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The Quoen's Birthday.

Tux following song has been written and
sot to muaie by Mr, F. H. Torrington, of
Teronto :

Old England calls upon her sons
To honour Enﬁlnnd's Queen;
Her sons respond, and daughters too,
To keep hor mem'ry green.
With loyal hearta and ready hands
The kmpire's children stand,
Prepared to do,JnopaNd to die,
For Queen and uative lsud.

For fifty years our country's flag
Hath borne o'er earth and main

Tho name of Empreas, Queen beloved,
With neither spot nor stain,

Long maoy it bear Victoria’s namo,
Long o'cr us may she reign,

And for our Empire, broad and grand,
May sho now honour gain.

Upon our Queen—our country—flag
God's bleasing ever rest ;

With peacs and plenty overywhers
Hor people’s homes be blest.

Qod eave the Queen, her people pray
From hearts sincero anﬁ’rco,

God save our loved Victoria
And crown her Jubilee,

CHORUS.

Victoria ! our Queen beloved
With loyal heart and band,

Thy colonies and fatherland
6niud by thee stand.
L — —
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DO IT NOW.
BY W. 0. WILKINSON, D.D.

Tms is for you, boys aud girls. Itis a
bad habit—tho habit of putting off. If you
have somothing that you are to do, doit
now. Then it will be done. That 1s one
advantage. If you put it off very likoly
you will forget 1t, and 10t do it at all. Or
olso—what for you is alinost as bad—you
will not forget, but keeping thinking of it
and droading it, and so, asit were, bo do-
ing it all tho timo. “Th, valiant nover
tasto death but once ;" nover but once do
the alert and active have their work to do.

T onco road of a boy who drooped so in
health that his mother thought she must
have tho doctor to sce him  Tho doctor
could find nothing the matter with the boy.
But thero the fact was, ho was pining away,
‘losing his appetite, croeping about languid-
1y, and his mother was distressed. Tho
doctor was nonplussed.

‘* What does your son do? Has he any
worl;q:l" he h al, bri pail of

‘““No; he has only to ULring a pail o
water every day from the spring. But

that ho dreads all tho day long, and
does not bring it until just before dark.”
* Havo him bring it _the first thing in
themorning," wasthe doctor's prescription,
The motﬁor tried it, and the boy got
Putting it off made his  jub proy on
“ Doing it now ** relioved

well,
the boy’s mind.
him.

Boys and girls, do it now.

SOENES IN THE LIFE OF QUEEN
VIOTORIA.

TAR EARLY TRAINING OF OUR QUEEN,

Frou the days when the infan! daughter
of Ernest, Duke of Kont, was dandled in
her father's arms, with tho rroud parental
cry : ** Look at her well ; she will yot be
Quoen of England!” her noble German
mother scotns to have cherished the idea
of forming in her child, by careful truining
and restraining, under the Divine blessing,
such a character as might pass unrebuked
before her peoplo, even in tho * fierce light
that beats upon a throne.”

She was kopt with jealous care from tho
ovil influences of a corrupt court, and
brought up, as only too emall a portion of
her subjocts havo been, in habits of simpli-
city, obedience,~frugality and piety.

‘%ho following story shows that she was
early made to bear the ‘‘disciplino of con-
sequonces " : *‘The Princess had her al-
lowance, and was oxpected to mako it suffice
and never to overrun it. Onco, at the
bazasr at Tunbridge Wells, sho had ex-
pended all hor pocket-money in a number
of presents for various relations and friends,
when she remembered another cousin, and
saw a box marked half-a-crown, which
would be just tho thing for him. Tho
bazaar peorla wished to encloso it with the
other articles purchased. B.:thegoverness
said : ‘No! You see the Princess has not
the monoey, and so, of course, she cannot
buy the box.” The offer was then made to
Iay it aside till purchased, and the Princess
thankfully assented. Assoon as quarter
day came, down she came to tho bazaar on
her donkoy, before seven o'clock in tho
morning, and carried the box away with

er. ”

Tho young Princess was kept— notwith.
standing her child-like wonderment at the
little attentions paid to her and not to hex
sister—in ignorance of her nearness to the
throne until she had reached tho age of
twolve. Her comment, when the matter
was oxplained to her, shows that her reflec-
tive powers woro quite beyond her years:
‘“Now, many s child,” said the young
Princess, ¢ would boast; but they don’t
know the difliculty. There is much splen-
dour, but there is much responsibility.”

Woe pass over thesix h:{:py years of free,
open-atr life, spent, for the most part, in
seclusion, until the death of her royal unclo
placed Victoria on the throne.

THE MAIDEN QUEEN.

Most of us have read Miss Wynn's
pleasant story of the manner in which,
after much ringing and knocking at the
ga‘es of Kensington Palace, and many ro-
monstrances on the of tho maid, who
was reluctant to disturb the sweet sleep of
her mistress, the Archbishop of Canterbury
and the Lord Chamberlain obtained access
to her Majesty in the early dawn of momn-
ing ; and how, “standing in a loose white
night-gown and shawl, her night-cap
thrown off and hor hair flowing upon her
shoulders, hor feot in slippers, tears in her
oyos, but porfectly collected and dignified,”
tho young Queen opened her lips for the
first time in her now T, saying
simply to the Archbishop: I beg your

aco to pray for mo.” Then all threo
:nclt down together. And thus tho reign
of Queen Victoria was inaugurated by a

rayer-meeting { Surcly a fitting beginning
or fifty years of blessing !

The delicacy of feeling in which she had
been tmined is strikingly illustrated by
hor gentlo refussl to observe tho propriety
of addressing her letter of condolence to
the lata Queen—to her Majesty the Queen
Dowager, instead of to her Majesty the
Qucen. “Iwill not bo the first,” said
Victoria, * to romind her of her altered
position.”

. The touching incident of her proclama.-
tion, when the young Queen, overcome by

tho enthusinsm of her subjocts and tho
novelty of her situation,. foll weoping on
her mother’s neck, has been exquisitely im-
mortalized by Mrs. Browning :

“God bless thee, weoping Queon,

With blessings more divino,

Aund fill with better lovo than earth
That teuder heart of thine ;

That when tho thrones of carth shall bo
As low us graves brought down,

A pierced Hand may givo to thee
‘T'he crown which angols shout to sce.

Thou wilt not weop
‘Po woar that heavenly crown.”

Victoria was soon to find a help-meet in
the cares of State; but, during tho brief
period of her hfo as Maiden Queen, sho
gavo evidence of great docision of character
and firmness of principle, coupled with a
most oarnest desiro to understand tho
duties of her high position.

It 18 clear,” says Dr. Amnold, ¢ that
those matters in which it is our duty to act,
1t 18 also our duty to study.” Acting on
this principle, tho young Queen was cach
morning in consultation with her ministers,
and was soon initiated into the details of
State affsirs.

In theso days of lax Sabbath-keeping, it
is well to remember tho practical lesson
taught by the Queen to one of her noble
mmsters who desired to transact with her
on Sunday morning aflairs of high umport-
ance. Tho nobleman was somewhat sur-
prised that the subject of the sermon the
noxt day turned out to both~ dutiesand obli-
gations of the Christian Sabbath.

‘“How did your Lordship like the ser-
mon 7" asked the Queen.

“Very much indeed, your Majesty,”
was the reply.

“\Well, then,” said the Queen, I will
not conceal from you that last night I sent
the clergyman tho text fromn which he

rcached. I hopo we shall all bo improved
y the sermon.”

The nobleman suggested an carly meot-
ing on tho morrow, at nine o'clock.

“ As early as seven, my Lord,” said tho
Queen, “if you like, wo will Jook into the
papers.”

THE ROYAL WIFE AND MOTHER.

Tho Queen’s marriage with her cousin,
Princo Albert, of Saxe-Coburg, took place
on February 10th, 1840. Itis well-known
that love dictated and ruled the union of
the royal pair. ¢ Father, brother, friends,
country,’ writes her Majesty, with that
simplicity and absence of assumption which
charms the hearts of her people ; *‘all has
he left, and all for me. ‘What isin my
power to make him hap&)y I will do.”

¢ Her Majesty’s tender rd for her
husband made her very sensitive to tho
unjust aspersions to which he was occa-
sionally subject, and correspondingly- de-
lighted when his merits wers duly appre-
ciated. Every true wife will apﬁrecmte
the Queen’s letter to Lord John Russell,
when ho bhad expressed himself very
warmly concerning the Prince Consort’s
8 on the Jubilee of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, in 1851 :

“The Queen felt sure .that the Prince
would say the right thing, from her entire
confidence in his great tact and judgment.
The Queen at the risk of not appearin
sufficiently modest—and yet, why shoul
a wife ever bo modest about her husband’s
merit ?—-must say that she thinks Lord
John Russell will admit now that the
Princo is possessed of very extraordinary
powers of mind and heart. She feels so
proud of being his wife, that she cannot
refrain from herself. paying a tribute to his
noble character.”

Her Majesty's sacrifice of personal feel-
ings in laying before her peopls so many
of tho sacred details of her fAmily life,
renders it superfluous for us to do more
than refer to tho pages of her published
Journals in proof of the fact that her own
mother’s lessons were thoroughly carried
out in the royal n . As they grew
older, her Majesty's children learned—by
unconscious imitation of their mother—to
tako the warmest and most sympathetic
interest in the lives of the poor.

One specimen must suffice. ** T walked
out with the two girls,” writes her Majesty,
in her Highland Journal; ¢stopped at

the shop, and mado some purchasos fo
poor peoplo and others. Really the affec.
tion of these puor poople, who are so hearty
and happy to sce yeu taking an interest in
everything, is very touching and grati.
fying.”

TIE WIDOWED QUEEN.

Many of our readors remomber that ter-
rible Docembor night, when the light of
tho royal home was quenched. Even in
that *“first lono hour of widowhood," the
Queen writes: **1 can sco the mercy and
love which are mingled with my trul” :
She was much aﬂ'ocwg by the present of
a richly-bound Bible—an offering from
“many widows of England.” In that

coful, sympathetic style, which is pecu.
iarly hor own, the Queen wrote her thanks
to her kind aister-widows, gratofully
acknowledging *‘ the consolations of God,”
adding, * that our heavenly Fathor sy
impart to mauny widows those sources of
consolation and support, is their broken-
hearted Queen's carnest prayer.”

In the many sorrows which havo fallen §i
upon tho Quoen sinco the sunshine of her
lifo was shaded by that first terrible storm:
cloud, her Majesty has always responded
s:nsitively to tho touch of sympathy,
though sinco that sad ovont her pubk
n{:peamnccs have been comparatively ran
She has never been careless of her people's §
lovo. hen the nation watched with her J8
in trombling hope round the sick-bed of
her first-born, and rejoiced with her on his {§
marvellous restoration in answer to prayer,
her Majesty was deeply touched : not less
50 when that fated December day deprived
her of the daughter who had been her hus-
band’s chosen companion, and hence
specially d2ar to horself—thelumented Prin-
cess Alice ; nor yet again, when the son, §
who more than his brothers, seemed to in.
herit his father’s literary tastes, was stricken [§
down. -

In all her sorrows—and in all their sor- 8
rowg—aver thoe first to send a sympethetie
messago in any national calamity, our
widowed Qucen has * dwelt among her
people.”

No empty acclamations greeted her jub: i
lee, but heartfelt gratitude to God rose fror
the nation, as with one voice, that he hu
80 long spared to it a Queen whom it an ¥
love and reverenco without stint. e B
name is worthily linked with that of he
noble husband, who did so much for hus§
adopted country.

FTAST LIVING.

Wglive very fast now. Events rush
upon us with increasing rapidity. The §§
rapid growth of the country, the increae
of business which outruns population, ik
development of material resources,
building up of great citics, the increasiy
use of the railway and telegraph, the mul
tiplication of mechanical arts ard inves-
tions, crowd our days with activities and
anxicties and cxcitements our fathers knev
nothing of. The use of the telegraph alone
is revolutionizing our life. Every day we
share thg life o{o th(:l wholqb;vgld. IsEg 3
a t fire in London, a e in
angmndation of tho Rhine or Seinc?t;
famine in Ireland, a conviction of two mur
derers in Brussels, a defeat of a pretended
prophet in  Soudan, an epidemic in Ching,
orarrest of peaco negotiations between Chil
and the States—if anything happens any- 8
where on the globe we arc made spectaton s
of it, as it were, or participants in it by
the instantaneous communication of intell
gence. Every morning we have the listors §
of the globe for the whole day laid on ow
plate at the breakfast table. We are in the
surges of an ocean life, while our fathen
sat quiety Ly tho brink of a pool. Tolin
to-day, with all the vast interests of the
globe palpitating about us and reportin
themselves in our ears, to do business it
tho tremendous rush of our great cities, o
belong to a family whoso members an
scparated by thousands of miles and e
communicate in a day, is 8 vastly more i&-
tenso and weaningthing than it wasa centusy
ago. Peoplo complain of being tired. Thes
are woary without knowing -why.
wear and tear of modem life on tho nervs
and symgqthiea and anxioties, on brain ani
heart and soul, are incalculable, and thot
ands break snd go down under the st




