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him his writing-book, that he might judge for himself. Leopold,
with much alacrity, obeyed, and showed him what astonishing
progress he had made within the last six weeks. In short, his
father was satisfied ; and the prince rejoiced in finding himself
in possession of some five-and-thirty pieces of gold, which he had
5o earnestly desired in order to relieve his tutor’s necessity.

The bill signed by Wagner was now due within three days, and
still the worthy man was at a loss to complete the sum. In vain
had he implored his creditor, a covetous and hard-hearted usurer,
to afford him a little delay. No mercy was shown him; and the
poor tutor, his anguish visible in his face, had resolved as a last
resource to take his little plate and few trinkets to a jeweller’s in
the course of the day, to raise what he could upon thém ; and
then, if necessary, to sacrifice his all to meet the demand so ugn-
justly made upon him.

Deeply absorbed with the trying sacrifice he was about to
make, he came upon this occasion rather later than usual to the
instruction of the prince, and excused himself on account of im-
poriant business. Whilst the old man’s face was anxious and
sortowful, that of the child beamed with joy and happiness.

« What is the matter, dear Mr. Wagner?” inquired lhe prxnce
“You are not so cheerful as usual.”

“ It is true, my prince, in this life every one must expect
trouble and vexation.”

“ Are you then in trouble? O tell me ail aboutit; you do
not know how much I love you!”

These affectionate words almost induced Mr. Wagner to lay
open his secret to his little pupil. He well knew that one word
would be sufficient to procure him all that he needed. The
father of the prince both could and would have supplied him
readily with the means of discharging himself from his liability ;
but his pride and independence of spirit constrained him. The
very idea of using his influence over the prince, in order to procure
a favor for himself, was painful, and wounded the honorable
feeling of the good old man. The better to conceal his secret, he
attempted to turn the conversation.

“You are not so anxious as usual, my prince, to take your
lesson to-day 7"

¢ What makes you think so, Mr, Wagner ?”

¢ You are not so attentive as you were yesterday 7"’



