are, length 190 ft., breadtbi
40 ft., depth 12 ft. She is of larger tonnage
thar. any sea-going craft yet buit at Van-
couver.

One of the largest scows on the inland
waters bas been lauincbed at Nelson. It is
200 ft. long9 & 38 wide, with a capacity of
i,ooo tons, & was built by the C. P. R. as a
car ferry, to run between the Koutenay Lake
terminus of the Crow's Nest Brancb & Nel-
son, accommodation being provided for a
train of 1.5 loaded cars.

The Dominion Governinent has been advis-
ccl that the British survey :hip Egeria, Capt.
M. H. Smythe, niow at Esquimalt, B.C., will
at once begin a survey of the west coast of
Vancouver Island, and the B.C. coast north
as far as Wrangel. Silo was commissioned
Iast year for this work, wbich is to be donc by
order of the Inîperial naval authorities.

The~ addition of one boat to the line of
steamers on thîe Kootenav River ensures ex-
cellent transportation facilities. The J. D.
Farre;l, recently built by Capt. McCormlack,
is modemn in its appointiments, & will be
supplied witb an elecîric searchlight, s0 that
it can mun at nigbt as well as during the day-
timie. The North Star & Gwendoline have
been repaired & refitted.

Tlhe Departmient of Marine bas called for
tetndors l'or the erection of a wooden lighthouse
& fog-bell tower on Prospect Point, at the
entrance to tlic Narrow"s, Burrard Iilet, B.C.
Notice has been given the Marine Depart-
muent that the Californiia Rock buoy, Favorite
Reef buoy, Pouindstone Reef buov, & V'ander-
bilt Reef buov, as also several buovs in Peril
Straits, B.C., are mnissing.

J. H. Moir, New Westminster, B.C., writes
uis that he is building the following steam
boats : For the Hudson's Bay CO., 2 stern
wbeelers, dimensions of each, length 140 ft.,
beaml 30 ft., depth of bold 4,!2 ft. For the
Rotbsay Steamiship Co., i stern wheeler,
length 143 ft., beam 30 ft., depth of hold 4'
ft. For Klondike Mining CO., 2 stern wheel-
ers, length 145 fi., beam 30 ff., depth of bold
4 3/ ft. For London Steamiship Co., i stern
wbeeler, lengthi 140 ft., beam 30 ft., depth of
bold 41,2 ft. These dimensions are over ali
on the bull ony, & do iiot include stern wheel
tituber lengtb outside. For Fraser River
Steam Tug Co., Capt. French, i tug, lengtb
85 ft., beatu 16 ft., midship depth 7 ft. For
Capt. Myers, t steani tug, letîgth 70 ft., beam
14 ft., midship depth 6 ý2 ft. Al tlese boats
arc întended to be in the water in May.

W. Gaît, a well-known Toronco newspaper
tuan, bas been appointed Manager of the
Toronto Ferry Co. in place of W. A. Esson,
resigned.

The Yukon Trade.

On the Yukon, at a distance of from 700 to
8oo miles from the sea, there are tnany points
where the rivcr 15 20 miles wide.

Six or 7 steamisbips, averaging about 3,500
tons eacb, are now on their way to Vancouver
front various points, to enigage in the Yukon
trade.

F. C. Davidge & Co., Victoria, have bouglit
the Columbia River sterti-wbeel steamer
Ratuona, & will run lier betwectî Wrangel &
Telegraph Creek.

The arrivailof the C. P. R. Co.'s. S.S. Tartar
at Vancouîver April t caused quite a stir in
that city, & no little surprise tîtat the Co.
bad been able to secure so fine a ship for its
Yukon service. She was lèl-)lowed on April
12 by ber sister sbip the Athenian.

So numerous are the steamers nowv etgaged
in the northern service of the Pacific Coast
that it is frequently said that in making the
trip one neyer loses sight of vessels going or
coming from the tinie he starts bis trip until
be ends it, tbougb the voyage extends over a
stretch of upwards of î,ooo miles.

The C.P.R. will make Wrangel Island a
live place. C. E. Perry, C.E., wbo bad
charge of the Slocan brancb of the C.P.R.,
bas located at Wrangel, whcre the C.P.R.
bas acquired Sylvesters interest in the water
front, paying for it $î ,000, in addition to
wbich the residents paid $3,000.

The Kootenay-Cariboo Mining & Invest-
ment Co., witbheadquarters at Toronto, ad-
vertises 250,000 shares of its treasury stock
at 25C a share, stating that the net proceeds
are to be devoted to the construction &
equipinent Of 3 steamers to run from the bead
of Teslin Lake to Fort Selkirk & Dawson
City.

The importatioîns of eastern goods into Vic-
toria bave becomne 50 beavy in consequence
of the Yukon outfittin& trade that the daily
mail steamer Charmer is unable to carry al
the merchandise brougbt for that city over the
C.P.R. In consequence the C.P.N. Co. bas
decided to make extra trips with the Yosem-
ite & Willapa until the rush of freigbit is
over.

Evans, Coleman & Evans, of Vancouver,
have raised their wbarfage rates to $i a ton,
owing to the extra hands necessarv in connec-
tion with Klondike business. The extension
of their wharf will be completed witbin a
nuonth. Tbe additionî 15 275 ft. into the inlet,
forming with the present wvharf an L. A
warebouse will be crected the wvhole length
of the extension, 6o ft. in width.

Orders bave beeti received by the inspectors
of steamboats at B.C. ports, that ail steamers
sailing froni there, British or foreign, are to
be rigidly inspected & not cleared by the
Collector of Customs until tbey can show
certificates that tbey bave passed a favorable
inspection. This action on the part of the
Canadian authorities wvas taken to assure the
safety & comfort of travellers, & to guard
against catastrophes.

Mr. Mclnnes, of Vancouver, bas been to
Newv York in connection witb a steamboat
service be is organizing. His company bas
securiçd the S.S. Garonne, 4,000 tons, for-
mcerly of the P. & O. lune, whicb left Englaîid
April 2 witb a full cargo of freigbt and pas-
sengers. The Garonne will mun front Van-
couver to St. Michacîs, starting June ito, &
making regular trips alI season. At St.
Michaeîs tîte steatmer will connect with 4 riv-
er boats that will ply betweeîî there &
Dawvson City-tlîe IPaul Walters, Lulu
Stewart, City of Chicago & Mascot. This
route & the one via Wrangel & up the Sti-
kine River are, itn Mr. McInnes' opinion, the
only practicable routes from the Paciflc
Coast to the Yukon. AIl otbers arc attended

witb great bardsbip and expense, & at cer-
tain seasotîs, wbicb are neyer known, it is
imipo.ssible to travel over Skaguay & Dyea
route'.

The Governtuient steamer Quadra left Van-
couver on Mar. 2tb, havitîg on board L.
Coste, Cliief Engineer of the Department of
Public Works, wbo proceeds to the Stikine
River to niake an exatuination witb a view to
ituprovetuents. He was accompanied by a
staff of engineers, surveyor & assistant.
The party will survey the Stikine River for ioo
miles to ascertain wbat improvements are
îîecessary to overcomie the obstructions to
navigationi. The Quadra, after landing the
party, will return to Newv Westminster to tow
tîorth the snagboat Sampson, wbîch will be
etuloyed ini renîoving snags, rocks, or other
obstructions wvlicb retider the navigation of
the Stikine datîgerous. Mr. Coste will also
go down the Hootalinquia & on to Dawson,
& a survey will be made of the Yukon from
Dawson to the Alaska boundary. Chief En-
gineer Anderson of the Marine Department
lias also gone to the Paciflc coast for the pur-
pose of determining at wvbat points aids ta
navigation are necessary, and to make other
observations in the iîterests of the public ser-
vice bearing upoan comumunication witb the
Yukonî territory.

Sir Hibbert Tupper, iii recently introducing
bis bill in the House of Cotumons ta amend
the act respecting the coasting trade, ex-
plai.ied it was designed to save to Canadian
vessels a port iotn of the carrying t rade of the
Yukon. Tbe), were preveîîted by thie U.S.
coasting laws frotu participating in the carry-
ing trade ta Alaskan ports, & be thouglit it
riglit that the trade to the Stikine should be
preserved ta tlieni. The Unîited Statesers were,
lic said, taking the extretue course of prevent-
ing goods frotu ote U.S. port, inland or
etberwise, beiîîg carried by a foreigo vessel
for any portion of the voyage. For itnstance,
it bad been ruled to be a violation of the U.S.
coastîng laws for goods from Seattle ta be
transhipped itîto Canadiani vessels at Victoria
& carried on to Dyea & Skaguay. On aur
side we are going on in the good-natured
way, witlîout regard ta new & barsb enforce-
ment of the U.S. laws. For instance, as in
the case of the Alaska, a U.S. vessel bas
taken gaods from Fort Wranîgel ta Glenora,
the goods having previously been taken to
the U.S. port of Wrangel from Victoria in
another U.S. vessel. His bill would prevent
this being donc.

The Yukon rush still continues unabated at
B.C. ports. Thiere are daily sailings carrying
large nutubers of fortune-seekers & immuense
quantities of supplies. So great was the
nortbward movemetît in the early part of the
season that ev ery available vessel was pressed
into service, sotue of them being battered old
hulks wbicb, baving become unseaworthy,
were hurriedly patcbed up ta meet the emer-
gency of the occasioni. The lack of ex-
perienced pilots in the intricate waters of thie
nortberti coast, wvbicb in the inner channels
tbrough the islands fringing the mainland are
difficult to navigate, added ta the datngers of
the trip, whicb was taken by some Yuîkonites
with grave misgiviîîgs that were not grouîîd-
less, as evidenced by several disasters. Thîis
does not apply, of course, to aIl tlîe steamers
in the Yukon trade, but to enougb of tbem at
al events ta make the addition of such staunch
sea-goiîîg vessels as the Tartar & Athenian of
thie C.P.R. Co.'s ine ta the fleet one of more
than ordinarv imuportance. It is understood
they will take tbe outside course on the route
to Wrangel & entirely avoid the dangers of
the inner waters of the Pacific. Their capa-
citv is 500 passengers a trip, or ,000 a week.
Witb this acquisition to the carryiîîg facilities,
the great rush wvhicb is anticipated ta reacb
its beight very sbortly will be amply taken
care of front Vancouver & Victoria nortbward.


