
'i'HE OWL

IIIS'VOIIC> I/?Ehd Nil.

1F!ERl-' is not a land
" ~ on earîli to d.yta

J)pOSSeSSCsso chiccucred

~ 4j~i a iistory as Ireland..4 'is but a siiiall place,

Sates ii Ilhe :\merican
* Union, nevcrthc1ess il

hias miade considcrable noise in Ille %vorld,
evcn fromi the dii and dark old days
furthcr back thaî history itself-days
whiose story is told iii olden lcgend and
hioary tradition handed dovii from sire to
soni, through Ilhe dusky generatians that
have in terverned.

''li children of Ireland hiold a unique
place in dhe universal history of miankind.
No people 1 verily believe wiUîi the
exception of die Jews have stifféred su
miuch wvithout being swept off UIc earth
aho10gether ; na0 People have waged Ille
combat against Ic oppressor Sa persis-
tently, s0 vehienîently and s ong 'l'le
beacon-star of hope lias ever siione on
Ille horiz.on, but lias neyer yet reaclied
Ic nîid-dlay nieridian. ''he ''promîised

land " hias ever been ini sighî,i but lias
neyer been quite reacheci.

WVhy is this? Are the Irish people
aniatlîematized ? \rc thcy God-destined
to be slaves unto ilîcir bretlîren for ail
limie ? Vecrily it %vould sceni so. Tlîey
are scattered throughout al lands, toiling
bencaîli tropical suins and arctic: skies
for Ic living dcnied tliem in% their own
poor couintry, h uîîted, pecrsectited, banned,
outlawted, a people iii evcry respect it ta
compare with tliose of any allier land.
Trhe %vorld mnust and lias acknoivledgcd
that Ille Irish arc iii no wvay second ta
UIl inliabil.ants of any othier nation on
eartIl. Uîîiversal histcry proves tiieir
ablilities and wvorîî. H-ave wve not in
evcry departm cnt I rishiiti leadi ng Ic
van ii Ille progrcss.of ail oîîcr nations?
Sanie authorities will have it that an
Irishnian (St. Brendan) landed on thle
shîores of Aniierica four lîundred years
beforc Chîrisloplier Columîbus Y.as borni.
Of dic le %vlio sigmîed tie I)cclaration
of Anierica>s Isidcpcndence îincii %ere
Iirislimieii. TIo Il indoînitable valour

of Ireland's sons and tli-ir clescen.
danitts îîis great laidoawes uîîuc:hI. Meaglier
Shieridan, Shiermian, Jackson, Grant arc
mniîîes Illet can neyer die wliile Amierica
possesses a liistory ta record tlîeir gpliant
decds. Continental E.urope too %viîl lier
boasîed civilizationi owcs flot a littUe lu
I reland's chlId ren. I rislî mcii fougoli t anud
%von Fontenoy for France ; iii Il lîistory
of hIe wars in hIe Lo% Cou ntries Ic nai
of Sarsficld is ernblazoned in golden letters.
l)îlloni's naie also tells the tale af Creîiiona
%vlîcrc die Irish Brigade tligli arrayed
0111y iii tlicir shirts, rushced out in lle
darkîîess of îîiglît at Uic sotind of bugle
caîl, and repulsed with a daning, grand
and irresistible, thîe fi 'rce troops af K
Louis.

Evenl froua a pacifie point of vieiv, Ille
contineint of " ligh bîdlaiug»Oe
miuch ta hIe litile western isie. Tlhe
studeuits of Euirope flocked ta Ille sclîools
of Irelaîîd, ere Ille Saxons, wliose desceui.
daiî!s aie lier tasknîitsters la-day, lîad
reaclîed tdie blessings of cliîstianity.

Mci of scienîce went otît froi
Irelaîîd's halls of learning ta fâtund
Universities anid Colleges tlîrouglîout ihir
lengîli aîîd breadtli of diîe land, auîd thîev
can yeî le traced iii tracks of living lig-lit
fraîîî the coasîs ai France tu tie siiores (if
(listant Sicily.

I have said îîo lanîd caîî show suich a
clicueured lîistory as Ireland. 1 cati ai-.-
fcarlessly assert thl una nation cati boast a
,greater or a prouder onîe Ireland is
indced a lanîd %vitl a !îisîory aIder iliai,
lier lakes aîd her huIls ;a lanîd of saints
auîd scliolars, of kings and bards and
heioes of lîigl rcnown; a lanîd of grcy
legcuîds and olden romanices, of tradiiions
lioly and lhoaiy, richer in Ic blood of lier
umartyrs, strouiger iii the %irtucs of lier
peuople tlîaî ail otlier nationîs, %vith tlîeîr
armîics anîd revenues and shiips upon tie
scaI.

Th7ie valour anîd wisdoni of lier cliildren
have gane ta miake tip) thîe grcatncss oif
aliiost everv land oui caîlli save liers>hf.
Il lias bcî. said by an euîîiiinî aîitlirty
witli tlle slàiglitest suspicionî of a tauint iihat
UC. h alentî and bravery af Irisiîîeîî ha-ve
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