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tlle skill and nuilitary science displayed and hiad an excellent opportu-
nity of' comiparingy Prugsian ivitlî Britishî oficers. Colonel Bray, in
hlis lecture delivered at Woolwich in February, 1871, on "lThe Prus-
sian mode of' conducting large panoeuvres," tlîus speaks of' Euglishi
officers: IlTaken as al body Euglisli officers are as good as any body
of officers iii Europe, and 1 think rcady eliougli te receive instruction
if' properly admiinistcred; but, as matters now (Feb. 1871) stand,
tlîey are prof'cssional]y 1 untaughit officers,' as the gre at majority of'
officers of' the armiy know nothing of' their profession beyond what may
be called ' barrack-yard knowledge'; that is drill, interior economy of
re<rimients, soine iitary law and practice of court's martial, and cer-
tain experiences of miilitary practices and cusioms; and it is in the
general knowledge of things, good liberal education, large amnount of
travel and experience of forcign connitrics, lîunting and shooting ex-
periences ail over the world, and mixing.with general society which
makes the Britisli officer a better man1 'ail round' than the officers, of
inost continental armnies. lus natural energy, dasi, high temnper and
spirit pull hlmi throughi Nvar gcncrally successf'ully. There can be no
reason xvhy the ]Britishi officer s1îould flot be as good at his prof'ession
as lie is at other things." The recent provision to train our officers
ater admission into the service, is a step in the righlt direction; it
would be still better if' w-e took stcps to retain and obtain tic -services
of' the class of' officers to whicli Col. Bray alludes. Iii ail our cam-
paigns the habits and pursuits of' o'-r officers have told in tîxeir f'avour.
Testimonies, too numerous to quote, can be produced on tlîis head.
The very last exploit of' the Britishî officers occurred on this continent,
is beyond praise, and deserves special notice in THE QUARTERLY. The
Ried River expedition, te wvhicli belonged Il. M. OOtli Rifles, advanced
600 miles tliroug-h a wilderness of' water, rocks and forests, xvhere no
supplies coxîld be obtained, and wliere ail the provisions, stores, &c.,
liad te be transported for miles on the backs of' the soldiers, (officers
and mcen.) The officers of' course Nvere volunteer carriers; but stili
tlîey xvere foreinost whcn liard work, for wlîiclî their usual hiabits pe-
culiarly qualified them, xvas te bc done, (aud in tlîis expedition liard
-%ork ivas neyer wanting) thus sliewing a noble exatmple te the men.
AIl honour te these gallant fellows and te tlieir comrades of' the Cana-
dian militia, wvlo, wvith friendly emulatien, vied. with regulars in thxe
snccessf'ul accomplishment of' this arduons nndertaking-an, undertak-
ing xvhicli niust be lookcd upon as exceedingl,ýy brilliant althoughi little
record lias been made of' it. lied net a great war raged in Europe,
when that small British force xvas contendîngy against the uatural. ob-
stacles wvhich incessantly beset it, the Ilome newvspapers weuld, with-
ont doubt, have clîronicled with pride that prosperous military achieve-
ment. The liniits of' tlîis article do not permit the mention of' the in-
numerable proofs of' the peculiar fitness of tlie present class of' British
officers for warfare ; but proof' is net wantingr, tlîeir aptitude for active
service is acknowled by the nation. TÉhey are avowed te be fit te
command and fit te lead our soldiers by whomi they are respected,
-which «probably an inf'erior stamp of officers, as regards social position,


