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“ Glory to. Ged in the highest, and on Zurthpeace, good’g}fill toward men.”
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NOTICE OF THE DRCEASE OF MRS. ELIZARETH BISHOP,
OF TUEY SANDWICH ISLAXDS MUISSION.

{ Coucluded.)

Mrs. B, was oue who ever felt the most lively con-
cern for the welfare of her childreny situated n this
land of strungers, and witnessing, the corrupt man-
ners that surrounded them. It vas one great bur-
‘ben of hor daily prayers, that they might bo preser-
-ved from the influence of pernicious examples. It
can well-be imagined, therefore, what must have
been her fuclings, in the prospeet of leaving them in
their infantile state. Many indeed were the tears
which she shed, and the prayers which she offered
up an their behalf, that if possible, her life might be
apared for their sakes. But God was gracious to
her in this also, and gavo her strength to resign them
into his hands, and assurance, that he would raise up
kind friends to provide for thew, when she was no
move. Las hoth-much sueprised and comforted,
to-find her, who had scarcely been absent from them
-one hour, so willing .to tommit them to the future
care of others whom she knew not, assured that God
wounld be their protector and better portion.

Tt was a sotirce of great grief to her mind, that she
could find no uno of all that visited herin her sickness,
who 3scemedrto think vwith her, that she weuld not
recover. 'T'ho subject of death was one upon which
she desired to converse often 3 but those with whom
sho spoke on the subjeet, felt that such an event was
impraobable ; and instead of sympathising in her fecl-
jugs, would usually fequest her, for tho sake of her
health, not to indulge in those rellections, for there
was no probability that she would die under this
complaint. ¢ Itis trying," she would roply, * that
none canbe found who feel with me that death is
nigh ; but,” she would add, *itis all right: I must
pass the Jordan of death alone : there none can bear
uio company, and why notlearn the way aloue, since
-itjs the Yill cfmy Heavenly FaTuer.” Indeed it
was olif ignorance of the full extent of her- disorder,
supposing it was dyspepsy merely, that induced us all
.to think that her sickness, lhou%h severe, would
eventuate in hef restoration to health.  But no assu-
rances from physicians or friends could alter her views
of this sibject: she wouldsluy ber hand upon her
heart and say, “Xere itis; I feel that death is
gear and has begun his work.  Tho sensatious of my
own breast tell. me that I shall not-recover.”

_ She.wéuld often express the liveliest gratitude to
those who attended upon her to adwinister to her
comfort. “May the Lord Uless you,” she would
3y, “’L-am not worthy of your kindness, nor can I
ever repay yous but 1 pray God to bless you, and
reward you. Should I ever recover, .l am sure 1
shotild be willing to wash the feet of you all.” At
otlier times sho wotld suy, 4 O you know not how
ithuimbles me to see your concern for one so unior-
-thy : if you knew but half of my sins, you would not,
I'am sure you could not, waste your precious time
,prn moso undeserving.”  But the greatest grief of
all, ‘and that which.caused her deep humiliation of
haart, xeag, that I-should be called from my -appro-
priate work to attend upon her. ' When souls are
-petishing for lack of knowledge,” sho would say to
mo, “js itright that you should forsake your work
of -preaching aiid translating the Word of Gop, to
‘gitend upon me, who have merited npthing but dis-

leasure from the hands of my Heavenly Fatugr?

fearTamansiverabloforall this.” When I assured
her it was niot so; that sho was 0o more auswerable
‘for iy attendance upon her,, than she was account-
-able for her.illaess, she replied, * I fear thatitis my
.gwa.imprudeénce that has brought mo here and if
50, ani { riot accountablo for the conscquences?®
~In. all her religious views, even i tho darkest
‘bours, X-obséryed that her faith in the-Word and
Providence.of Gop, in the fallness and all-suficiency
of "the: Saviour remained unghaken. She felt no
doubs concesning the truth of Wwhat Gop had roveal.

&z thare all was clear, and the only, difficulty that

spiritual davknése it was truly edhfyng to sco with
what carnestness shie sought atter the evidences of a
truo faith, and with what jealousy she watched over
“er hoart and conscience, lest she might mistake the
ouitdow and lose‘sight of tho reality. *'Dhis,” she
would say, *is not an hour for me to sit down satis-
fied with past attainments, and past expevience : §
"‘““lio back again to the first principles of faith s 1
must feel somcﬁling meove than the hope arbsing from
what T'have dene : I must have stronger evidence of
deeeptates than that arising from love to the breth-
ren. My love to them may have been only natural
aflection, common to-all towards those with whom
they associate, and with whoin they are in the inter-
change of kind offices. I must feel the Spivit of
Chirist within me, subduing my sinful heart and im-
planting holy affcetions, and an overcoming faith.”
Tliese scasons of doubts and fears, mid expressions
of great concern lest her religion had been hypo-
critical, used regularly to return with.the paroxysmy
of her disorder: but as theso passed-away her mind
would again become tranquil, and hope would again
revive. Still there was no ecsfity, no assmrance
that her foundation stood strongt it was the trem-
bling hope of one who felt that jardon was wholly
unmerited, and granted solely forthe sake of Christ.
After her return from Oahu to Kairua, and while
sinking fast towards the grave, hir mind was more
atrest.  The fears and doubts thig had so distracted
her mind, passed away, and a cheexful hopesuceceded
in their stead. She would oftef say, 1 feel that
Jesus is mine; that he has accepted mo and will
take me to himself, when I go hince.”  She spent
much time, during the intervals of pain, in prayer for
herself, her husband and cnildren; her brethren and
sisters of this mission, and for tha whole Church of
Gop. Itwas at this time, that thepains which here-
toforo had been confined to her body and limbs,
attacked her head, and at times algost deprived her
ofreason. Sle hadoften expresseid-her thunkfulness,
thatin all the pain she endured, her hoad had been
quite free; but now the trial of her patience was
come. Agonics to which sho-had before been a
stranger, racked her brain.  Wé batbed bier head in
cold water night and day, and soine onc constantly
held it with both -hands, * to keep it,” as.she would
express it, * from falling to piecés.” -She had often
expressed 10 me a desire to remove into the country,
where she thought the cold air and bathing her tem-
ples in the mountain water would givé her some
relief.  We felt the difficulty of making the attempt:
for at this tiine she was cxceedingly veduced, and
could not oven turn herself in bed. ~ Shie was accus-
fomed to bo luid upon a liyer every worning, and
evening, and carried out by two men to take an
airing.  Onc morning, during her usual airing, she
ordered her bearers to ascend with her towards the
mountain. They did so, bore her nearly half the
way thither, and then returned.  On heér arrival she
expressed herself refreshed by the éxcarsion. Tho
next morning, thérefore, wo uudertock 0 remove
her on her litter; and much to our satisfactipn, she
endured the excursion with litde fatigue. She
remained in the country six days, but she suffered
ahmost incredibly from the cffect of the cold nights
upon her emaciated frame ; so that thé object after
which we sought, was defeated.

It was while in the-country, separated {rom the
socicty of every brother and sister, and in the noar
prospect of ctern’ty, that sho seemed 0 gird on anew
hier armor to mcot the coming foe. I had until this
thrie indulged bopes, that by the Blessing of Gon,
she might eventually recover, but.these hopes had
for sometime been diminishing, and now .thc¥1 were
quite gono. The pallid sunken check, the hollow
cye, -the diminished pulse, and wandering reasou,
ovinced clearly to my mind, that death. was ucar.
When I informed her of my appre ;'c"xismus. sheseem-

d relieved in her miud, -aud veplied, 3¢ is well:
death has no terrors : it is what I havo Wbbked.and

waited for, as a reloase from. the pains that assail iny
fraae. 1havelonggivenup all'thoughtsofrecovery,

remained was, -the in@pili;i) to apprapriate the. pro-
mises:-to hér own case. During the. hours of her

o

and death only .appears desirable, And you my

doar hushand,” sho added, * the Lo:td will comifurt
and bless you under your bereavement, and givo
you many souls for your hire. Remember the pro-
mise, ‘they that go forth weepiug, beaciug precious
seed, shall retmn again 1euaing, busging ther
sheaves with thom' “Pake ¢ ity cuntinue faitkful,
stedfast, and shovnding iu the worh of the Lord,
aud this promise is yours.” A lintle afier, having
lain some time with her eyes clused, she opened
them and said to me, “ ¥ have heen praying for an
overcoming faith, that may cume ofl a conqueror
in the hour of conflict.  Pray fur e, O pray for me,
that the cverlasting arms may be my support, when
beart and flesh shall fail.”  She then desied me to
sing to lier the words of the dyung Clicistian, Vil
spark of heavenly flame,” &e.

1 hdd searcely commeneed, wlen she interrupted
me by saying that her nerves could not héar siging,
and requested me only to repeat it.  Ater I had fin-
ished, and ssked how she feit, 1 found that her ven-
son was again wandering, and I saud-no more.

At attother tithe, durig an intenval of pain, she
spoke to me of her ehildven now about to be left or-
phans. She said she had resigned them into the
hands of God ;5 charged me to Le kind to them, and
10 leave no suitable means untried to procure for
them a good home in America. 1, aiso,” she ad-
ded, “was anco an orpliau, @nd hnow too weli the
ills of orphanage notto be solicitous for my dear
children.” It was about this time, a8 near as 1 ro-
member, thatI asked heravhetlier she had any mes-
sagoe to leave in my chargo to her friends, either here
or in Awmerica. ¢ Yes,” she replied, “tell my
brethren and sisters of the mission, that I'love them
unto the end; that I have uothiug to hestow in re-
turn for their kindness tome, but my thenks and my
prayers-for their prosperity in therwr labour of love.
Fell my dear American friends, that they will new-
ther see, nor hoar' fronr me againin thig life, bigt
that I hope herearter to meet them agrin, to part no
more forever, and tell my dear pupils at Kairua,
that after afew days, they will see me no more;
that it was my hope to live leng, and to have mot
with them for many days to come. Tell them to
forgive whatovor they have seen in me, that they
thought amiss; to listen to the words of their teach-
ers. and above all, to seck earnestly after the word
of life and the way of salvaticn; to hold fast to the
right way unto theend.  Charge them to remember
my dymg words that we may all meet again in
heaven.” N .

About one week before her death, when revived
a little, afier a season of great exhaustion and fa-
tigue, she callied for her children, when they wero
brought, she laid her emacizted bands upon the
head of each and said, **'The Lord shield this de-
fenceless head underneath the shadow of his wings.
She tlicn kissed them and wept.

Each day now presented some new symptom of
approacling dissolution. Threo days hefore hier de-
parture, sho became entirely boreft of her vesson,
and ceased to know hier friends amd atiendants.
About tho middle of the night, when the affiictivo
cvent took place, Iseated myselfby her. The pulse
was by this timo scarcely percopuible. I held. her
cold haud in mine for some time, when 1 heard lice
say, in a broken, inerticulate voice, ** Let me de-
part in peace.” Thinking she might wish mo to
leave her a little to quietude, 1removed iy chair to
the door, and thought upon tho glorics. that would
open on her soul, when released from its crumbling
tenement. In a little time, I inqujréd of the female
attendants howshe appeaved; and they motivnedto
me'that she was asleep. I immediately caught, a
lamp and hastened 1o her ; butsho was gone.  With-
out & sivuggle or a groan, sho gently breathed forth
her spirit into the arms of hor Saviour.

‘Tho funeral services were attended on the Satur-
day.morning following, when a'ininicrous provession
of feinales-all dressed in mourning followed hef to
the grave. Sho rests in peace, in the church-yard,

there to await the joyful summons of the Jast trums




