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process ai readjustmcnt wvas completc, the flowering
time af the old Puri'aii stock came. Hoimes, Lowell,
1Elnierson, L.ongfci lov, Hlawthorne, Thoreau, Chan-
ning, 1-verett, Prcscott, MatIe>', l'hilipps, P>arker,
Garrison, Suniner, I>arknman -this is a Iist af great
and worthy naines, a list af %vhicli New FEngland
niay weil bc proud. And there were others, flot so«
wcil known ta the present generation, wvho were fit
by those just nicntioned ta bu their intellectual
peers. It is an unusual society whichi rcckoned
among its iess conspicuous members, Benjamin
Pierce, Jeffries XVyman, Deani Gurne>', Asa Gray and
Charles 1El'iot Norton.

Versatile as Hoimes wvas, lie is frec froin. the charge
of cacoedhes scribendî. His table-talk is someti:nes a
little garrulous in style, but self-control is seen in the
comparative paucity of lus production. He doubt-
less ivrote with facility. Thec American people
bougbt bis books îvith a free band. And yet ail lus
contributions to literat'irc-vith, the excception ai a
few memoirs-are contained in the twclve sniail
volumes ai the IIRîver.--ide I edition. To criticize the
wrîtings of I-lmcs sems a work af supererogtation
"Fanny"I Bowen covercd the ground very %vehl>duen

lie said in an oId number ai the North -Ijiericaii Re-
Viézw: " As lie is everybody's favorite, thiere is no oc-
casion for critics ta iiieddle with hlm, cither ta ceni-
sure or praise. Hc can afford ta laughi at the uvhoîe
reviewing fraternity." The qualities rcvealcd in
Hohuies' books are the qualities wvbicli make a mani
beîoved in daily intercaurse. WVit, bunior, informa-
tion, observation, sagacity, benevoience, affection
muade Holmes dear ta the liundreds ai bis friends
and ta the tbausands ai his readers. It is by na
nicans a graÎeful business ta tabulate the strong
points af a favorite author for the purposc ai de-
ductîng thereiram bis limitationls. Chiaciim à soit goût,
in literature as ingastranamy, It is the opinion ai
tbe writer that LoweIî, Emerson, Hawthorne and
Thoreau are cacb ta bc credited uvith works whicb,
either in point ai form or as contributions ta the
world's stock of ideas, nust be ranked higber than
the best wark ai Holmes. But this is na bar ta bis
full and frec enjoyment af every book which the lat-
ter pubiisbcd, from the Poems ai 1836 ta IlO ver tbe
Teacups."

One strang point af Holmes' writing it is ailvays
well ta cmpbasize. Whbite his knawledge ai litera-
turc was mast unusual in a doctor, bis habits ai scien-
tific observation wvere ai great service ta hinu in liter-
ature. In the combination of literary and scientific
attainments lie recalîs Goetbe more than dues any
cther American. Unlike the mass ai prolessional,
men, lie was able ta risc above his profession. %Ve
uîever icel that bis knouvledge ai mcd icine is a bar ta
aur non-professionai, intercourse with him. Special

study and active practice brought hinm in contact
%vitlî many phiases of lueé w~hich, are littie known ta
thc Iayman. That for wvhichi we have rcason to, be
thankini is tjiat widc acquaintance with mankind
made iini reflective, without miaking him cynical or
pedantic.

It is always pleasant ta read a selection of pieces
which show the wide range of H aimes' moods and
knowledge. To pass from the broad fun of the

Hciglit of the Ridiculous I ta the perfect grace af
"Dorothy* Q," or to the elevating beauty of the
"Clambcred Nautilus; ta pass fram the persiflage

of lighiter passages in the Breakfast Table series ta the
serious discourses of the sanie, or from a descriptive
cssay like IlThe Seasons"I ta a scientific essay like
IlAtatinatisin and Crime:" this is a test of the wvriter's
power and the man's breadth. Lowveil, of ail the
Nev England brotherhood, is the only one whose
conipass is not less than that ai Hoinies.

The public career of Holmes -w'as a career of un-
brakien success, and numeraus passages testify ta his
daniestic happincss. Rarely has a life been sa weIl
rounded. Hîs friends were the foremost men af his
awn land. He bad no enemies,-except, it may be,
the homoeopaths. Health, comfort, wortby posterity,
power of enjoy ment in aid age were ail his. A fit-
ting fiftbi act ta bis long and happy life vas a triumph-
ai reception in England in 1886. We who feel de-
frauded if we are unabie ta visit Europe every two
or tliree years niay wonder that Holmes crossed the
Atlantic but twice. Such is the iact; but on the oc-
casion of lis second visît he was covered with enough
glory ta have satisficd a Roman dictator. It is inter-
estirig ta read the list of receptions and dinners which
w'ere given in his honor. It is pleasant ta think of
bis visit ta Quaritch's sbop in Piccadilly. It is
positively delightfui ta knowv tbat Oxford, Cambridge
and Edinburgh gave hlm their degrecs ; that on ar-
riving at the House oi Commons after ail the places
reservcd for distinguisbed strangers were occupied
he was put among the ambassadors ta hear Glad-
stone's speech on the Second Reading of tbe Home
Rule Bill. Every circumstaice wvhich shows the
warmth of English good-wilI is gratiîying ta Holmes'
admirers in America. But for real light upon Holmes'
own character, two incidents of bis visit ta Paris are
wvorth the whole catalogue af social ovations. He
called upon Pasteur without a letter af introduction,
simply ta, pay hlm homage. IlI told hlmi I was an
American physician who, wished ta look in his face
and take his hand- nothing marc." The ather inci-
dent carrnes us back ta 1836 when H aimes was a
student in the Quartier Latin. Returning ta, Paris
fifty years later, hie went alone ta the Café Procope,
illustrious for its association with great Frenchmcn
fromn Voltaire ta Gambetta. Here,.HoImes had seen


