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The variation in size must therefore be attrihutable either to the die or
the plates. Any one whio bas qeen the process of trans;ferringy the <lie to
the plates invented by the late Mr. Perkins, ;vill agree witli us that a
variation in len-rth could not take place in the course of the operation; but
it is just poqsi ble that some slig-ht variation in breadtli rniht occ'ir. The

relcause rnust therefore lie sought cither in the dlie or in the transferring
roller.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. constructed one set of dies, anl( one orily
for the staiinps, arid the dies were neyer altered. Trhe shorteningy niust
therefore have ta«ken place in the roller impression. Iow thiis wvas effected
we are flot able to say'; but that it was shortened in soîne way there can be
no doubt. The firrn possessed grreat fertilitv of invention ; and, if not
shortLened by the engraver, it is possible that it may-have been done by
taking the roller inipressî son hiot, and shriniking it. After the lapse of
upwards of thirty years it is not easy to find out *this, but it was probably
done by the engraver, and tUis is the belitf of Mlessrs. Perkins, Bacon and
Co. theniselves.

Messrs. Perkzins, Bacon, and Co. construcýed several plates of the varjous
values of the CefyIon stamtups, and gave themn over to the Crow'n Agents in
1862. Tiiose on nwaterrnarked papei' ani on the Crown C C paper w'ere
not prnited by theni, but by Messrs. D)e La «Rue and Co, froni the plates
handed over. The (lies were neyer given over to MN-essrs. De La Rue and Co.
This latter firni mu tst litve found somne trouble in printingr these large stamps
on the Crown C C paper, as this paper camxe first into use in 186-1, and was
tried for the One Penny of the Cape of Good Hope, for which it wvas stili
worse adaptcd.

This wvill aceount for the stamps printed in 1863 beingr on unwater-
inarkzed paper, which bias usually been supposed to have been made by
Saunders. 0f these, the id, 5d., 6&, 9d., and Is. are known to exist per-
forated 13, wvhich distingruishies tbem from any outsiders of the Crown 0C <
serie.,., wvhichi are perforated 12f.

There is only one point more wbich We ivili mention. The author of the
paper seenis to think that Messrs. iDe La Rue and Co. constructed other
plates when they took over the contract. This is not so; the dies wvere
neyer in their possession. Whiat they printed were printed, as we have
said, from the pilates handed over to th--m by the agents o? the Crown
Colonies.-ED.

SO'ME PHILATELIC TRIFLES.

rUI E RE ar-e a few- things pertainincr to thie srainps of North Borneo and
British North Borneo, as ir, is now calleil, w~hiea it woffld be wefl
enolughl for collectons to hear in m:ind. I will prentise liv. ob'zervxngç

that these stanips have a peenliar characrer, as cotnlbiecl itih necarly ail
other postal issues, on account of tlie attlittv hyw ~hich tiiey are issued.
North Borneo i-i not a 3t-itiý,li (1olonY, but its3 political affirs are mianagyed
by a Coiinpçiy *N whicl)inl 1881 ohtained a charter froni the Britishi
parliatnent. g-iviing it certain rigblts- and powers w'ithin territory, the


